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1. Topic (What?) "Harnessing the power of education for sustainable development"
Education not only transforms people's lives. It is also a means of achieving a broad development agenda.  Accomplishing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) requires extensive intersectoral efforts, starting with education.  If we look at the objectives and targets of the development pillar of the Comprehensive Strategic Plan of the Organization of American States, it is clear that all the strategic components would also benefit from intersectoral actions relating to education that should also be aligned with the Inter-American Education Agenda aimed at strengthening inter-American cooperation to ensure inclusive, equitable, and high-quality education for all.  

Given that education is a cross-cutting factor in development, the CIDI meeting on February 13, 2018 will seek to begin exploring some of the intersectoral efforts underway within the OAS framework and deepen the links between education, competitiveness, labor and science and technology, especially in connection with the preparation and follow-up processes associated with these sectoral meetings with a view to triggering debate among delegations about how best to mainstream education in the development pillar. 

Within the framework of CIDI important advances have already been made in that regard. A dialogue at the highest level has taken place having the Chairs of Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) attended the last two Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education (Panama -2017 and The Bahamas 2017) and vice versa (Mexico 2015 and Barbados 2017). Likewise, at a more technical level, an inter-sectoral workshop on Youth Employment, which gathered for the first time officers from ministries of education and labor in the region was held in Brasilia in December of 2016 and, prior to the last IACML held in Barbados, SEDI organized a Forum on Youth Employment focused on specific solutions for the Caribbean region.  SEDI also published the publication “The Coordination between Education and Labor in the Americas”, distributed at the most recent IACML, containing the results of the inter-sectoral workshop and providing specific recommendations on how to strengthen linkages between education and labor.
Within the framework of the Ministerial of Science and Technology, Ministers agreed to collaborate among themselves to produce highly qualified and flexible human talent capable of responding to the labor market of the Industry 4.0. Some of the actions envisioned by Ministers include focusing on the promotion and creation of new skills by specializing in practical aspects of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, and encouraging spaces to increase interactions between research, private sector, and society.  Ministers highlighted the need to actively support the inclusion of women and girls, and other populations in vulnerable situations, in the areas of science, technology, and innovation, by enhancing opportunities for learning and access to positions of leadership on science, technology, and innovation. 

Additionally, in the Declaration of Medellin, Ministers called for multisectoral collaboration among relevant ministries, high authorities, innovators, and science and technology institutions, in order to develop innovative policies and regional collaboration programs that contribute with Member States to support individuals’ knowledge, abilities, creative and problem solving skills needed for the jobs of the future in an interconnected world.

2. Relevance for CIDI (Why?) The delegations and the Secretariat would benefit from a debate about the opportunities for dialogue and intersectoral cooperation that already exist within the CIDI framework.  The idea here would be to support work already underway, especially the efforts to establish work plans for implementing agreements reached at the education, labor, and science and technology ministerials, as well as preparations for the ministerial meetings and meetings of inter-American Committees scheduled for 2018.  
Accordingly, the delegations may:
· Initiate discussions, provide guidelines, identify opportunities, etc., for building these integrated efforts starting with education;
· Present concrete offers of cooperation and/or activities that could be incorporated into work plans that are being or will be discussed in the areas of education, labor, and science and technology. 
This debate will also serve as a mechanism for receiving inputs and comments on the topics being discussed that could be incorporated into the papers currently being discussed, for example the 2017-2019 CIE Work Plan. 
3. Panelists/speakers and their presentations (Who?)  The following presentations are proposed:
· The Minister of Education of the Bahamas or his representative, as Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE).  This discussion will focus on the intersectoral nature of education for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and, in particular, about actions undertaken or proposed in the 2017-2019 CIE Work Plan for Implementing the Inter-American Education Agenda, as well as other promising areas of intersectoral cooperation.  The presentation could also include the experiences of The Bahamas with the TVET program, School-to-Work and Entrepreneurship Education.
· The Executive Secretary for Integral Development will present on the outcomes of the Youth Employment Forum for the Caribbean Region and the inter-sectoral workshop on Youth Employment and the Articulation between Education and Labor and, in particular, about intersectoral strategies identified for overcoming youth unemployment.
· Dr. Tristan J. Fiedler, Associate Vice President for Research, Florida Institute of Technology (FIT) and host of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network’s ACE 8 (2017 - http://www.riacevents.org/ace/florida/), will discuss the core skills and competencies required for the future workforce, from an innovation and entrepreneurship perspective. He will also share FIT’s experience in talent development for high added-value technology sectors and will highlight opportunities for collaboration with member states in high-tech education, innovation, and entrepreneurship.
4. Purpose of the meeting (Why?) The objectives of the meeting include:
· Discussing intersectoral cooperation opportunities with a view to providing inputs for future ministerial meetings processes and implementing the agreements reached in 2017 via integrated work plans being currently under discussion or preparation.
5. Input/reference documents 
· EDUCATION: Declaration of The Bahamas, Inter-American Education Agenda, and Draft CIE Work Plan
· CIDI/DEC. 1/17 - Español - English - Français - Português
· CIDI/Doc. 214/16 ver. 2 - Español - English - Français - Português
· CIDI/CIE/RPA/doc.5/17 corr. 1 - Español - English (Awaiting comments from the delegations)
· LABOR Bridgetown Declaration and Plan of Action 
· CIDI/TRABAJO/DEC.1/17  Español - English - Français - Português
· CIDI/TRABAJO/ doc.7/17 rev. 1  Español - English - Français - Português
· Publication:  The Coordination between Education and Labor in the Americas:  Results of the Inter-Sectoral Workshop on Youth Employment  Español - English
· Webpage:  Regional Forum: Toward concrete solutions for Addressing Youth Employment in the Caribbean http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/events/youth_employment/
· SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: Declaration of Medellín 
· CIDI/REMDES/doc.6/16 - Español - English - Français - Português
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