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BIOGRAPHY OF MS. SHERRY TROSS,

 ACTING EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (SEDI)
V. Sherry Tross currently serves as Acting Executive Secretary of the Organization of American States Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (OAS-SEDI) where she leads a team of dedicated professionals working to advance sustainable and inclusive socio-economic development in the Americas.
From 2010-2012, she directed the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, providing advisory, negotiating and organizational support for the Sixth Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Americas. In that capacity, she also coordinated technical input and post-Summit follow-up of the twelve international and regional institutions that comprise the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), and facilitated social actor participation in the Summit of the Americas process.

As Chief of Staff to the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS from 2006-2010, Ms. Tross coordinated the office’s policy and operational focus. She managed the Secretariat to the General Assembly, Meetings of Consultation, Permanent Council and Subsidiary Organs; directed the work of the technical teams supporting the Permanent Council, its Committees and Working Groups; and facilitated the planning and organization of five regular sessions of the OAS General Assembly and four emergency meetings of Foreign Ministers to respond to situations of crisis. Additionally, she coordinated and supervised six Departments and Offices including the Department of Conferences and Meetings, Offices of the General Secretariat in Member States, Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) and the Columbus Memorial Library.

Prior to that appointment, Ms. Tross was political advisor and principal speechwriter for the OAS Assistant Secretary General. She provided policy advice and political analysis, and drafted speeches that addressed a range of socio-economic, security and political issues. She also served as the Office’s focal point for private sector engagement and as primary liaison with the OAS Office on Trade and Integral Development.

From 2003-2005, Ms. Tross was Director of Business Development at the World Trade Center Miami where she developed programs on competitiveness, organized business matchmaking opportunities, and carried out training programs and workshops in coordination with private sector partners as well as state and county agencies.  She also developed the trade education component of the SeaCargo Americas Conference and Trade Show directed at maritime and logistics executives from the Americas, Europe and Asia.

As Program Director at the Dante B. Fascell North-South Center, Ms. Tross was responsible for the conceptualization and execution of a range of capacity building programs for government officials and private sector representatives; the organization of an annual conference on hemispheric security with military officers from the US, Canada, Caribbean and Latin America; and the editing of a monthly report brief and analysis of US-Latin American policy and other topical issues in the Americas. She also served on the organizing committee of the official civil society forum at the 2003 Trade Ministerial in Miami. A founding Research Fellow for the University of Miami’s Caribbean Program from 1992-1994, she conducted research on regional trade agreements and the effects of globalization on small states.

Ms. Tross has provided consulting services for government agencies and private companies. She has been a speaker, commentator and rapporteur at public fora on a range of development and security topics. She holds a B.A. in Spanish and Government from Hamilton College and an M.A. in International Relations from the University of Miami.
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