[image: image1.jpg]CID/@
\_Z



[image: image2.png]



- 4 -


OEA/Ser.W

CIDI/Doc. 217/17
/

13 January 2017

Original: English

DRAFT DECLARATION OF THE BAHAMAS 
(Agreed upon at the LXVI CIDI regular meeting held on January 12, 2017 and on 
October 28, 2016 at the preparatory meeting for the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of 
Ministers of Education.  The delegation of Colombia is ad referendum of the whole document)

WE, THE MINISTERS PARTICIPATING IN THE IX INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), have gathered here in Nassau, the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, on February 9th and 10th, 2017, to consolidate our efforts towards the approval of an Inter-American Education Agenda within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development,   
REAFFIRMING that all OAS member States share common challenges at the national and subnational levels in ensuring access to high quality, inclusive and equitable education at all levels and that the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) provides a premier forum for our practical and methodical engagement to bridge the gaps in our respective education systems and build regional and hemispheric partnerships; 
TAKING NOTE of the results of the VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education held in Panama City, Panama, on February 4-5, 2015, and the VII Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), held in Washington DC, on April 28-29, 2016, at which time we formulated the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA). This is an ambitious initiative that seeks to strengthen inter-American cooperation, as well as coordination of efforts with other international, regional and sub regional organizations, to help ensure inclusive, equitable and quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities for all, thus, supporting member States in their efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) generally and SDG 4 in particular; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT different national realities, capacities, and levels of development and respecting domestic policies and priorities; 
COMMITTING to continue the work of inter-sectoral collaboration which emphasizes, inter alia, the link between education and labor, thereby buttressing the quality of our education systems and contributing to the creation of  more and better jobs for all; 
NOTING that the quality of life that we enjoy and the competitiveness of our economies are linked to our ability to take advantage of the innovations of science and technology that are catalyzed through investments in education, and which can aid member states in ameliorating the challenges to sustainable development such as poverty and inequality, vulnerability to natural disasters, the effects of climate change, urbanization and crime;  

AFFIRMING the belief in the link between economic competitiveness and human capital and that improved learning outcomes and achievement at all levels of education will have positive impacts on earning outcomes, productivity and sustainable development;
ACKNOWLEDGING that cooperation in education has afforded and continues to afford an opportunity to deepen hemispheric dialogue, promote member states’ cultural and regional integration and systematize and accumulate knowledge of experiences on education in the region; and, 
NOTING that existing OAS initiatives that promote innovation in education and the contributions of national, sub regional, regional and international organizations, with particular reference to their ability to assist member states in achieving the goals of the IEA,
RESOLVE: 
1. To adopt and implement the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA) (CIDI/RME/Doc.___/16), and to explore and to identify resources for its implementation as may be required.  

2. To undertake to build alliances to leverage the existing resources and practices of national, sub-regional, regional and international organizations that could be used to implement the IEA and instruct the Inter-American Committee (CIE) Authorities to convene a meeting in 2017 to discuss the progress in the implementation of the IEA and proposed cooperation projects. 

3. To establish a troika comprised of the previous, current and future Chairs of the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, who will steer advancement of the work of the IEA and CIE, in order to ensure continuity and coherence in our work. 
4. To instruct CIE and its Authorities to continue to engage on inter-sectoral collaboration which emphasizes, inter alia, the link between education and labor for producing competitive economies and decent work, and  on the importance of promotion of science and technology. 
5. To collaborate with the Summit of the Americas process and to highlight the importance of aligning the work of the CIE with the preparation process of the VIII Summit of the Americas. 
6. To extend the mandate of the three Working Groups in the framework of the CIE to continue with the activities and actions contributing to the objectives and commitments of this Declaration and the IEA, and elect their authorities as follows: 
Working Group 1:  Quality, inclusive, and equitable education.  Coordinated by the Ministers of Education of *** (Chair), *** (First Vice Chair), and *** (Second Vice Chair)

Working Group 2:  Strengthening of the teaching profession.  Coordinated by the Ministers of Education of *** (Chair), *** (First Vice Chair), and *** (Second Vice Chair)

Working Group 3:  Comprehensive early childhood care.  Coordinated by the Ministers of Education of *** 
(Chair), *** (Vice Chair), and *** (Second Vice Chair).

7. To thank and commend the Government of Panama, for its leadership during its CIE chairmanship and for all the financial and technical contributions to build the IEA, as well as the Governments of Costa Rica, Bolivia and the Dominican Republic, who led the Working Groups of the CIE and the members of the Working Groups who demonstrated their commitment to promote stronger hemispheric cooperation through the IEA. 

8. To thank the General Secretariat of the OAS, as the Technical Secretariat for the CIE, for its guidance and support to this important hemispheric process for political dialogue and consensus-building, as well as for coordinating the work of the CIE
9. To organize the X Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education of the OAS in ______________ in 2019.
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