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Thank you, Chair.  It is my pleasure to add some general thoughts on the 2030 Development Agenda and the implications it has for the OAS and SEDI’s work.

We have heard from our distinguished guests, who I would like to thank for taking the time to share with this Council their views on the challenges and opportunities of nationalizing the sustainable development goals in terms of policy coherence and government integration, as well as on developing SDGs measurements and indicators. 

In its report “Realizing the Future We Want for All”, the United Nations Task Team laid out the three principles that constitute the common underlying elements of a 2030 global development agenda — human rights, equality and sustainability — and the four dimensions of development where progress will be needed, as environmental sustainability, peace and security, inclusive economic development and inclusive human development. These are the areas for possible goal- and target-setting. However, underpinning these global goals and targets, there are several enabling conditions that need to be in place to facilitate progress towards achieving these goals.

Now that our leaders have set the direction and targets with the adoption of the 2030 Development Agenda, we must concentrate, at all levels, in defining “how” we can work toward those goals, and measure progress.

All developing countries will need continued support to pursue sustainable development, but the kind of support needed will undoubtedly change over time. A different mix of financial support, capacity-building, knowledge-sharing and technology transfer will be required.  Paragraph 3 of the OAS Declaration of Asuncion adopted in 2014, recognizes this by calling on the General Secretariat to take account of the work being done in the development of the 2030 agenda and to incorporate its results in its programs and activities.  And the OAS development pillar, through its CIDI policy dialogue and Ministerial processes, as well as the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development programming, has begun this important work.  

The evolution of the SDGs and the 2030 agenda parallels on-going processes within the OAS and the work of this Council, including the development of a new Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, the update/revision of the Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development (PIDS), as well as the OAS comprehensive strategic plan called for in the Special General Assembly resolution on Strategic Vision.  These three instruments, along with the Declarations and Plan of Actions to be adopted in upcoming sectoral Ministerial, present an ideal opportunity to align, in a more comprehensive and organized way, the OAS development work with the SDGs. 

Each Ministerial process will bring its own opportunities for incorporating the SDGS.  We expect to have a robust exchange on this during Ministerial of Sustainable Development, to be held in Tela, Honduras, in just a week, and the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, to be held in Mexico in December, already included in the Draft Declaration and Draft Plan of Action of Cancun, negotiated two weeks ago, their commitment to Goals 8 and 10 of the 2030 Development Agenda.

Although these are important efforts, I believe this Council and our programming has to work in a more coordinated and integrated way.  And to achieve this, I have several proposals we can start thinking about:  

(I am a true believer of strategic planning and setting goals, so, as I have been telling my staff at SEDI and some of you in the one-on-one meetings we have had, I am using these short weeks before the year’s end, to gather as much knowledge, views and information on the development pillar and the functioning of SEDI so that the first week of January SEDI lead staff can seat and develop a strategic plan based on your mandates and your guidance.  So, I welcome your suggestions and feedback on these few proposals) 

Firstly To work in a more integrated fashion with the UN. As stated in article 1 of the OAS Charter, within the UN the OAS is a regional agency, and as such we should work towards establishing and becoming more directly involved in meetings of select bodies, such as the biennial, High-level Development Cooperation Forum.

Also to have a more coordinated approach among CIDI political bodies and sectors:  CIDI is the OAS main development forum, and is objective, as stated in the OAS Charter, is to promote cooperation among the American States for the purpose of achieving integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty with respect to the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields.  With respect to the SDGs, one of the main challenges will be addressing areas that cut across social and economic domains such as goal 1 which links poverty reduction with resilience building of the poor and those in vulnerable situations.  In that respect, CIDI might consider actions like:

i. Convening a series of policy dialogues on the 17 SDGs. This could be done in coordination with the sectoral authorities or the corresponding Inter-American Committees.  I would also be of immense value in helping to build consensus on the more precise role of the SEDI in helping to advance the attainment of the goals.

ii. Holding the High-level Authorities of Cooperation meeting that the OAS General Assembly calls members States to do.

iii. Agreeing on a program for Ministerial meetings for the next several years, so that a comprehensive calendar of meetings and topics can be established that includes a series of discussions, both sectoral and intersectoral, on issues relevant to the SDGs and the region.

Finally, SEDI’s programming and partnerships:  In my remarks to the last meeting of this Council I stressed 5 areas SEDI should concentrate in strengthening and deepening.  They included policy dialogue, the “One SEDI” integrated approach, the incorporation of results-based programming and reporting, deepening the existing partnerships and establishing policies for private partnerships for a common goal, and communicating our work and results.  
We have many examples of programs that contribute to one or several of the SDGs goals, being these, to name just a few, on goal No 1 “End poverty in all its forms everywhere”, or goal 4 “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”, or 5 “Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls”, or 7 “to ensure access to affordable, reliable and modern energy for all”….and I could go on and on until I list most or almost all of the goals.  Independent actions that produce positive and sustainable change are always welcome, but I believe that we at the SEDI could do a better job in coordinating our efforts to support member States in a more strategic and targeted way.  (It is my objective that the strategic planning for SEDI I mentioned early on, would make contribution towards this ends).
In closing I would like to stress that the OAS and SEDI, as its development arm, have a lot to offer and to contribute regionally to this effort.  We at SEDI are contributing, and can continue to do so though our policy dialogue, capacity building and institutional strengthening programming, our networks and workshops to exchange of practices and lessons learned, and by continue promoting cooperation among our countries.  

I welcome your ideas and contributions so that we can work together, as a regional organization and leader of the Inter-American system, in imbedding the SDGs into our work and in supporting member States in their efforts to attain these goals. 

Thank you.
