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GEOTOURISM TO THE BENEFIT OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES
(Concept paper presented by the delegation of Honduras in support of the proposed theme for the Twenty-First Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism)
Mindful of the fact that Honduras is a world pioneer in its commitment to implementing a national geotourism strategy, we believe it of vital importance that it be developed as the core theme of the Twenty-First Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.
As we well know, geotourism centers on the relationship between the traveler and their environment, creating new and unique destinations out of the latter.  It encompasses the flora and fauna, historical structures, archaeological sites, landscapes, traditional architecture, and the full gamut of cultural expression, from music and crafts, to folklore, art, and culinary traditions.  Geotourism should offer visitors a pleasing and enriching experience, making them feel part of the destination and in harmony with themselves.
As a country mindful of the social and economic well-being of its people, Honduras is investing in the benefits that geotourism will bring the nation.  Geotourism is important not only for the economic benefits and development that it brings, but also for the pride it evokes in the community with the discovery of the importance of their unique heritage, which, in turn, bolsters the population's own sense of worth.
The geotourism strategy enables us to involve different sectors, such as local government, communities, private enterprise, and external organizations, among others, giving rise to a common consensus that encourages sound stewardship and attracts tourists in manageable numbers.
A successful tourism industry depends on continual analysis and monitoring of the economic and social benefits that a region or country accrues. For that reason, the definition of geotourism should be kept very much in mind as a tool for assessing any measure that we propose to adopt as a state.
Objectives:
1. That geotourism development take into account the human, natural, and cultural resources that exist in different tourism regions.

2. To seek sustainability while striving to ensure inclusive and equitable human well-being. 

3. To increase the benefits to receiving communities, while preserving the integrity of environmental, cultural, and heritage resources.

4. To include local communities, vulnerable groups, and ethnic groups in the development of tourism activities.

5. To preserve and raise awareness of the heritage and cultural values of tourism communities in order to keep intact their unique sociocultural attributes (dance, music, arts, gastronomy, dress).
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