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I. IMPORTANCE OF THE ISSUE OF MIGRATION IN THE AMERICAS

Immigration is becoming an increasingly important issue on national, regional, and multilateral agendas because of its demographic, economic, social, cultural, and even political implications for countries of origin, transit, host, and return. This means working toward a coherent, comprehensive, and balanced view of migration, that is based on recognition of and respect for the dignity and human rights of migrants, regardless of their migration status; that takes into consideration the causes and effects of migration, as well as the challenges and opportunities it presents; and that recognizes the individual and collective potential of migrants as an important factor for development.  

Our region is no stranger to this reality that is inherent to the integration and globalization processes currently underway. Based on the information of the Report on International Migration in the Americas 2012 (SICREMI) and of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), it can be claimed that the Americas contribute almost 60 million migrants to the global total of 232 million international migrants and, of that figure, almost 7 million head to the European Union, according to the First Statistical Compendium on CELAC-EU Migration of 2013, and 40 million head for North America 

Similarly, according to World Bank estimates, 30 million people from Latin America and the Caribbean migrate from their home countries in search of better opportunities–turning the countries of the Hemisphere into origin, transit, and host countries and, more recently, even countries of returning migrants and their families. Furthermore, according to SICREMI, 80% of immigrants in the Americas are from other countries of the Hemisphere, specifically from a neighboring country. It may therefore be said that migration in this Hemisphere is a matter of interest and importance for all countries of the region. 

Globally, South-South migration is now as common as South-North migration, while North-South migration is on the rise.  According to statistics from the International Organization for Migration, 40% of adult migrants move from South to North, 33% move between countries in the South, 22% between countries in the North, and 5% from North to South. For the Americas in particular, flows between Latin American and Caribbean countries in 2011 were half of the flows from that region to Canada and the United States, according to SICREMI 2012.

It is also worth noting that, according to UN statistics, 64.2% of migrants in the Americas are between 20 and 64 years old, which is the productive age, and this is especially important in the case of the United States where just over 78% of immigrants fall into that age range; that the migration rate for highly qualified persons, especially in the health and scientific and technical fields, is more than 80% in some countries of the Hemisphere; and that women’s share of migration flows in the Americas has increased substantially in recent years, on par with or even surpassing that of men in some countries, accounting for 60%. These factors may have an impact on social and economic development, especially in countries of origin, through distortion of the population pyramid, loss of local productive capacity, brain drain from sectors that are key to development, and the breakup of families, among others.
The relationship between migration and development is also evident in migrants’ economic and social contributions, which are yet to get the recognition they deserve because of considerable information gaps in terms of their impact on the main economic and social indicators of the countries concerned, among other reasons. Through their productive endeavors, wealth creation, consumption patterns, taxes, payment for services, cultural contributions, ideas, and identities, for instance, migrants contribute to the development of host countries; meanwhile, with the transfer of social and financial resources such as knowledge, skills and ideas, tourism, and remittances to family, they help ease the economic, political, and social effects of inequality and poverty, provide access to education and health, and even increase productive investment, encourage entrepreneurship, and create jobs, among other things.

In recent years, the significant increase in the population of returning migrants has been gaining importance in some countries. In that respect, challenges that countries of origin must deal with include timely recognition of and attention to the needs of this population in terms of education, health, and housing; and designing instruments to tap the experience, skills, and knowledge gained by migrants that left, combining this with knowledge, existing opportunities, and the understanding of the country’s situation, which those who stayed behind have sought.

Host countries should also deal with the challenges of integrating migrants into their societies through flexible, non-discriminatory regularization mechanisms while fully observing human rights.

II.
AREAS OF CONSENSUS ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

· Emphasize the close nexus among migration, development, and human rights based on the conviction that migrants are individuals with rights, and recognize that respect for and the effective exercise of the human rights of migrants as well as taking advantage of the positive aspects of international migration are fundamental pillars of development. 

· Note the need to quantify the impact of migration on the main economic and social indicators of the countries concerned and promote generation and regular systematization of comprehensive information and data about migratory flows so as to enable informed decision-making in this area.

· Recognize the potential of migrants and their families as agents for development.

· Recognize that migration has the potential to have a direct impact on development in countries of origin, transit, and host, and that this, in turn, influences migration.

· Consider incorporating migration into the formulation of public policies in the region’s countries.

· Promote participation, cooperation, and partnership-building among governments, the private sector, international organizations, academia, and civil society, to ensure consistency and maximum effectiveness of policies aimed at taking optimal advantage of migration’s positive effects on development in the countries of the region and to address their challenges. 

· Reaffirm the importance of promoting safe, orderly, and regular migration, paying particular attention to vulnerable people, such as women, children, adolescents, members of indigenous groups, etc.

· Emphasize that migration should be an option and not a necessity.

· Reaffirm the importance of giving the issue of migration due consideration when preparing the post-2015 Development Agenda by recognizing that, given the comprehensive nature of this issue, it could potentially achieve specific development objectives. 
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