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REPORT TO CIDI ON THE NEGOTIATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED THROUGH CIDI TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR CONSIDERATION

(Agreed upon at the XXVII Regular Meeting held on May 21, 2013)

In the framework of the Committee on Partnership for Development Policies, consideration was given to the draft resolutions CIDI submitted to the General Assembly through the Permanent Council.  Following efforts at the Organization to define the overall hemispheric agenda for priority focus of OAS efforts and resources in the coming years, the Committee decided to consider negotiating omnibus resolutions in place of individual resolutions. The delegations took note of the success within the Committee on Hemispheric Security in negotiating an omnibus resolution in 2012, of its determination to repeat that experience in 2013, and of conversations within the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs and the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

To examine this possibility in the CIDI framework, meetings of consultation were held and the General Secretariat was asked to prepare the rough outline of a possible omnibus resolution. The General Secretariat proposal, circulated on April 1, included a structure encompassing the topics of strengthening CIDI and cooperation, the ministerial processes, the recapitulation and reaffirmation of integral development mandates, and reports and follow-up.

As a result of these consultations, the delegations decided, on the one hand, to group together all topics pertaining to strengthening CIDI and cooperation under one resolution and, on the other, to prepare a separate resolution built of the individual draft resolutions on integral development that would be presented by member states this year, prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.  Also expressed by various delegations was the wish to seek opportunities in the future both to negotiate the structure of an omnibus resolution on substantive topics of integral development and to design a precise method for negotiating omnibus resolutions within CIDI.  As part of the decision to proceed with negotiation of these two omnibus resolutions, the delegations set a deadline of May 10 for the exclusion of a resolution presented separately from the text of the omnibus resolution. 

In this decision, the delegations stressed that absolute flexibility would be maintained in this process, since it was new and its implications were unclear. Also expressed was the need to negotiate, in the future, the structure of an omnibus resolution on substantive topics of integral development; therefore, the structure adopted does not prejudge what topics should be considered in a more permanent structure for such a document.

Two member states announced their decisions not to include their individual draft resolutions in the omnibus resolution: “Strengthening the Topic of Migration at the OAS” (Mexico); and “Promoting Integrated Water Resource Management in the Americas” (Colombia).  

The first omnibus resolution was negotiated in this Committee.  For the second, on substantive topics of integral development, an informal drafting group headed by Ms. Margarita Riva-Geoghagan, Alternate Representative of the United States, was formed. The sponsoring delegations of the nine resolutions presented stressed the relevant components of their texts for inclusion and the Chair proposed a structure and general preambular language for consideration by the delegations in this process.

The states recognized, during the preliminary consultations and the work of the informal drafting group, the importance of agreeing upon a more permanent structure, over time, for an omnibus resolution on substantive topics, and on a method for preparing future omnibus resolutions. Some delegations continue to assess the implications and advisability of negotiating future omnibus resolutions in the place of individual resolutions. 


The delegations spoke of the need to decide on the method to be used to include lists in future resolutions, in order to ensure results that are balanced in terms of representativeness.
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