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[image: image3.png]Climate resilience can be generally defined as the capacity to absorb stresses and maintain function in the face of external
stresses and the capacity to adapt, reorganize, and evolve into more desirable configurations thatimprove the sustainability.

Building resilience to climate change requires the right observation of the pathways for development established and /or
The road to climate change resilience _| takenby countries and regions. Multilateralism and bilateralism have played and important role in modeling these pathways.

In order for the countries/regions to absorb stress and adapt to a planetary challenge such as global warming and its expression
in climate it is necessary to set the elements of governance in the right direction .These elements aligned with an integral
development agenda and supported by robust science , solid policies and financial support, will make countries and regions’

governability possible; this process are fundamental for resilience to take place.
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JOINT SESSION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL IN CELEBRATION OF WORLD WATER DAY 2019
Tuesday, March 19, 2019
(Prepared by the Secretariat for Integral Development)

Theme: 
Strengthening the Nexus between Science and Policy for Effective Cooperation in Integrated Water Resources Management 
1. Background/Justification 

Over the past 5 decades, the efforts of the OAS Member States have made significant efforts in advancing Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM). Most countries have:  incorporated IWRM into their development plans; modernized their laws and institutions; employed innovative financing mechanisms including public-private partnerships; encouraged the participation of civil society in their decision-making processes; and implemented transparency and accountability mechanisms to reduce social conflict. 

Within the General Secretariat of the OAS (GS/OAS), the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) in the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), is mandated by the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) to support the efforts of Member States in IWRM. SEDI-DSD provides this support through political dialogue, the exchange of experiences, information and knowledge and through technical cooperation projects.

Within this framework, SEDI-DSD: stimulates dialogue for the generation of hemispheric strategies on IWRM; supports the Member States in the construction of alliances in the public-private sphere; and promotes inter-institutional synergies and coordinated actions, including in the design and execution of projects in the water-climate-disaster-energy-agriculture nexus.

Emerging challenges in the Americas

Since 1950, the Latin America and Caribbean region has experienced unprecedented population growth, increasing from 167 million inhabitants in 1950 to 632 million in 2017. The United Nations estimates that the region will have 723 million inhabitants by the year 2030. This evolution is accompanied by an intensified urbanization. In 1950, 42% of the population lived in cities; in 2015 it was 80%. ECLAC projects, that by 2030, 84% of the population in LAC will be living in urban areas. This challenge translates into exponential growth in demand for the direct and indirect services provided by water resources. 

Further, according to UN Water, there are now 276 shared basins around the world, covering almost half of the earth's land surface and crossing the territories of 145 countries. These basins are home to 40% of the world's population and generate around 60% of the world's freshwater flows. In the Americas, around 60% of freshwater resources reside in shared basins, thus making watershed management and water conservation a priority if the region’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are to be achieved.

For many countries, options for providing safe drinking water to a growing population are very costly, because of the need for better infrastructure as well as the energy-intensity of water treatment and transmission. Importantly, in the Americas, some progress has been made in identifying and applying solutions, such as the recycling and reuse of wastewater. These activities flourish alongside technological innovation and scientific knowledge, and are being transformed into management models with the participation of the main water management actors.

In the same way, the challenges posed by global warming and climate change on water resources in the Americas, also require new and creative solutions. The implications of de-glaciation in the Andes, and the formation of new water bodies demand a restructuring of territorial planning, and new cooperation agreements especially in border regions.

The displacement of people due to extreme environmental conditions has emerged among the most pressing issues in recent years. This situation, which is not exclusive to the Americas, is primarily associated with the limited availability of water resources to maintain the levels of productivity needed to guarantee a decent standard of living. In this regard, SEDI-DSD- is working on an integrated approach in the Trifinio region (Central America) with the aim of creating opportunities for its inhabitants, who periodically have to face situations of extreme drought and floods.

With a projected increase in the rate of Green House Gas Emissions (GHG) a corresponding increase in mean sea level is inevitable, implying flooding, soil erosion, saltwater intrusion and contamination from other sources, which will have a negative impact on coastal water resources, and undermine its support for economic and social activities within the coastal zone. In the face of these challenges, many countries have enacted laws to limit coastal development in vulnerable areas.

The degradation of water resources, as well as the need to satisfy the increasing demand for water increases competition among water users. Nowhere is this situation more destabilizing, than in river basins that cross political borders. During the last 150 years, there have been 37 violent water-related disputes, many of which could have been handled through diplomatic channels. 

The approach of the GS/OAS to these challenges is based on the use of the most successful international experiences (Good Practices in Transboundary Water Cooperation of UNECE-UNESCO) using cooperation as a core mechanism. Other elements of the GS/OAS approach include: 

· Participation, inclusion and capacity building for all actors at all levels.

· Dialogue and exchange of data and information (to establish the basis for cooperation).

· The establishment and/or strengthening of watershed organizations.

· The Human Right to Water and Sanitation as a reference point for improved access to drinking water.

· The development and maintenance of trust between countries and organizations to achieve effective cooperation.

· The identification of common problems as a means of opening windows of opportunity to achieve cooperation.

· Mobilization of resources for transboundary waters management.
Moreover, in the PIDS, OAS Member States have called for integrated approaches to deal with sustainable development challenges in the hemisphere. The integration of information and knowledge (science) is seen as a primary means through which uncertainties regarding environmental processes and challenges and related impacts can be reduced. In addition to helping to strengthen decision-making, this approach helps to improve financial sustainability, and facilitates sound financial investments that generate social benefits and opportunities for reinvestment in science and technology in a closed cycle.

2. Purpose of the Meeting
The purpose of the meeting is to update Member States on progress made by SEDI-DSD in advancing the implementation of the PIDS, particularly in the area of IWRM. Relevant examples of cooperation in the following areas will be highlighted:

· In the political sphere: examples such as the (UN-Water Hub for Cooperation); 

· In the scientific sphere: the work of the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research);

· Water Resources Migration in the Northern Triangle, through the experience of the Water Convention of the European Economic Commission of the United Nations; 

· Human Rights associated with water (Human Right to Water and Sanitation – as captured in a joint SEDI-IACHR publication prepared in collaboration with the Government of Portugal);

· Advances in the implementation of The Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention); and

· The findings and recommendations contained in the Report of the United Nations High Level Panel on Water and Peace.

The meeting will have the participation of the President-Designate of the Republic of Honduras who will present his political vision regarding the emerging challenges of IWRM in the northern triangle of Central America, and its relationship with development.

The Session is also intended to serve as the OAS’s contribution to the global discourse on water issues which normally takes place on World Water Day.

3. Relevance for CIDI
The OAS Charter mandates CIDI to promote cooperation among OAS Member States to achieve integral development and, in particular, to help eliminate extreme poverty. The Charter also directs CIDI to "promote, coordinate and assign responsibility for the execution of development programs and projects to the subsidiary bodies and relevant organizations, on the basis of the priorities identified by the Member States, in areas such as economic and social development, including trade, tourism, integration and the environment."

The PIDS entrusts the GS/OAS through SEDI-DSD to collaborate with sustainable development authorities of the Members States and coordinate with other entities and international organizations.  

According to the PIDS, the work of the General Secretariat on IWRM should contribute directly to support Member States in their efforts to achieve SDG 6: "Guarantee the availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all" and specifically targets 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 6.a and 6.b., as well as the inter-related targets with other SDGs of the 2030 Agenda and its cross-cutting elements. The commitments emanating from the Paris Agreement on climate change, adopted at COP 21, must also be taken into account.

4. Topics for Discussion
Presentations will be made as listed below: 

· "A Question of Survival: Report of the High Level Global Panel on Water and Peace," by  François Muenger , Director of the UN-Water Hub for Cooperation and/or Danilo Turk, Former President of Slovenia and Chairman of the High Level Global Panel on Water and Peace, and 

· “The Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) and Advances in Compliance in the Sustainable Development Goals” by Francesca Bernardini, Secretary of the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes. 

· “Public Policy and the Role of Science in its Implementation” by Marcos Regis da Silva, Executive Director of the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI).

· “A Political Vision regarding the Emerging Challenges of IWRM in the Northern Triangle of Central America and its relation to development. Dialogue with Ricardo Antonio Álvarez Arias, President-Designate of Honduras.

5. Results of the meeting
The session will contribute to the following outcomes:

· Identification of opportunities for new strategic alliances in water resources management and its nexus with food security. 

· Identification of ways to strengthen public policies through the transfer of information and knowledge.

· Ideas for strengthening multilateral cooperation through a rights-based approach to capacity building in the Americas.

· A reaffirmation of the comparative advantage of the OAS in the Integrated Management of Transboundary Water Resources in the Americas.

It is anticipated that delegations will contribute to the attainment of the outcomes of the meeting by: (1) sharing country perspectives on water resources management in the context of its nexus with disasters and agriculture; (2) sharing best practices on innovative solutions to the challenges of IWRM in the Americas; and (3) offer recommendations for strengthening the work of SEDI-DSD in IWRM.

6. Key Participants  
· Hon. Danilo Turk, Former President of Slovenia, Chairman of the High Level Global Panel on Water and Peace.
· Ms. Francesca Bernardini, Secretary of the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes.
· Mr. François Muenger , Director of the UN-Water Hub for Cooperation
· Mr. Marcos Regis da Silva, IAI Executive Director
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