[image: image1.jpg]CID/@
\_Z



[image: image2.png]



PAGE  
- 2 -


OEA/Ser.W

CIDI/doc.235/17 rev. 1

29 September 2017

Original: Spanish
 
DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA FOR THE FIFTH MEETING OF MINISTERS AND 

HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Science, Technology and Innovation as Pillars of Transformation in the Americas
(Medellin, Colombia - November 2 and 3, 2017)

(Presented by the delegation of Colombia and includes the comments made at the Preparatory Meeting, held September 26-27, 2017)

BACKGROUND
The Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (REMCYT), held in Guatemala City, Guatemala, on March 10 and 11, 2015, resulted in the adoption of the “Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020 – Inclusive Innovation: Key to Reducing Inequality and Increasing Productivity in the Region” (CIDI/REMCYT-IV/doc.5 /15 Rev.1 – Español – English – Français – Português). This document provided a regional road map for fostering hemispheric cooperation and strengthening partnerships in four priority areas, which were identified by the Member States as mainstays for prosperity in the Americas during the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology, held in Panama City, Panama, on November 17 and 18, 2011. The 4 priority areas are: (i) innovation; (ii) human resources training and education; (iii) national quality infrastructure, and (iv) technological development (see “Plan of Action of Panama 2016-2020 – Translational Science, Technology and Innovation: Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity” (CIDI/REMCYT-III/doc. 6/11 rev.4 – Español – English – Français – Português)).
Furthermore, the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020 reaffirmed the relevance, as well as the structure, composition, and methodology of the four Working Groups of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT), which were also created during the III REMCYT (Panama, November 2011), to promote the exchange of best practices and experiences among Member States and develop concrete and tangible activities in each of the aforementioned priority area. Finally, the Plan of Action included three cross cutting issues to be considered for its implementation: (i) inclusive innovation, (ii) women’s participation and leadership, and (iii) collaboration among government, the private sector, academia and other social actors.
At the IV REMCYT, the Government of Colombia, through COLCIENCIAS, offered to host the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology of the Americas. In assuming that commitment, Colombia resolved to continue with the process begun in Guatemala and to provide the Working Groups with additional guidance and scope of their actions through the adoption of the Declaration of Medellin.  

 Thus, the progress made and challenges encountered in the implementation of the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020, will serve as the basis for drafting the resulting document of the Ministerial Meeting in Colombia, the central topic of which will be “Science, Technology and Innovation as Pillars of Transformation in the Americas”.
The Fifth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, to be held in Medellin, Colombia, on November 2 and 3, 2017 will undertake four main tasks: first, presenting the advances made towards the implementation of the mandates emanating from the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020; second, providing an overview of the evolution of public policies in science, technology and innovation in the region, as well as the new actors involved in their design and implementation and the new types of interventions required from Governments to adapt to the needs of this rapidly evolving field; third, identifying opportunities and challenges brought by transformative technologies, including but not limited to: robotics, artificial intelligence; Big Data Analytics; 3D printing; advanced manufacturing; new materials; augmented reality; fintech; precision agriculture and personalized medicine, in order to solve problems common to several countries of the region. Lastly, the Ministers and High Authorities will work toward the adoption of the Declaration of Medellin and prepare a series of recommendations to be presented for the VIII Summit of the Americas process which will bring together the Heads of State in Lima, Peru, in April 2018. 
DRAFT AGENDA 

1. Progress and Challenges in Implementing the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016–2020
The Government of Colombia, through COLCIENCIAS, in its quality of Chair of the COMCYT, the representatives of the General Secretariat of the OAS, and the Coordinators of the four Working Groups of the COMCYT (Mexico for Working Group 1 on Innovation; Argentina for Working Group 2 on Human Resources Training and Education; Canada and Panama for Working Group 3 on National Quality Infrastructure, and Guatemala for Working Group 4 on Technological Development), will report on the activities carried out during the 2015-2017 period and the progress made towards the implementation of the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020. Working Group Coordinators will also present some of the challenges they faced and the potential mechanisms and methods they have adopted or would like to adopt in order to maximize their efficiency and outreach. Finally, the new activities to be undertaken by each Working Group over the 2018-2020 cycle will be presented for consideration. 
Throughout this session, Ministers and High Authorities will also have an opportunity to showcase particular achievements attained in their countries in relation to the priorities established in the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020.

2. Science and Innovation as Pillars of Transformation in the Americas
Discussions under this agenda item shall revolve around the theme of the V REMCYT: “Science, Technology and Innovation as Pillars of Transformation in the Americas.” As such, representatives from the Member States will be invited to discuss how public policies in science and innovation have evolved (or should evolve) in order to respond to the needs of the people of the Americas.

Some key questions to be addressed include: What kind of strategic mission-driven investments are required in the Americas to stimulate economic growth, expand trade and create quality jobs in the science and innovation sectors? How do we position our countries to make sure that we use our science and innovation capabilities to address the grand challenges of the region and the world, such as energy, water, food, health and ageing population, effectively and in a timely manner? What role can governments play in developing – and retaining – the talent and skills necessary to seize the opportunities offered by the Industry 4.0? What type of policies and collaboration are needed to prepare for emerging trends and new developments? For example, how can governments respond to the increasing need for state-of-the-art infrastructure (research centers, universities, business incubators and prototyping labs) interconnected and capable of responding to our daily problems and ecosystems; as well as the need for more advanced education and training in science, technology, engineering and mathematic, including through alternate forms of learning such as experiential learning, coop opportunities, hackathons, hands-on labs and machine learning? 
To conclude this agenda item, Ministers and High Authorities will be invited to share ideas and experiences regarding the new actors involved in the design and implementation of science and innovation policies, as well as the new types of interventions required from governments, such as public-private partnerships, in order to remain on the edge of the global scientific and research  developments (both basic and translational), and build nation-wide innovation ecosystems with a competitive and comparative advantage.

3. Transformative Technologies: Opportunities and Challenges for the Region
Through a series of presentations on groundbreaking, revolutionary and/or disruptive technologies, Ministers and High Authorities will get exposed to what the world will look like in the year 2030. Presentations will focus on the impact of transformative technologies on transportation, communications, food, jobs, health, education and energy, among others. Ministers and High Authorities will then be asked to reflect on how to anticipate the impact of transformative technologies on social and economic development as well as how to best prepare our region. Job security, and the need for countries to attract and retain talent in the STEM fields in order to meet the demand of the work force of the future, will be at the center of the discussions. Similarly, one of the source of challenge and opportunity for the region is the convergence of advanced technologies into traditional segments, such as the manufacturing sector. As such, Ministers and High Authorities will exchange ideas on how to integrate them in a systematic and cost-effective way.
In addition, taking into account the Resolution AG/RES. 2904 (XLVII-O/17) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development”, adopted on June 20, 2017 during the 47th General Assembly celebrated in Cancun, Mexico, Member States will be encouraged to share their good practices and experiences on integrating transformative technologies as key elements to generate value-added products and services in their countries and diversify their economies in a sustainable and inclusive way. Discussions shall also cover the potential of transformative technologies to help achieve the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals and improves people’s lives by the year 2030 (Goal 9 focusses on Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure). A dialogue session will enable participants to identify opportunities to collaborate on this topic.

As a cross cutting theme, the meeting will also address how to incorporate women and girls as an integral part of the technological revolution. Specific regional initiatives and success stories, from women entrepreneurs, other multilateral organizations, the private sector and academia, aiming to promote leadership roles for women and girls in the fields of science, technology and innovation, will be highlighted. 
4. Ministerial Declaration and Recommendations for the VIII Summit of the Americas
Based on reflections and lessons learned in the implementation of the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020 so far, as well as the discussions on the impact of transformative technologies on economic and social development, Ministers and High Authorities will discuss and vote on the Declaration of Medellin, a document that will aim of strengthen the aforementioned Plan of Action, and expand the scope of action of the four Working Groups of the COMCYT to promote the exchange of knowledge and good practices related to the adoption, training and development of transformative technologies. 
The process leading to the VIII Summit of the Americas will also offer an opportunity for the Ministers and High Authorities responsible for science and technology to highlight the importance of science, technology and innovation, and by extension, transformative technologies, as essential elements in increasing economic development and to provide guidance on the topic. The conclusions of the Fifth Ministerial and the Declaration of Medellin will be fundamental in drawing up the recommendations to be presented for consideration of the Heads of State at the VIII Summit of the Americas, to be held in Lima, Peru, in April 2018.
5. Elections of the Authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) and of the Coordinators of its Working Groups 

The Chair and two Vice Chairs of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) will be elected, as well as the Coordinators for the four COMCYT Working Groups (Group 1: Innovation; Group 2: Human Resource Education and Training; Group 3: National Quality Infrastructure; and Group 4: Technological Development). 

Delegations interested in presenting their candidatures, please forward them to the Secretariat as soon as possible. 
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