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DRAFT RESOLUTION
CONVOCATION OF THE TENTH REGULAR MEETING OF
THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS
(Presented by the delegation of Uruguay)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),
HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2874 (XLV-O/15) by which the General Assembly endorsed the “Agreements of the Ninth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports on the Election of the Authorities of Its Executive Committee and on the Guidelines to Extend Its Work until 2016,” adopted at the Ninth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports, held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., from June 18 to 20, 2014 [CIDI/CIP/RES. 1 (IX-O/14)];
HAVING SEEN ALSO the note of the delegation of Uruguay in which it offered to host the Tenth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports and proposed that it be held in Montevideo, Uruguay, from July 27 to 29, 2016 (CIDI/INF.159/16);
CONSIDERING:
That the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) is a Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) established by resolution AG/RES. 1573 (XXVIII-O/98), in accordance with Articles 93 and 77 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) and Articles 5 and 15 of the Statutes of CIDI;
That it originated in 1956 as the Inter-American Port and Harbor Conference and that it was elevated to its current status as the CIP in 1999; 
That it is composed of the highest national government authorities for the port sector and its purpose is to serve as a permanent inter-American forum for member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) to strengthen hemispheric cooperation for port sector development, with the active participation and collaboration of the private sector;

That globally ports are the principal links in the maritime and inland ports and waterways transportation network and that it is necessary to increase the proportion of cargo transported in this fashion in the Americas, in order to promote ports development and, thus, increase employment opportunities for our populations;

That the celebration of the centenary of the opening of the Panama Canal and its coming expansion are milestones for the port sector in the Americas; 

That the ports of the Americas should be prepared for the increase in world and regional trade resulting from this context;

That ports modernization will bring growth and competitiveness to the economies of the Americas, and that member states renew their commitments to continue modernizing the CIP and moving forward with practices in accordance with their needs; and 

That resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 1 (IX-O/14) “Action Plan of Cartagena 2014-2016” establishes as objectives:  to strengthen the inter-American port dialogue, strengthen hemispheric port cooperation, and boost competitiveness in member states by addressing priority thematic areas for the port sector on public policy, protection and security, sustainable management, competitiveness, and women in ports, among others; and

That the Action Plan acknowledged the CIP for its integrating capacity at the regional and international level, its ability to muster and link cooperation, and its continuous work to build up capacities in the area of port development, and that, consequently, it is the apposite forum for exchanges of best practices and interlinking cooperation for port-sector development in the region; and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That Article 5 of the Rules of Procedure of the CIP provides that the Committee shall hold a regular meeting at least every two years; and 

That Article 9 of those Rules of Procedure establishes that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) shall convene a regular meeting of the Committee once the country which offered to host it has confirmed the date, city, and specific venue of the meeting,
RESOLVES:
1. To accept with gratitude the offer of the Government of Uruguay to hold the tenth regular meeting of the CIP and the seventeenth meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP in Montevideo from July 27 to 29, 2016.
2. To convene said meeting, which will be financed with external funds, at the aforementioned dates and place. 
3. To appeal to member states to participate in said meeting by sending their highest port officials.
4. To instruct the General Secretariat to assist, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the CIP Secretariat, with the preparations and organization of the ninth regular meeting of the CIP and to report to CIDI on its outcomes.
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