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ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT ON INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT ON WATER MANAGEMENT
(Document prepared by the Department of Sustainable Development)
The activities that are being developed about water management within the scope of Integral Development within the OAS are based on General Assembly resolutions, declarations and resolutions from Ministerial meetings and agreements from Presidential meetings; in these the countries clearly expressed specific concerns about issues not only related to the OAS pillar on development, but also to matters related to security, transparency, human rights, peace and democracy.
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These pathways for action outlined by the OAS Member States throughout their documents are also prove that the challenges on Climate Change, productivity and access to water (and its relationship with health), should be faced with concrete actions that contemplate integral solutions, not only including on them the social, economic and environmental scope, but adding other essential factors such as equity, gender sensitivity, poverty reduction and security. These topics are not unique to development, so the Water Agenda of the OAS should be part of a hemispheric vision that which recognizes the differences and sensitivities that each of these topics could have within the macro regions and countries of the Americas.   
It is deduced from 50 years of experiences water as a peace facilitator element, promoter of democracy and neighborliness; and to contribute to that, the OAS through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and its Department of Sustainable Development (SEDI-DSD-IWRM
), base operatively its water agenda oriented to the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS in Spanish)
 approved by the Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development of the Americas,  whose objective is to serve to the interests of the Member States to reaffirm the priority strategic actions within an inclusive framework of sustainable development. Its priorities are developed through specific areas of action, being one of them water resources. 
	Water agenda within the framework of the  Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS)

	OAS Three areas of general action
	SEDI-DSD-IWRM in particular
	2013 Actions

	Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue and coordinate the progress in the areas of sustainable development.

	Support to, mechanisms for intergovernmental dialogue y and the cooperation in policy development and strategies in integrated water resources management in accordance with relevant international legislation. 
Facilitate and strengthen the dialogue to address the problems that generate the linkage between environmental degradation and health, with the support and participation of specialized agencies. 
Support to initiatives to provide water and good quality sanitation to the population, integrating actions with the Pan American Health Organization; promote crosscutting approximations to the integrated water resources management in accordance with relevant international legislation and the planning and use of territory, integrating the ecological, economic and social dimensions in the design of programs and projects.

	Process and approval of the resolution AG/RES. 2780 (XLIII-O/13) about “Promoting Integrated Water Resource Management in the Americas”, promoted by the government of Colombia (June 5, 2013) 

· Presentation of Resolution AG/RES. 2780 (XLIII-O/13) to the OAS Focal Points on Water through the Permanent Missions to the OAS.

· Presentation of Resolution AG/RES. 2780 (XLIII-O/13) to the national water authorities of Argentina, Dominican Republic, Mexico and Costa Rica.

· Promote and support the preparation of the course “Diplomacia Hídrica” in response to the suggestion of Argentina Government. Course prepared by the T Technological Institute from Monterrey-Mexico, and Oslo University, with the support of the SEDI-Scholarships program.
· Preparation of a CIDI session devoted to water resources in 2014. Preparación de una sesión de CIDI dedicada a los recursos hídricos en 2014.

Process towards the VII World Water Forum (Korea) and the VIII Inter-American Dialogue on Water (D8):
· Meeting with Organizations allies of water in the Americas that participate in the regional and thematic processes.
· 1st consultation with the Inter-American Water Resources Network about the arrangements of the VIII Inter-American Dialogue on Water (D8).
Contributions to the V Assessment Report on Climate Change impacts, adaptation and vulnerability within the framework of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

	Support the exchange of information related to sustainable development, and facilitates the exchange of experiences between countries, institutions and organizations.


	Support to actions to promote the dissemination and the exchange of information and experiences in water resources management between countries of the hemisphere through the strengthening of information mechanisms and networks. 

Support and promotion of special meetings such as water forums, inter-American dialogue on water, as well as sub regional meetings that facilitate the discussion between water authorities and the society linked to water management.

Sharing of good practices, dissemination of information and facilitation of discussions related with the strengthening of policies, legal frameworks and institutions, to face the issues of water resources and land degradation, and its linkages to the environment. 

	Experiences on “Water Governance in the Americas”:

· Crosscutting cooperation with the DSD- Environmental Law, Policy and Governance Section “Water Governance and Free Trade Agreements”

· Development and revision of the technical document about water governance in Panama and free trade agreements.
· Exchange of information with Mexico, Brazil and the OECD.

Experiences with partner organizations in the Americas and Member States:
IICA about “water and food Security in the Americas”: virtual training to the IICA country staff about the experience of the OAS on water management.

· Panelist on the IICA 8th annual session “IICA Day: Water to feed the land of the Americas”.
· Preparation of cooperation OAS-SEDI-DSD-IICA, including trainings in Peru, Costa Rica and Honduras.
UNESCO about water in the borderline regions of the Americas:

· Contribution to the ISARM programs (OAS-UNESCO), TWAP-IGRAC (UNESCO).
Global Environmental Facility  (GEF):

· Cooperation with the GEF International Waters Program, with the GEF training Program, with the GEF strategic planning on international waters:
“The value of the regional organisms in the GEF international waters program”.
IUCN: Member of the Steering Committee of the IUCN Project about “Improving the welfare and the water governance in the Americas”.
· Presentation of the article “OAS: 50 years promoting water diplomacy in the Americas”.

International Water Association (IWA):

· In cooperation with the IUCN, contributions to the program “Linkages Water-Energy”; organization of the world water conference about water, energy and food (China, 2014).


	Act as partner in cooperation between partners involved on sustainable development in those areas where the General Secretariat of the OAS has a comparative advantage. 
	Support Member States on the formulation and execution of programs and strategic projects of action on Integrated Water Resources Management to promote sustainable development.
Establish, between Member States, mechanisms for Integrated Management taking into consideration public participation and decision making processes.
Support Member States on efforts to strengthen institutional capacities and policies, programs about legislation and regulation related to the implementation of practices on Integrated Water Resources Management. 

Design and implementation of programs and projects that allow the recognition of wetlands as essential ecosystems on groundwater recharge, in the conservation of biodiversity and in the supply of quality water, as well as strengthening of actions that ensure the ecological richness of wetlands.
	Projects implementation: 

· Plata Basin. 

· Great American Chaco. 

· Bravo River Basin. 

· SHRU-Brazil (Solid Waste Management).
· Satellite applications for IWRM (CONAE-PROSAT).
· Trinational basin TRIFINIO-Honduras.

· ISARM-Americas 2014-2015.
Preparation and signature of the technical cooperation agreement between the government of Honduras and the General Secretariat of the OAS.
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Important documents about water management in the OAS:


AG/RES. 2312 (XXXVII-O/07): Report of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI.


AG/RES. 2349 (XXXVII-O/07): Water, Health, and Human Rights.


AG/RES. 2347 (XXXVII-O/07): Inter-American Meeting on the Economic, Social, and Environmental Aspects of the Availability of, and Access to, Drinking Water.


AG/RES. 2391 (XXXVIII-O/08): Inter-American Meeting on Improving the Availability of, and Access to, Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation Services.


AG/RES. 2644 (XLI-O/11): Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development Within the Framework of CIDI.


AG/RES. 2760 (XLII-O/12): The Human Right to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation.


AG/RES. 2780 (XLIII-O/13): Promoting Integrated Water Resource Management in the Americas.
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� Integrated Water Resources Management Section (IWRM).


� FIRST INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS AND OEA/XLIII.1 HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CIDI/RIMDS/doc.21/06 rev. 2 December 4-5, 2006 11 May 2007 Santa Cruz de la Sierra,+
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