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GUIDELINES FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF THE 
VARIOUS MODALITIES OF COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
(Agreed on at the 38th regular meeting, held on May 22, 2014)

In accordance with the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 2778 (XLIII-O/13), the following guidelines are agreed on to deepen cooperation for development in the OAS, taking into account the relevant efforts to ensure that development cooperation in the OAS is effective and supports the achievement of results.
Cooperation within OAS-SEDI
The Charter of the OAS establishes that inter-American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of the member states, within the framework of the democratic principles and the institutions of the inter-American system. It should include the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields, support the achievement of national objectives of the member states, and respect the priorities established by each country in its development plans and strategies, without political ties or conditions. 
With the adoption of AG/DEC.1 (XX-E/94) the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the member states undertake to promote partnership for development as a fundamental objective of the OAS and as an authentic manifestation of inter-American solidarity based on the recognition of eminently endogenous development processes, without seeking to impose predetermined single or other models valuing direct participation of communities and including the public and private sectors in the solution to their problems, so as to achieve sustainable development.
Within the context of the OAS, the promotion of solidarity among member states has been a critical part of the development thrust of the organization from its inception. Article 94 of the OAS Charter states that: “The purpose of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development is to promote cooperation among the American States for the purpose of achieving integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty.” Among member states of the OAS, cooperation has taken on many different forms, as countries consider their own national development strategies and foreign policy imperatives. The OAS Secretariat plays a key role in facilitating cooperation for development. 
Recognizing the value of cooperation within the development context, in 1999 the General Assembly established the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation in Development (IACD), as a subsidiary organ of CIDI, with the core mission of facilitating development cooperation among member states. In that sense, development cooperation is nexus of the work undertaken within the secretariat through the various projects and programs under implementation. More recently, cooperation within SEDI has been organized through networks created for that purpose. Many of these networks employ a triangular mode of cooperation with assistance from developed countries or other organizations to carry out their work with the OAS as facilitator. (As a reference, see Appendix I. List of terms and definitions commonly accepted in the field of cooperation)
In furtherance of the Cartagena 2012 Summit mandate that states “To strengthen public-private partnerships, and partnerships with all stakeholders, to promote the reduction of poverty and inequality as well as the economic and social development of the communities in which they operate. (Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity, Cartagena, 2012),” a number of strategic partnerships have been established with development partners, civil society organizations, foundations, regional organizations, academic institutions, associations and other relevant partners for provide cooperative responses to challenges of the region.
In recognition of the continued need for development cooperation and to facilitate a coherent and effective approach for SEDI activities in this area, it is important to consider the existence of a diversity of cooperation mechanisms and modalities. (See annex)
Considering the above, CIDI approved the following guidelines for strengthening cooperation pursued through SEDI:
1. As part of its core functions and authority, the Management Board of the IACD (MB/IACD) will support the Technical Cooperation Section of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), which serves as the focal point for the coordination and management of partnership for development programming, in order to strengthen the capacity of the General Secretariat of the OAS, consistent with the trends and initiatives within the Hemisphere and in the international arena.
2. The Director General of the IACD will promote coordination between the different Secretariats and cooperation mechanisms within the OAS, in order to create synergies to facilitate the exchange of information and best practices so as to avoid duplication of efforts.
3. SEDI will continue to coordinate the cooperation for development activities of the various areas of activity identified in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development and, to accomplish this, will work in close collaboration and in consultation with the cooperation authorities of member states.
4. SEDI will create a virtual center to facilitate access to and exchange of information on development cooperation. This will include existing cooperation networks and cooperation mechanisms and programs, in order to promote greater engagement on South-South and Triangular cooperation, based on the experiences of member states.
5. The Director General of the IACD will participate actively in international fora to propose and develop innovative cooperation initiatives that are aligned with the needs of member states and strengthen cooperation within the OAS.
6. Recognizing that each member state has unique skills and experiences to share for the benefit of others, member states shall inform the IACD, through the Technical Cooperation Section, of the cooperation programs in which they wish to participate, either as suppliers or beneficiaries. This information will be shared on a regular basis in order to continue to build the cooperation portfolio.
7. The Technical Cooperation Section, in consultation with member states and other institutions, will establish concrete criteria for the various cooperation modalities employed by placing special emphasis on approach, financing mechanisms and implementation, for the purpose of monitoring progress and evaluating results.
8. To more effectively support member state needs through the OAS, the MB/IACD and the Technical Cooperation Section will collaborate in linking a plan for resource mobilization and expansion of a funding base to support development cooperation initiatives as well as initiatives arising from implementation of these guidelines.
9. The contributions from the private sector to the various cooperation initiatives that the OAS promotes shall be governed in accordance with the provisions contained in the General Standards to govern the operation of the General Secretariat.
10. Documentation of cooperation activities will be standardized to adequately reflect the quantification of “in-kind” contributions and the exchange of experiences, among others. The documentation and the sharing of processes and results can serve to enhance and encourage additional cooperation, support the monitoring and evaluation of cooperation activities, and provide a concrete record of achievement.
11. Strengthen the forum for dialogue among cooperation authorities of the region, with a view to deepening the exchange of information and practices and the incorporation of the various forms of development cooperation in member states.
12. As part of preparations for the next Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development, the MB/IACD will support efforts towards incorporating into that Plan processes, procedures, and tools to encourage and promote South-South and triangular cooperation.  
13. Work together with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the OAS Secretariat for External Relations (SER) to coordinate and link existing networks and efforts to make hemispheric cooperation more effective by facilitating dialogue and establishing agreements on inter-American cooperation, as well as sharing of experiences in international cooperation management.
14. Ask SEDI to submit, as part of partnership for development efforts, for MB/IACD consideration, a strategy for resource management and collaboration with other international cooperation stakeholders, such as the private sector, academia, and civil society, to deliver concrete results in this area.
We also feel that a review of the IACD Statutes and the rules of procedure of the Management Board would be in order, to see whether they may need to be adjusted. 
APPENDIX I 
List of terms and definitions commonly accepted in the field of cooperation: 
· Triangular co­operation is generally described as a partnership between developing countries for implementing a development program with the support of a developed country or an international organization.  

(see UNDP, 2004; CUTS, 2005; Kumar, 2008; UN ECOSOC, 2008a). 

The UNDP defines triangular cooperation as “a way of fostering development by leveraging the best features of cooperation between developing countries with assistance from developed countries” (UNDP, 2004)

The OECD defines some characteristics of triangular cooperation as described in the following document:  Policy Dialogue on Triangular Co-operation – Summary of Discussions (only available in English)
· South-South Cooperation: a process whereby two or more developing countries pursue their individual and/or shared national capacity development objectives through exchanges of knowledge, skills, resources and technical know-how, and through regional and interregional collective actions, including partnerships involving Governments, regional organizations, civil society, academia and the private sector, for their individual and/or mutual benefit within and across regions.  South-South cooperation is not a substitute for, but rather a complement to, North-South cooperation.
· North-South Cooperation: Development cooperation from the north (developed countries) to the south (developing countries)  (UN)
· Public Private Partnerships (multi-stakeholder partnerships): This concept of partnership between governments and a broad range of non-state actors offers a complimentary approach to traditional public service delivery and also provides an alternative to full privatization of public service delivery. Public-private sector partnerships combine the power, authority, social responsibility, and public sector accountability obligation with private sector finance, technology, managerial efficiency, and entrepreneurial abilities, as well as the informed voice, energy, drive and oversight responsibilities of civil society organizations. (UNDP)
Conceptual orientations used in the Inter-American scope:
· Cooperation between countries, along with horizontal alliances are dynamic processes and arrangements that do not have a predefined structure, but rather are flexible and adaptable to the particular challenges and political frameworks of the countries involved. Arrangements may be bilateral (between two countries); triangular (between two countries, with financial or another type of support from a third source - another country or an international partner in the field of cooperation); or may consist of a cooperation network that brings together a number of countries and stakeholders towards a shared goal. The common factor is that all arrangements must be country led and based on exchange of knowledge, skills, resources, technology or practical technical knowledge through collective action and inclusive partnerships involving governments, civil society, academia, and the private sector, for individual or mutual benefit of the countries involved.
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