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Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, thank you for inviting the International Institute for Sustainable Development to this morning’s meeting.  I know members are looking forward to next week`s Ministerial and High Level meeting on Sustainable Development, to be hosted in Honduras. 

One of the core themes will be the newly-adopted Sustainable Development Goals.   Heads of State and Government met in New York two weeks ago, to commit to the adoption and implementation of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and their 169 targets.

The SDGs mark an historic moment.  They will focus the development agenda of countries, businesses, civil society, academic research for the next 15 years.   

Their importance begins with their inclusivity.  Unlike the Bretton Woods system that has guided international economic relations for the past 70 years, the SDGs embody the priorities of all UN member countries.  Unlike the MDGs of the past decade, the SDGs are also universally applicable to all countries.

This theme of inclusivity goes beyond how they were adopted and where they will be applied, to their core substantive focus.  

Rather than focusing on development as a series of specialized and separate disciplines, the SDGs are transformative because they form a package.  What is new is how the SDGs bridge different areas that we know from on-the-ground experience are strongly linked.

For example, energy policies are linked to climate-related action to scale up and finance clean, low-carbon renewable energy; food security is linked to integrated water resource management, land-tenure and international and regional trade agreements; natural disaster risk reduction is linked to land use zoning, tourism, and resilient infrastructure that embeds climate adaptation. 

The transformative nature of the SDGs lies in this move away from stand-alone economic, legal or institutional specialization, and towards a more inclusive focus on policy coherence and policy integration, beginning at the national level.

We are seeing impressive examples of this integration across the Americas.  To give a few, Colombia has created a Commission of different ministries and others to address SDG implementation.  In Jamaica, the Prime Minister chairs a similar multi-ministerial initiative around the SDGs.  Mexico`s world class mainstreaming of biodiversity conservation within economic policy, to Brazil`s action in integrated water resource work and the focus of the Caribbean countries in climate risk identification and natural disaster prevention. 

As the nationalization of the SDGs is underway, the role of international organizations to support country efforts, to share successful practices and to help coordination action becomes critical. 


The Inter-American system has shown real leadership in advancing sustainable development for the past twenty years. 

The focus of the current PIDS program of work has been on integrated development.  The work of SEDI has focused on integrating different disciplines and perspectives.  

The Department of Sustainable Development - under the exceptional leadership of Cletus Springer and impressive group of international professionals such as Claudia de Windt -- have supported practical actions to identify and support these links, in such diverse fields as agriculture, low-carbon energy systems, rule of law, disaster risk reduction and other areas.  

IISD believes that the OAS will play a critical role in supporting in country SDG implementation and measurement.  IISD looks forward to working with member states as well as working closely with the OAS and DSD in fulfilling the 2030 development agenda in the Americas. 
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