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Session for the consideration of a SEDI proposal to facilitate the international response to disasters and to strengthen the collaborative provision of assistance by OAS member states, Permanent Observers and other entities to member states affected by disasters
 (Prepared by the Secretariat for Integral Development)
1) BACKGROUND 
The Hemisphere has experienced an increase in the frequency, scale and impact of disasters, over the past three decades. According to the last United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) Global Assessment Report, while the loss of lives has declined, mortality from smaller-scale events continues to increase. The Emergency Events Database, EM-DAT of the Centre for Research of the Epidemiology of Disasters, Université of Catholique de Louvain in Belgium, has reported that the number of disasters has risen by about 20% during the decade of 2001-2010, and economic losses have doubled compared to the 1991-2000 decade. With still two more years left in the current decade (2011-2020), economic losses have already exceeded that of the preceding decade, and based on trends, there is a strong likelihood that the number of people affected will be exceeded. 

More recently, the 2017 Atlantic hurricane season caused devastating impacts. Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria resulted in a staggering number of deaths and economic losses, including the disruption of the 2017-2018 Tourist Season, in some Caribbean countries. The 2018 hurricane season will be remembered for Hurricanes Florence and Michael which impacted the East Coast of the US and the Caribbean basin, leaving behind economic losses estimated at $50 billion and $25 billion, respectively. In addition, there were several tropical storms and other hurricanes that did not generate headlines but that affected millions of people in the US, Mexico and the Caribbean, causing significant economic losses and set-backs in the hemisphere.

Beyond the damage caused by hurricanes there were earthquakes in Guatemala and Mexico, wild fires in North and South America, extensive floods and droughts which triggered landslides, volcanic eruptions; and there are the continuing risks posed by Tsunamis and industrial, chemicals and man-made disasters which can all create complex emergencies. In November 2018, the State of California suffered the worst fires ever recorded leaving over 88 people dead and 500 missing. The recent eruption of the Volcán de Fuego, in Guatemala, caused hundreds of deaths and continues to threaten the surrounding communities. 
Concerned about the increase in the frequency, scale and impact of disasters, OAS Member States have been increasingly considering the need to review the existing instruments and mechanisms of the OAS, as well as the role that the General Secretariat could play in facilitating international disaster response. In 2009, as a result of the workshop “Disaster Assistance and Disaster Management in the Americas” jointly organized by the Office of the Assistant Secretary General and the Department of Sustainable Development (SEDI/DSD) of SEDI, OAS Member States agreed to establish a Joint PC-CIDI Working Group “to begin the process of joint assessment of existing legislative and coordination mechanisms in the natural disaster and humanitarian assistance areas, which takes into account coordination efforts that can be made by the Organization and considers the advisability of updating said mechanisms…”, pursuant to AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09). For over three years, the Joint Working Group, with technical assistance from SEDI/DSD and with the participation of more than 35 experts from Member States and agencies of the Inter-American System, the UN System and international partners, engaged in dialogue that resulted in the adoption of the Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance, in 2012, on the basis of a diagnosis prepared to that end and embedded in the document “Diagnostic and Suggested Course of Action” (GTC/DAH-12/11 rev. 3 corr. 1).

The document “Diagnostic and Suggested Course of Action” highlights the increase in humanitarian actors in intra-regional disaster response assistance, and the outlook for more frequent and devastating events, and calls for a renewed role for the General Secretariat of the OAS to facilitate international response to disasters and to strengthen the collaborative provision of assistance by OAS member states, Permanent Observers and other entities to affected OAS Member States.

At the last regular meeting of the General Assembly, held in June of 2018, OAS Member States adopted Resolution AG/RES. 2916 (XLVIII-O/18), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” which in its paragraph 13 instructs “SEDI to present for consideration by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), a proposal to facilitate, as resources permit, the response to disasters and to strengthen the collaborative provision of assistance by OAS member states, Permanent Observers and other entities to member states affected by disasters, with a view to aligning and optimizing the use of all existing instruments and mechanisms of the OAS; strengthening coordination and collaboration within the framework of the instruments and entities of the Inter-American System and sub-regional mechanisms; and functioning in a coordinated manner with existing mechanisms and agencies of the United Nations (UN) System and other international entities.”
2) PURPOSE OF THE MEETING


 Pursuant to the instructions to SEDI from AG/RES. 2916 (XLVIII-O/18), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” SEDI and its Department of Sustainable Development have prepared a draft proposal for a renewed role of the General Secretariat of the OAS that enhances its  capacity in facilitating its response to disasters and  that strengthens the collaborative provision of assistance by OAS member states, Permanent Observers and other entities to member states affected by disasters. 

The purpose of this meeting is for CIDI to consider the proposal prepared by SEDI and to agree on a consultative mechanism and work plan for the refinement of the document with a view to the adoption of a resolution at the next regular meeting of the General Assembly. 
3) EXPECTED RESULTS OF THE MEETING

The expected outcomes of the Meeting include:
a) Feedback from Member States on the SEDI proposal; and
b) The establishment of a Working Group and indication of a time line for the consideration of the proposal and for finalizing a Resolution and all documents for the adoption of an OAS disaster response framework and for strengthening the collaborative provision of assistance by OAS member states, Permanent Observers and other entities to member states affected by disasters.
4) STRUCTURE OF THE MEETING/ SPEAKERS

· Chair of CIDI (Opening remarks –objective and expected outcome of the meeting)

· Assistant Secretary General (Opening remarks)
· Executive Secretary for Integral Development (Presentation of  Proposal of the Secretariat)
· Dialogue among Member States
· SEDI/DSD Principal Specialist ( Response to interventions by member states
REFERENCE DOCUMENTS FOR THE MEETING 

· AG/RES. 2916 (XLVIII-O/18), Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development
· SEDI Proposal
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