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(Prepared by the Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) with the support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS – 2019, for the Tenth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in the Framework of CIDI)

Proposed Theme: “The Inter-American Education Agenda: Building Sustainable Partnerships through Cooperation, with renewed focus on Education and Skills Development for better citizenry 
I. BACKGROUND 
As established in the Inter-American Education Agenda, the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI, held in Panama in February 2015, adopted resolution CIDI/RME/RES. 1/15 rev. 1, “Building an Inter-American Education Agenda: Education with Equity for Prosperity.”  At that meeting, the Ministers of Education resolved “to work jointly and in accordance with domestic law to build an Inter-American Education Agenda.”.

The above resolution also entrusted the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) with building the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA), and established three working groups to carry out that task:

· Working Group 1. Quality, Inclusive, and Equitable Education. 

· Working Group 2. Strengthening of the Teaching Profession. 

· Working Group 3. Comprehensive Early Childhood Care.
At the Seventh Regular Meeting of the CIE in April 2016, authorities consolidated the final drafting and negotiation of the IEA, and in the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, celebrated in The Bahamas in 2017, the Ministers resolve to adopt and implement the IEA (CIDI/RME/doc.6/17 rev. 1), and to build alliances to leverage the existing resources that could be used in new cooperation projects.
The Conceptual Framework, prepared by the Chairs of the Working Groups in 2017, compiles the main concepts, definitions, and regional and global scope documents, which imply commitments in the three priority areas of the AEI, and coordinates efforts with other international, regional, and sub-regional organizations including CARICOM, CELAC, MERCOSUR, SEGIB, SICA, UNESCO, among others.

In April 2018, the Member States approve the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) Work Plan, establishing the following activities:
1. Operationalizing the general objectives and priority areas of action defined by the IEA

Advance the implementation of initiatives in the three thematic areas of the Inter-American Education Agenda by April 2019. Under this component, the CIE seeks to set the foundation for the development of relevant and hemispheric cooperation initiatives among OAS member states.  To achieve this initiative, the following activities, as proposed by the three Working Groups, will be implemented between April 2018 and April 2019:

· Working Group 1: Identify, analyze, and promote policies, programs, and experiences developed by OAS member states that are oriented towards improving Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Education in the Americas. Special emphasis will be placed on the collection and analysis of initiatives and models targeted to the most vulnerable school-age population..

· Working Group 2: Conduct a study of current public policies on the Teaching Profession and Teacher Training. The study will include a comparative analysis between national and regional policies in the field. 

· Working Group 3: Compile a report that identifies, systematizes, and analyzes public policies, programs and initiatives implemented by OAS member states in the field of Comprehensive Early Childhood Care andthe diversity of its interventions. Special emphasis will be placed in the collection and analysis of practices targeted to vulnerable groups. 

2. Build alliances to leverage the existing resources and practices of national, sub-regional, regional, and international organizations.

Member states coordinate actions with other regional organizations for policy dialogue meeting.  The main opportunities identified were: 
· Participate and present advancements made to the UNESCO Meeting of Education Authorities that will take place in Sucre, Bolivia, July 2018.
· Coordination of Action Plans, negotiated with CARICOM Secretariat, CECC SICA, MERCOSUR and OECS, to align and increase the scope of the impact envisioned on the IEA for the region. Virtual sessions will be held to define collaboration. 

· Coordination of Action plans in specific lines of implementation, defined with UNICEF and UNESCO-OREALC, to leverage resources and optimize priorities. Virtual sessions will be held to define collaboration. 

· Sub-regional Secretaries will actively participate during the Ministerial process and CIE scheduled meetings. 

· Review the work of the Steering Committees within the framework of Goal 4 of the 2030 Agenda, specifically the “SDG4‐E2030 Regional Steering Committee.” 

3. Engage in intersectoral collaboration that emphasizes, inter alia, the link between education and labor for producing competitive economies and decent work, as well as the importance of promoting science and technology.

· Create channels of communication between the Authorities of CIE and the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML), and also with the Authorities of the Inter-American Committee of Science and Technology (COMCyT).  In this respect, it is worth highlighting that the CIE Technical Secretariat has already been liaising with the Technical Secretariats of the Labor and Science and Technology Ministerial processes so that their work plans also reflect joint actions in support of the IEA.

Implementation of the 2017-2019 CIE Work Plan, coordinated by the Technical Secretariat of the CIE, encompasses an overall alignment of the existing programs and available resources of the Executive Secretariat, and in particular, the 2017-2021 program cycles of the Department of Human Development, Education and Employment, the Department of Economic Development and the Development Cooperation Fund, in advancing the three pillars of the IEA. 

 As part of the SEDI’s thrust in the implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA), the Development Cooperation Fund (DCF / OAS) approved US $ 1.5 million of seed funding  for projects under each of the three pillars of the of IEA in 19 member states. Each project is expected to include specific cooperation for knowledge transfer between member states as indicated in the IEA. The detailed information on countries and projects as they relate to the pillars of the IEA are as follows:

	Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Education
	Costa Rica; Ecuador, El Salvador, Guyana; Nicaragua

	Strengthening the Teaching Profession
	Antigua & Barbuda; Argentina; Peru; St Kitts & Nevis; 

	Comprehensive Early Childhood Care
	Bahamas; Barbados; Dominica; Honduras; Jamaica; Panama; St Lucia; St Vincent and the Grenadines; Uruguay


Dialogue, between the Authorities of the Ministers of Labor and the Authorities of the Ministers of Education, was deepened and consensus was built on specific themes to guide the formulation of an inter-sectoral proposal for cooperation under the themes of:

· Youth Employment and School-to-Work Transition.

· Technical and Vocational Educational Training.

· Modernizing Curricula and Training Systems;

· Future Trends and Skills - ICT for skill development and expansion of access to education

In the Preparatory Meeting for the X Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, that took place in April 2019, the ministries discussed progress in the cooperation projects that each working group is implementing in its country, in alignment and coordination with the work defined in the Work Plan, in order to leverage, scope and define ownership of impact in our region, as well as to define the following steps: 
This space provided the representatives of the ministries of education from member states with the opportunity to match and connect with the cooperation projects that existing OAS initiatives have been implementing, including the OAS Scholarships and Training Program, The OAS Consortium of Universities, the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN), the Development Cooperation Fund, the Portal of the Americas, as well as the Leo Rowe Pan American Fund.
The 2019, Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education aims to identify tangible and measurable outcomes, and benefits to Member States. Hence, it is proposed that the 2019 meeting be an action based meeting that brings Member States, stakeholders, and private sector partners to build sustainable partnerships through cooperation, with renewed focus on Education and Skills Development for better citizenry.
II. PROPOSED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. The Inter-American Educational Agenda: Building Alliances and Advancing towards the Sustainable Development Goals.  Deepening the discussion on its three Areas of Work:

· Advance the implementation of initiatives in the three thematic areas of the Inter-American Education Agenda.

· Build alliances to leverage the existing resources and practices of national, sub-regional, regional, and global organizations, and

· Engage in inter-sectoral collaboration that emphasizes, inter alia, the link between education and labor for producing competitive economies and decent work, as well as the importance of promoting science and technology.

2. Towards the implementation of the Plan of Action of the Inter-American Education Agenda: Building Sustainable Partnerships through Cooperation, with renewed focus on Education and Skills Development for better citizenry.

· Exploring innovative approaches and/or opportunities for expanding cooperation and increasing resource mobilization. 

· How can the ministries of education implement/built multi-stakeholder partnerships through cooperation with renewed focus on education and skills development for better citizenry.
3. Consideration of the Plan of Action of the Inter-American Education Agenda
· Common challenges and existing capabilities for building sustainable partnerships through Cooperation.

· Necessary elements and key examples of effective cooperation; 
· Avoiding duplication, realizing synergies.
III. MEETING PURPOSE

· To adopt and implement the Plan of Action for the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA).

· To identify and secure sustainable partnerships through cooperation and collaboration in order to leverage existing resources.
· To propose sustainable funding models that will support the three pillars of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) Work Plan.

· To strengthen cooperation between Member States by promoting all forms of cooperation, that includes, among others, triangular and South-South Cooperation.
· To identify concrete mechanisms that allow participation of the private sector based best practices and experiences in Member States.

· To instruct the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to work jointly with other international, regional, and sub-regional organizations, to identify the convergences between the different ongoing agendas and Initiatives.
· To request to the CIE a prioritization of current and future cooperation projects and initiatives in conjunction with the OAS ongoing initiatives.
· To instruct the CIE and its authorities to continue its engagement in inter-sectoral collaboration between education and labor for producing competitive economies and decent work, as well as the importance of promoting science and technology and human development.
IV. MEETING STRUCTURE

· Dialogue among the participating Member States authorities in charge of education to adopt and implement a Plan of Action for the IEA, build sustainable partnerships through cooperation, and  define  a sustainable financing mechanism for the implementation of the IEA
· Dialogue with other international, regional, and sub-regional organizations and private sector to secure commitments and collaboration with the IEA.

· Dialogue with internal and external OAS partners, and potential contributors about ongoing cooperation projects to support the IEA implementation. 

V. MEETING RESULTS

· Adopt a Plan of Action for the IEA that builds sustainable partnerships through alliances, cooperation and collaboration.

· Promote the reciprocal learning and exchange among OAS member states on experiences, challenges and lessons learnt from the implementation of policies in each of the three thematic areas of the IEA, with a special emphasis on those targeted to low-income and vulnerable groups. 

· Increase coordination and linkages with other international organizations and regional, sub-regional entities and multisectoral partners, to support the implementation of the IEA. 

· Strengthen ongoing cooperation projects in the three pillars of the IEA, with the inter-sectoral collaboration that emphasizes the link between education and labor, human development, competitiveness, science and technology.
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