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DRAFT DECLARATION
 Twentieth Anniversary of the Declaration of Santa Cruz de la Sierra and the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development 
of the Americas
(Submitted by the delegations of the Dominican Republic and Bolivia)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1427 (XXVII-O/96) “Fostering Awareness of Sustainable Development”; AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) “Sustainable Development”; AG/RES. 1513 (XXVII-O/97) “Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development”; AG/RES. 1514 (XXVII-O/97) “Coordination and Follow-up of the Declaration of Santa Cruz de la Sierra and the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas”; AG/RES. 2312 (XXXVII-O/07) “Report of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; AG/RES. 2644 (XLI-O/11) “Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI,” and the “Report of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development” (CIDI/RIMDS-III/doc.8/15) in the commitments contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

RECALLING that the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held on December 7 and 8, 1996, saw the signing of the Declaration of Santa Cruz de la Sierra and the adoption of the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas; 

RECALLING ALSO that at that Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their determination to move forward toward sustainable development; renewed their commitment to the fundamental principle of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) that representative democracy is essential for peace, justice, and development; and recognized that sustainable development requires strengthening and promotion of democratic institutions and values;

CONSIDERING that the holding of the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development prompted the recognition of sustainable development as a conceptual framework within which the OAS should work and ushered in institutional arrangements, including the prioritization of the work of the Organization and the General Secretariat on coordination and follow-up of the agreements contained in the Declaration of Santa Cruz and the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas;

RECOGNIZING that the Declaration of Santa Cruz de la Sierra reaffirmed that human beings are the focus of sustainable development concerns and that it and the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas were pioneering instruments that established a common vision of the future in the Americas aligned with the concept of sustainable development;
REITERATING that human beings are the focus of sustainable development concerns and entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature, and that the alleviation of poverty is an integral part of sustainable development;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT our commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the protection of the integrity of Mother Earth, as well as the right to development in a framework of solidarity, equity, peace, and freedom, with a view to eliminating poverty, especially extreme poverty, achieving a decent standard of living for all, and promoting more just societies;

CONSIDERING that the consolidation of this vision has been reflected in the Declaration of Santa Cruz +10, the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, the Declaration of Tela “Building a Sustainable Development Agenda for the Americas” CIDI/RIMDS-III/DEC.1/15 and the implementation of the Inter American Program for Sustainable Development (CIDI/CIDS/doc.9/15);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from June 13 to 15, 2016, adopted important decisions on the theme “Institutional Strengthening for Sustainable Development in the Americas”;
DECLARES:
1. The importance that on December 7, 2016, the member states, permanent observer states, and General Secretariat mark the twentieth anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Santa Cruz de la Sierra and adoption of the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas.
2. The importance of continued promotion of inter-American dialogue on sustainable development both at the meetings of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) and in the ministerial process on sustainable development, for support and evaluation of the implementation of the Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development (PIDS) as well as for follow-up on the various decisions arising out of the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development.
3. The need to continue promoting a sustainable-development culture based on harmony between the economic, the social, and the environmental, as well as to keep moving forward with the effective implementation of the commitments on sustainable development in the Americas, particularly those that will allow the 2030 Agenda to be accomplished and the Paris Agreement on climate change to be implemented.
4. To request the General Secretariat to submit, through the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), a follow-up report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh regular session on the aforementioned commitments, taking into account the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the light of the twentieth anniversary of the agreements reached at the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development.
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