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MAKING CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS, INCLUSIVE, SAFE, RESILIENT AND SUSTAINABLE: A GENDER EQUALITY- AND EQUAL ACCESS TO RIGHTS- BASED APPROACH TO DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

(Basis for discussion prepared by the Department of Sustainable Development)

BACKGROUND – CONTEXT

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by the UN General Assembly on 25 September 2015, focuses unequivocally on the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable, seeking to build inclusive societies. This new Development Agenda recognizes that to “end poverty in all its forms everywhere” (SDG 1) is necessary to “build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce their exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and other economic, social and environmental shocks and disasters.” (Target 1.5).

The Heads of State and Government and High Representatives gathered in New York, as they celebrated the seventieth anniversary of the UN, decided on new global Sustainable Development Goals and agreed to “make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”, (SDG 11) “with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations”, and to “substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting and implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030, holistic disaster risk management at all levels”, by 2020.

Earlier this year, at the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities on the Implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 in the Americas held in Montreal, ministers and high-level authorities declared the “importance of strengthening regional coordination in the face of disasters, while ensuring human dignity, equality, inclusion and the respect for national frameworks and international humanitarian assistance principles”. Initiative 2 of the Regional Action Plan for the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 – 2030 in the Americas, adopted a the V Session of the Regional Platform for DRR, in Montreal, on March 9, 2017, calls for strengthening “monitoring and recording of potential and existing disaster risks, with specific focus on historical record-keeping to inform future actions.”

Also, in Montreal at the V Session of the Regional Platform, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Permanent Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (OAS/CIM), recalled that “after almost forty years since the adoption of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and more than twenty years of the adoption of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the Hemisphere has made important progress; yet, significant challenges remain in advancing gender equality and women's rights. She went to say that Latin America and the Caribbean have the most robust legal and political framework for women's rights and gender equality, after West Europe. However, for many women in the region, current legislation and constitutional guarantees of equality have not yet been translated into reality.  And Disaster Risk Management (DRM) is no exception. In 2012, OAS Member States  committed to mainstream gender equality and a women’s rights approach in integrated risk management, so that prevention, mitigation and response efforts can benefit from women’s potential in all stages, while taking into account their specific conditions and needs. Effective DRM must be inclusive providing for the participation of all, women and men, indigenous people, afro-descendants, people with disabilities, migrants, people of different believes and sexual orientation, members of the LGBTQ community, and make no discrimination on political or ideological basis. A more just society is a more resilient society.


The Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, PIDS 2016-2021, adopted last year at the Forty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, in Santo Domingo, mandates the General Secretariat to support Member States in the development and harmonization of community-centered Early Warning Systems (EWS) and resilient-community development in the context of sustainable communities, promoting synergies among competent institutions on water and sanitation, electricity, waste management, transportation, and disaster preparedness and response, among others, focusing on those most vulnerable.

In order to fulfill these mandates the General Secretariat mainstreams the objectives of Disaster Risk Management across all four pillars of the OAS Charter, implementing an institutional policy aiming at removing the conditions of vulnerability of the poor and the marginalized, which are rooted in social and economic inequalities.

OBJECTIVE OF THE MEETING

The objective of the event is to raise awareness of the root causes of disasters, as it relates to groups in situation of vulnerability in particular, which lie on gender inequalities and unequal access to rights that require particular attention in the context of DRM in urban settings.

More particularly, the panelists will look into inter-institutional coordination and collaboration, in data sharing and public policy towards keeping those in situation of extreme vulnerability away from risk areas and safe. Multi-jurisdictional arrangements, within nations and across international borders, will be explored to increase disaster preparedness and provide ‘timely’ early warning to those at high risk of disaster.
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