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DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA

Cultural Interdependence in the Context of Globalization
1. Cultural entrepreneurship:  A tool for innovation and social inclusion 


The concept of cultural entrepreneurship is tied to the relationship between the economy and culture:  it makes it possible to link creative and artistic efforts with the marketplace as it views culture as a resource and a source of income. Cultural entrepreneurship is an activity or initiative that takes an entrepreneurial approach to establishing financial sustainability. In other words, these activities seek to transform a society’s different forms of cultural expression into goods and services through economic and social processes while aspiring to the consolidation of a business, enterprise, company, or community with an established identity. 

The production of cultural goods and services accounts for a large percentage of the economy of the member states of the Organization of American States, to wit, between 2 and 11 percent of their Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
/ These goods and services are provided by and attract a largely youthful workforce. However, this productive source is not used to its full potential in several countries of the Hemisphere. Despite the wealth of creative talent, the developing countries of the region are net importers of “creative products,” as they are often called. 


The challenge facing the region then is to use this creative and innovative capacity and its culture, history, and biodiversity, as instruments for developing high-value sustainable economic activity. 


This theme will afford the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities the opportunity to discuss and highlight public policies for supporting cultural enterprises, experiences, and future steps for measuring the contribution of culture to the economy, as well as cultural programs that favor social inclusion and support innovation. 

2. Local development through culture


The relationship between citizens, communities, and cities, on the one hand, and the culture they reflect, on the other, is multifaceted. The inclusion of cultural components in local development policies is a topic that has great currency today both globally and in several cities of the Americas. 

These programs and policies, geared toward culture and based on a community’s values (creativity, art, knowledge, diversity, language, history), contribute significantly to other aspects of said community, notably employment and social inclusion. 


The Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities will be able to share information on successful practices and to discuss what they expect from the culture sector, more specifically in relation to strengthening programs and policies for city and community development, placing emphasis on support for the local creative economy with respect, inter alia, for cultural diversity, efforts against violence, and promotion of citizen participation and cultural heritage.

3. 
Reinforcement of intersectoral linkages:  tourism and culture


The potential of the cultural and geographic wealth of the Americas as a tourist destination and the importance of a balanced development of cultural and tourist attractions are both undeniable. Sustainable tourism involves both tangible and intangible cultural heritage, since it offers specific characteristics as well as an interdisciplinary and interagency approach to promoting and protecting the sites visited.


The countries of the Americas have successfully developed their tourism programs and policies based on the preservation, protection, enhancement, and promotion of their cultural and natural heritage with the participation of the communities involved, thus strengthening local development. However, the impact of some tourist activities on cultural heritage has not yet been assessed in certain regions, for example, the overexploitation of sites, monuments, and locations; the disappearance of local customs in response to the strong and imbalanced attraction of other products and customs; and the fragility of small community-based tourism enterprises.


In the face of these challenges, the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities will have the opportunity to discuss the development of sustainable tourism based on knowledge of, respect for, and rational use of tangible and intangible cultural heritage and natural resources that include, inter alia, promotion of tourism and of intangible cultural heritage, management of cultural heritage from a tourism perspective, regular mentoring of young entrepreneurs and traditional practitioners, and the involvement of the private sector and civil society in the consensus-based design of programs and policies on culture and tourism. 

4. Election of officers of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) for 2014-2016 


The CIC is a political and technical organ of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) that helps monitor implementation of ministerial agreements. Its officers comprise a Chair and two Vice Chairs. It should be noted that, during recent periods, each of the two Vice Chairs of the CIC was shared by two member state delegations, thus giving all regions of the Americas the opportunity to be represented. 


The selection of new officers will make it possible, among other things, to exchange proposals, observations, and suggestions on the identification of new areas of action and/or the strengthening of lines of action adopted in previous years.
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�.	 The Economic Impact of the Creative Industries in the Americas (2013), prepared by Oxford Economics and published jointly by the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the British Council. �HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/BC_America_report_SB_v6_eng.pdf"�http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/BC_America_report_SB_v6_eng.pdf�.





