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The Inter-American Committee on Tourism (hereinafter “CITUR”) is a committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), established in accordance with Article 17 of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) Statutes and Article 77 of the Charter of the Organization of American States. The purpose of the Committee is:

a. To coordinate the implementation of inter-American ministerial dialogue on tourism and follow-up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the agreements entered into at the Inter-American congresses of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism by CIDI and the General Assembly; 
b. To identify multilateral initiatives; and 
c. To contribute to the execution of OAS policies in the area of partnership for sustainable tourism development. 
AG/RES. 2743 (XLII-O/12 Adopted at the second plenary session, held on June 4, 2012, resolved to adopt the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) (CIDI/doc. 5/12), and to instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to support the first CITUR meeting programmed to take place before the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, in order to put the decisions of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress into effect and prepare for the upcoming Congress. 
The First CITUR meeting will be held over two days August 23-24 and will address the following six substantive themes: Election of officers of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR); Guidelines and decision to make operational articles 19 and 39 of the rules of procedure of the CITUR related to its associate members; Mandates of CITUR emanating from (CIDI/TUR-XIX/DEC.1/11 rev. 1) and (CIDI/TUR-XIX/RES.1/11 rev. 1); Report on the activities of the Office of Tourism, Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism and Technical Secretariat to CITUR; Guideline for the preparation of the work Plan of the CITUR and a progress report on the FEMCIDI tourism projects; Preparation of the 20th Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism including deliberations on the draft declaration, Guidelines for the establishment of the hemispheric fund for tourism and approval of the list of Special Guests at the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism. 
1.
Election of officers of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR)

The meeting will elect the principal officers of the CITUR - a Chair and two Vice Chairs, who shall hold office for two years or, in the event that CITUR does not meet within that period, until the next regular meeting. The election shall be by affirmative vote of a majority of the member states.
2.
Guidelines and decision to make operational articles 19 and 39 of the rules of procedure of the CITUR related to its associate members 

Articles 19 and 39 relate to the admission of Associate Members to the CITUR. Tourism administration companies and operating entities; academic, scientific, commercial, development, financial, and industrial institutions; and other organizations related to the tourism-sector activities that have legal standing may participate in CITUR as associate members, with the approval of the member State where the entity, institution, or organization has been incorporated or has its main office. The CITUR will address and agree on the principal guidelines to be followed in respect of the admission of Associate Members, including their participation in public meetings of CITUR Subcommittees and Working Groups as well as the manner and amounts of Membership dues to be contributed by Associated Members. 
3.
Mandates of CITUR emanating from (CIDI/TUR-XIX/DEC.1/11 rev. 1) and (CIDI/TUR-XIX/RES. 1/11 rev. 1)
Resolution CIDI/TUR-XIX/DEC.1/11 rev. 1) relates to the Declaration of San Salvador for a Sustainable Development of Tourism in the Americas and Resolution (CIDI/TUR-XIX/RES.1/11 rev. 1 relates to "Key issues for joint cooperation in the tourism sector in the framework of the Special Fund Multilateral of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI)". Both resolutions provided specific mandates and responsibilities for the CITUR. In this regard, the meeting will discuss the progress made in the implementation of the mandates of both resolutions. 
4.
Report on the activities of the Office of Tourism, Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism and Technical Secretariat to CITUR 
The CITUR will receive a report presented by the Office of Tourism with respect to activities undertaken since the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress in El Salvador as well as tourism developments in the Americas.
5.
Guideline for the preparation of the work Plan of the CITUR and progress related to the development of tourism projects and programs to be financed under FEMCIDI.
The meeting will discuss the guidelines for the preparation of a work plan for CITUR including those related to the execution of mandates of the Declaration of San Salvador and how the CITUR can contribute to the design of the tourism related programs to be carried out under FEMCIDI.
6.
Preparation of the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.

The meeting will address preparations to date in relation to the hosting of the Twentieth Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism to be held in Quito, Ecuador, on September 12 and 13, 2012. 
a. Special Guests of the XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of tourism.

The meeting will receive a list of special guests and attendees at the upcoming XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism in Quito in September for their consideration and approval.
b. Draft Declaration – Quito Consensus

The meeting will deliberate on the elements of the declaration to be proposed to the Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism for their consideration in September.
c. Hemispheric Tourism Fund
The Declaration of San Salvador instructed that, CITUR  in coordination with the relevant bodies of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), the necessary steps be taken to create a financing and cooperation mechanism among the national ministries and authorities of  tourism, through a hemispheric tourism fund composed of voluntary contributions, giving consideration to the participation of the private sector and international organizations, in order to support communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment but cannot fully achieve development. The meeting will discuss and define the principal elements to govern the operations of the Fund. These proposals would be sent to the Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism for consideration the XX Congress in Quito in September.
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