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DRAFT DECLARATION

CLIMATE CHANGE, FOOD SECURITY AND MIGRATION IN THE AMERICAS

(Agreed upon at the Sixtieth regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), held on June 6, 2016)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING, 

That the Paris Agreement adopted at the Twenty-first session of the Conference of the under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change recognizes the need for an effective and progressive response to the urgent threat of climate change on the basis of the best available scientific knowledge; 
That United Nations General Assembly resolution A/RES70/1, Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, recognizes the positive contribution of migrants for inclusive growth and sustainable development and seeks among its goals to end hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture; and to take urgent actions to combat climate change and its impacts; 

That, at the Seventh Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government also acknowledged the challenges and serious consequences of climate change in our countries, particularly the poorest and most vulnerable segments;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That United Nations specialized agencies warn that climate change could exacerbate the impact of the El Niño and La Niña phenomena in 2016, affecting countries in the Americas to a high or moderate degree; and that agriculture, food and nutritional security, would be hardest hit; 
The evidence gathered by specialized agencies such as the International Organization for Migration (IOM), among others, on the effects of natural disasters, environmental degradation, and climate change on migration, food and nutritional security, 

MINDFUL:

 That migration is a multidimensional reality involving the various countries of the region and that food and nutritional security has been generally absent from the current debate on migration; 

REITERATING:

 The commitments made at the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in 1996 and its Plan of Action, and in the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10, in the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (2006-2009, extended until 2015); and in the Declaration of Santo Domingo for Sustainable Development of the Americas, adopted in the Dominican Republic in 2010; and 

That at its 34th session, held in Mexico City, Mexico, from February 29 to March 3, 2016, the Regional Conference for Latin America and Caribbean of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations pointed the impact of climate change, including the adverse impacts on the cyclical phenomenon associated with El Niño, on the agriculture and food panorama, particularly in the Central America Dry Corridor, Haiti, and other island states, as well as the need to address the challenge with an approach that combines short, medium and long-term responses. 
HEREBY DECLARES:

1.
The importance of generating awareness about the impact that climate change and El Niño and La Niña phenomena among others, could have on the Americas region, particularly the impact on food and nutritional security the possible effects on displacement or increased migration flows, and the need for early action and response to prevent humanitarian crises from these causes. 

2.
The importance of the various organs and agencies of the OAS and the inter-American system, regional consultative processes, and multilateral and specialized organizations involved with those issues, doing a thorough and coordinated analysis of possible links between the impacts of climate change, food security, and their effects on the increase in migration flows. 

3.
The commitment of the states, to identifying and mobilizing technical and financial resources in order to build cooperation and adaptive capacity, reduce vulnerability and enhance resilience, particularly in the countries most affected and in the most vulnerable communities, so as to reduce the adverse effects of climate change, and of the El Niño and La Niña and other phenomena. 
4.
Its interest in promoting the exchange of experiences among member states with respect to social protection programs, mechanisms, public policies on migration and consular cooperation issues, climate change, disaster risk reduction, or other measures being pursued to adapt, mitigate and counteract the adverse effects of climate change and its possible impact on food security and migration. 

5. That it is appropriate, in the framework of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, to request the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in coordination with the General Secretariat of the OAS, other international organizations and civil society and other social stakeholders, to provide upon request, assistance to states so that they can fulfill the objectives of this Declaration. 
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