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OPENING REMARKS OF AMBASSADOR NIERMALA BADRISING, 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME, CHAIR OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI), ON THE AGENDA ITEM ECOSYSTEMS MANAGEMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

(XLIX regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, 
held June 9, 2015)

I am pleased to welcome our speakers who will share their views on the role and the impact of ecosystems on water and the environmental future of the Hemisphere.

To add an element of coherence and inter-relationship to today’s meeting, I would like to remind delegations that the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development will meet on June 29th and 30th, to: (i)  exclusively discuss the next Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, better known as PIDS, and (ii) to continue preparations for the Meeting of Ministers and High-level authorities of Sustainable Development in October 2015. 

With this in mind, the presentations by our panel of international experts on water and ecosystems in the Americas are intended to foster a rich exchange of ideas between Member States in order to eventually develop a stronger Program for Sustainable Development.

Additionally, considering that the Western Hemisphere houses almost half the world’s available water, and also recognizing the increase in global freshwater demand due to rapid economic growth, we are called to discuss and take action in light of the strains, challenges and opportunities incumbent upon the ecosystems and water resources across this hemisphere. 

In this regard, it is also important to bear in mind the content of resolution “AG/RES. 2780 (XLIII-O/13) entitled “Promoting Integrated Water Resource Management in the Americas”. This Resolution recognizes the fundamental importance of ecosystems in maintaining the quantity and quality of water and the relevance hereof as a vital part of the water systems of the Americas. 

These ecosystems are also critical for the future of our cities and the security of rural populations, given that they are found in the upper regions of the basins across the Americas and since these constitute a major source of clean water for our cities.  Importantly, this Resolution recognizes the relevance of water to the region within the context of the ongoing global dialogue for the establishment of the post-2015 development agenda and the sustainable development goals.

I would like to highlight some relevant details related to the natural resource capacity of the Americas in order to outline some key considerations that must remain at the forefront of discussions of this nature.

· Biodiversity and ecosystems are critical resources for our region. These resources provide us with environmental services such as clean air and water, soil fertility, as well as biological products essential to life, while also serving as a source of employment, food and welfare.

· Approximately 22% of the world's forests are in the region. Forest production represents 2% of GDP in the region, equivalent to a total of U.S. $ 40,000 million as of 2006.  Biological resources constitute a capital asset with great potential.

· The amount of water per capita in the Americas is the most encouraging statistically when compared with the rest of the world. The water resources available, has helped many economies in the development of hydropower, transportation and irrigation for food productivity. While the Americas have been blessed with an abundance of water resources, many of the countries in the region are still suffering from water scarcity. This problem is not only associated with natural distribution, but other factors, such as governance of water. 


· It is estimated that during the next 15 years the global economy will continue its rapid growth. In this context, millions of people will migrate toward cities where 80% of productivity takes place, 70% of global energy is consumed and 70% of greenhouse gases are emitted.  This could lead to a rise in the middle class where consumption becomes unsustainable and would also lead to an increase in pressure on natural resources, which would cause potential conflicts, particularly in trans-boundary regions.

· Protection, conservation and sustainable management of ecosystems represent a fundamental opportunity to face these challenges in the Americas. We need to take urgently decisive action to better manage water resources and to better conserve and maintain species and ecosystems to move towards more sustainable use of natural resources.

·  We must strengthen our institutional capacity to conserve biodiversity at both the national and international levels.   Wise natural resource use requires local action and effective international cooperation for the protection and enhancement of ecosystem functions, biological corridors, and genetic resources. The involvement and support of local communities is key to the success of this approach.

These discussions are intended to support and enhance our knowledge pool and add value and perspective, as we move to achieve greater success in this domain for ensuring  sustainable development of the peoples and  countries of the Americas.
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