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Being this the first meeting under my Chairmanship, I have included in the order of business a “Dialogue on Advancing the Development Agenda within the OAS and Strengthening CIDI”. This builds on the work begun by my predecessor and seeks to elevate the level of political discussion and debate on the key pillar of development.  

The Integral development agenda is critical to every single Member State of the OAS – whether developed or developing. The ability to work together not only at a bilateral level but within this multilateral forum to advance sustainable economic growth is one of the most powerful tools at our disposal. Now, more than ever, we need to strengthen it. 

In the 4 years that I have been at the OAS, I have been a vocal supporter of development programs within the OAS. For many countries, including mine, the development pillar is not incidental. It is a critical part of why we joined this Organization. We have benefited from that partnership with the OAS over the years and look forward to maintaining that strong and active partnership in the years ahead.

The importance of the soft diplomacy impact and value of development cannot be overstated, and must go hand in hand with basic rights and freedoms. And CIDI and all of its tools and mechanisms of dialogue and cooperation provide the ideal venue. However, if we want to be effective, we would need to refine our thinking and focus our objectives.  

A recent ECLAC Statistical Year Book for Latin American and the Caribbean
 released mid December, shows both important progress in the region as well continued challenges:  

· The numbers of living in poverty in the region over the last 20 years have fallen from 48.4% (1990) to 30.4% (2011).  

· Extreme poverty or indigence is down almost 10 percentage points, from 22.6% to 12.8% o the population.  

· Employment has risen and its quality improved, while unemployment had dropped below pre-crisis levels (6.6%) and it is expected to continue decreasing.  

However, the region carries a legacy that perpetuates inequalities and exclusions.  

· The levels of poverty are still stunning. 174 million people or 30.4% of the region’s population live in poverty, 73 million of whom are indigent.

· Many in the region hover just above the poverty line and are economically vulnerable. 

· 94% children attend primary school, but the quality of their education is deficient. Of these, just attend 75% secondary level of education. And, the average number of people on technical or university courses was three times higher in the richest quintile than in the poorest quintile.

· And too many communities remain marginalized without full access to opportunity.

These are all fundamental issues that require action and solutions in order to strengthen and safeguard our democracies.  

To tackle these two sides of the same coin, the OAS Charter created its two Councils, the Permanent Council and CIDI -- both directly responsible to the General Assembly (Article 70) and with the authority to act in their areas of competence. In the case of CIDI, the objective is to promote cooperation among the American States for the purpose of achieving integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty. 

With the technical support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), we work in eight (8) wide areas of action -- social development and creation of productive employment, culture, education, sustainable development, scientific development and the exchange and transfer of technology, sustainable tourism, economic diversification and integration. 

These areas were defined in the Strategic Plan, extended by the GA until December 2013. All these eight areas are important, and all our countries have needs that could perhaps benefit from cooperation in all these areas.  However, if we, as Member States, want the OAS to be effective with the resources it is assigned, we need to focus its efforts and rationalize its functions.

The Secretary General’s Strategic Vision, makes a plea for Member States to stop addressing partial symptoms while postponing discussions on the root causes, or to reduce discussions to administrative and budgetary topics. I support the call for a higher level discussion and the need for strategic dialogue, based on a long term vision, which would enable us to seek agreement on the major hemispheric issues and refine consensus on what member states expect of the OAS in the area of development. And the expectations are many. 

In my meetings with the Executive Secretary over the last few weeks, I’ve been pleased to learn that she fully shares Member States’ assessment of a need to sharpen the focus of the technical area, to work toward results, benefit from partnerships, and elaborate programs that are inclusive in nature and promote sustainability. 

However, Colleagues, we are all aware that the technical work of development carried out by the Secretariat and their ability to deliver a focused, robust and strengthened development agenda hinges on this area receiving due political attention and support from Member States, all of whom benefit from work carried out in this area.

In the case of development, the dialogue should be initiated in CIDI. I have put together an initial list of topics for discussion and reflection for the next several meetings, and am working with the Secretariat to identify development experts from outside the Organization to provide different and innovative perspectives that can contribute to those discussions.  

Additionally, so that CIDI can better complement the work of the Permanent Council, it is my intention to have periodic meetings with the Chair of the PC. I also intend to meet regularly with the Chairs of the Committees and Working Groups of CIDI so we can coordinate our work better and try to bridge communication gaps.

I have also called on the Executive Secretary to provide quarterly reports on activities and outcomes to this organ as part of an important and necessary engagement between political and technical processes of development.

Finally, as we prepare for this year’s General Assembly, I wish to propose to this body that we give serious consideration to four issues that I wish to highlight: 

1. Completion of the exercise on prioritization of mandates. This is key for our stated efforts to reduce mandates which do not reflect our strengths and core mission and to focus efforts and resources on those that do.

2. Avoiding the addition of new mandates. CIDI already has an exhaustive list of mandates. I would call on Member States to support the prioritization exercise and efforts to streamline our programs by exercising restraint, at least for a year and, instead of introducing new mandates, focus on strengthening the ones that have been deemed priority.

3. The Social Charter. This important instrument has largely gone unnoticed and should be given the attention it deserves. In the same vein, we should advance prudently and with full consultation on the Plan of Action of the Social Charter.

4. The need to redefine our thinking about the development agenda. The OAS cannot be all things to all people but neither can it be invisible or absent from the development arena as the political pendulum is shifting once again to place development front and center in bilateral, regional and multilateral arenas. In this context, I believe we should refine our thinking with a view to really strengthening this pillar for a changing Hemisphere and a changing world in which issues of social inclusion, human development and climate change increasingly inform the way in which we think about economic growth and prosperity.  

Colleagues, I hope that our discussion today at this inaugural meeting of CIDI for 2013 will move forward this dialogue. 

I look forward to working with the Member States, the Executive Secretary and her team in SEDI. I especially look forward to the support and participation of the Secretary General and Permanent Representatives in our meetings and in deliberations going forward.

In the coming days, I will be sending you proposed meeting dates and possible topics for CIDI meetings which will be held here in this room. I would wish to invite you to join us for these meetings and to enrich these discussions with your ideas and inputs.  I look forward to start this dialogue today. 

Before I open it to the floor, there is one other topic that I would like to discuss with you. It really relates to some things that I have heard about the role of the OAS regarding development vis-à-vis other institutions such as the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank. I would like to make something very, very clear. I do not ever propose to have the OAS or CIDI involved in lending activities. That is the role of the IDB and the World Bank. What I can tell you is this – and I would say this particularly for small nations and especially the ones in the Caribbean region – the World Bank and the IDB make loans but most of those loans are not really to Caribbean members.  Let me explain myself a bit. To begin with, countries like the Bahamas and Barbados have so-called “graduated” from the World Bank, which is quite remarkable because countries like Brazil, Turkey, and South Korea get funding from the World Bank. 
What I don’t think that people have paid attention to is that when you hear at the World Bank that you have a meeting of the Latin America and Caribbean, what it really is a 99.9% meeting on Latin America and .1% or 1% if that of Caribbean. But our word at the World Bank is not through our particular country.  We are represented at the World Bank by Canada.  Mind you Canada does a good job, but still, we come under the umbrella of Canada. So what I’m trying to get across to you is that the work of the OAS is not in competition and does a totally different type of development work than you see at the IDB as well as at the World Bank. As far as the IDB goes, we have similar situations here, most of the islands in the Caribbean are not allowed to borrow – they are not Member States of the IDB and have to borrow through the CDB. And even countries like the Bahamas and Barbados run into problems of having a high per-capita income, which is the only mechanism used to determine whether or not you should be lending to those countries.
So I would propose we work very closely with the World Bank and the IDB and cooperate with them, and provide background information and policies.  CIDI cannot exclude itself from the development agenda. CIDI as a part of the OAS is not in competition with these institutions. It  does a totally different type of development work in benefit of all our countries. 
Therefore, I would like to open the floor to delegations that wish to refer to this item.
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