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As we near the close of this interesting, informative and dynamic session allow me to express my gratitude and appreciation to all of you who have joined us for this meeting and have contributed meaningfully to this dialogue.

As citizens of this hemisphere, we recognize the importance of empowering women and girls. Our efforts at achieving economic and social advancement will be sustainable only if we do all that is possible to include and facilitate their contribution. As Secretary General Almagro outlined in his remarks, many of the advances were achieved, in the main, through the strengthening of national legal framework and regional and international commitments that assure women’s rights and gender equality.  

We were also reminded today of the social, economic and political challenges we face at this point in our development trajectory.  However, as we have affirmed throughout the course of this session, the future of our hemisphere is connected to our ability to protect and to build on the gains of the last decades. In equal measure, we are obligated to dismantle the barriers which restrict our people from the full enjoyment of rights and their participation in all aspects of their socio-economic development.  I am convinced that women’s economic empowerment is inextricably linked to full recognition and attainment of their rights.  

There is no doubt that as women we contribute equally to the socio-economic development of our countries, yet so often our ability to achieve this is constrained by the lack  of opportunity to do so; We need to shatter that “glass ceiling” and have the opportunity to sit at the table.   Opportunities such as the one outlined today provides us with the tools to change that dynamic and so I am exceptionally grateful to our guests: White House Advisor Ivanka Trump,  Mr. Washburne and the government of the United States  for affording women of our region yet another avenue for pursuing their economic rights.  Be assured of the commitment of SEDI to do all that we can to facilitate the successful implementation of this program. 

 
 Armed with the unique position of leading policy dialogue in the region, the Secretariat for Integral Development, we have endeavored to ensure that the issue of gender equality and more specifically the expansion of opportunities for women is at the core of both our dialogue and programming.  For example, the Declaration of Medellin on Innovation and Technology instructs SEDI to “promote the inclusion of women and girls, and  to promote their insertion in the labor market, their access to positions of leadership and decision-making, and their participation in social transformation processes brought about by scientific and technological advancement.”  Likewise, we have been working to ensure that increasing numbers of women access the innovation ecosystems through the Americas Competitiveness Exchange (ACE) and for the first time in the 9th edition of the ACE the number of women accessing partnerships and networks through the ACE has exceeded men.   

 
Our emphasis on cooperation and partnerships to transform this dialogue into concrete action continues to be the driving force for SEDI, we continue to be the honest broker connecting member states with each other and member states with relevant partners from the private sector, academia and others to provide the solutions to the many development challenges that we face.  This unique ability “coperacion solidaria” continues to be central to the OAS’ work in development and this 2X Americas initiative once again demonstrates the power of partnerships in expanding opportunities for all the people.   We intend to continue to harness this power in our pursuit towards the shared prosperity of our region.  

  
As we support our Member States in the formulation of public policy and implementation of programming to realize their development imperatives, we will continue to place women’s economic empowerment at the center of our development agenda. We believe that this is critical to building economies that are more prosperous, competitive, equitable, sustainable and resilient.

 In closing, I urge that we not lose sight of the fact we will not achieve our goals of integral development to eradicate poverty and inequality if 50% of our people cannot realize their full potential. We look forward to engaging with the 2X initiative to continue developing and enhancing pathways for our member states towards the economic empowerment of women across the Americas.

 . In the words of the late former Secretary General of the United Nations Kofi Anan “there is no tool for development more effective than the empowerment women”.  
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