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1) BACKGROUND 

The issue of forced displacement has become a major challenge in the Western Hemisphere. Today there are over 8 million refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced persons in the region, according to UNHCR. Some countries have faced the exit of more than 2 million people in a very short period of time, reaching the equivalent of at least 10 percent of their current population by the end of this year if trends continue.

There are many causes of forced displacement, including the aggravation of the political, social, and humanitarian conditions in some countries, or the deterioration of their security situation.  In some cases, forced displacement is also the result the devastating effects of natural disasters.

Recent forced displacement trends have posed major policy challenges to destination countries. The most daunting challenges are currently faced in South America. Within this sub-region there are countries that have received around 1 million people within the range of only three years, and may receive even more in the coming months, and, possibly, the next few years. 

Scenarios like these require receiving countries to readjust and, in some instances, creatively rethink their public policies on topics such as how to provide immediate access to legal protection, health, education, and housing services, as well as to their labor market with already very limited resources. In addition, they also have to deal with immediate epidemiological and security concerns that are already overwhelming their response capacity.


So far, most receiving countries have already shown a clear willingness to address the legal and humanitarian needs of the incoming populations, consistent with their commitments to the Cartagena Declaration and legal obligations under the 1951 Refugee Convention/ 1967 Protocol. However, much else needs to be done if these countries are to meet the Sustainable Development Objectives of the 2030 Agenda as they confront these man-made humanitarian refugee and migration crises.
2) PURPOSE OF THE MEETING


The OAS is committed to ensure that the humanitarian, legal, and social protection needs of incoming migrant populations from countries that are facing major humanitarian crises are met in the most effective way in destination countries. It is also aware that these countries need all the support they can get from relevant stakeholders to strengthen their institutional capacity to receive theses populations, and address their more urgent needs, while they also meet the security and epidemiological challenges they face.

OAS General Assembly Resolutions including AG/RES.2929 (XLVIII-O/18), CP/RES.1108 (2172/18), and AG/RES.2928 (XLVIII-O/18), recognize that the aggravation of political, economic, social, and humanitarian conditions and the deterioration of security situations in specific countries are forcing people to leave. This in turn, is having a major impact on the capacity of receiving countries within the Western Hemisphere to address the humanitarian needs of the incoming populations; while they also deal with security and health concerns. 

Within this context, it is crucial to raise awareness on the impact of forced displacement to countries of reception, and gain a more informed perspective on the humanitarian and other needs of incoming populations. 


This CIDI (Inter-American Council for Integral Development) session will also provide a space to discuss alternative policy solutions that can ensure that the most crucial needs of forcibly displaced persons are met in the most effective way. Furthermore, the CIDI session will also facilitate discussions on lessons learned in other international settings, and within the Americas, to support Member States in addressing the emergency situations they face due to the massive arrival into their territories of forcibly displaced persons.   


Delegates may also use this opportunity to discuss with experts and local officials how the challenges and opportunities of forced displacement can be addressed in an effective and coordinated way,  and further engage in dialogue on shared interests, challenges and opportunities.
3) EXPECTED RESULTS OF THE MEETING

This meeting will serve to:

a) Build awareness among Member States about the regional impacts of forced displacement in the Americas, notably with respect to Venezuela and Nicaragua, and the security and humanitarian challenges it poses. 

b) Support Member States in identifying solutions to address the security and humanitarian challenges of forced displacement as well as the opportunities it may also entail. 

c) Facilitate a dialogue on how to readjust and rethink receiving countries’ health, education, and labor market policies, among others, to effectively address the security and humanitarian challenges they face as a result of forced displacement in the Americas. 

4) STRUCTURE OF THE MEETING/ SPEAKERS

· Andrew Selee, President of the Migration Policy Institute

· Felipe Muñoz, Colombia’s Border with Venezuela Manager (Video conference)
· Luisa Villegas, Pan-American Development Foundation (PADF)

· Minister Alvaro Calderón Ponce de León, Chair Committee on Migration Issues
INPUT/REFERENCE DOCUMENTS FOR THE MEETING 
· 2018 OAS General Assembly Resolution on Venezuela (AG/RES. 2929(XLVIII-O/18).

· 2018 Permanent Council Resolution on the Situation in Nicaragua (CP/RES.1108 (2172/18)

· The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES.2027 (XXXIV-O/04)  

· The Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Families, AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05),

·  Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12)
· Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives On Integral Development AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14)

· Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives On Integral Development AG/RES. 2881 (XLVI-O/16)
· The Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 2883 (XLVI-O/16)

· AG/RES. 2910 (XLVII-O/17)  Migration in the Americas.
· Declaration of Quito on Human Mobility of Venezuelan citizens in the Region.
· San Pedro Sula Declaration as a Regional Contribution to the Global Compact on Refugees.

· Declaration Of San Salvador On Citizen Security In The Americas
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