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THEME: DE-CARBONIZING DEVELOPMENT IN THE AMERICAS
1. Background
As the global community prepares for the 25th Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to be held in Chile in December 2019, (with a Pre-Cop scheduled for Costa Rica October 8-10, 2019), the initial soundings from the climate science community is that carbon dioxide concentrations in the atmosphere are steadily rising and are now measured at 410 parts per million (ppm) today compared to pre-industrial levels of 280 parts per million (defined as climate conditions experienced between 1850 and 1900). Scientists forecast that without major mitigation efforts, carbon dioxide concentrations will reach about 560 ppm in another 40 years, that is by 2060 (Gergis, 2019). 
The Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released in 2013 estimated that a doubling of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere would likely produce warming of between 1.5 to 4.5 degrees Celsius. However, the latest climate models are now predicting that a doubling of CO2 may produce warming of between 2.5 and 5.8 degrees Celsius.
When these predictions are assessed within the context of the main goal of the Paris Agreement adopted in December 2015, to keep global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius and as close as possible to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial level –the target favored by vulnerable countries belonging to the Alliance of Small Island Developing States (AOSIS)– concerns rises. The IPCC’s Special Report released in August 2019, makes clear that neither of these targets will bring about any significant reduction in climate change impacts, especially on the marine environment. Warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius is predicted to destroy between 70 and 90 per cent of reef-building corals; while warming of 2 degree Celsius will likely destroy 99 percent of tropical coral reefs
/.
The main conclusion from the scientific findings described above is that the targets contained in the Paris Agreement and in the voluntary commitments that signatory nations made in their Nationally-Determined Contributions (NDCS) to reduce their carbon emissions, are not ambitious enough and will not stave off impending disaster for countries on the front-line of climate change impacts, which includes the vast majority of countries in the Americas. According to the Emissions Gap Report released in November 2018, by the UN Environment Programme, current unconditional NDCs will see global average temperature rise by 2.9 to 3.4 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels by the end of this Century. 
Against this background, signatory countries to the Paris Agreement must urgently and aggressively decarbonize their development. 

1.1. The Americas at the Forefront of De-carbonizing
While the majority of countries in the Americas contribute only minimally to greenhouse gas emissions, many who are the most vulnerable are among those who are the most active globally, in de-carbonizing their development. Chile, which accounts for less than one percent of global carbon emissions, aims to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050. In quest of this goal, it aims have 80 percent of electric public transport by 2022. Santiago de Chile now has a total of 200 electric buses which is the second largest fleet in the developing world after China. Chile also aims to shutter all of its coal power plants by 2040. Eight of these plants will be closed in the next five years.
/
Costa Rica, which is highly regarded, universally, for its exemplary environmental sustainability is the only tropical country to have reduced deforestation. Its government has launched a renewed plan that includes impressive targets such as: the elimination of fossil fuels by 2050; 25 percent of electric private cars and 70 percent of electric public transport by 2035; and achieving 100 percent zero emission vehicles by 2050.
Jamaica leads the Caribbean’s push towards de-carbonization. The country, which now generates 18% of its electricity from renewables, is aggressively pushing towards the goal of having 50 percent of its electricity generated by renewables by 2030. Significant renewable energy projects are underway including a 51 MW Paradise Park which when completed will be the largest in the Caribbean. In 2018, Caribbean Governments established the Caribbean Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (CCREEE) to promote renewable energy and energy efficiency investments, markets and industries in the Caribbean.
/ 
OAS member states are conscious of the significant opportunities for economic expansion and upgrading of their productive capacities and export competitiveness that de-carbonizing can and has create, both directly through the inflows of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), technology, foreign exchange, national income and the creation of jobs and indirectly through the stimulation of down-stream green business development. 
The OAS through SEDI and partner institutions such as the IADB and the CAF can provide meaningful support to member states efforts at de-carbonization by:
· Facilitating dialogue on investment promotion policies and strategies, including market creation mechanisms and investment promotion programs

· Stimulating and establishment of partnership frameworks that facilitate technology transfer, foster linkages between foreign and local firms, and enhance the capacities of local firms to be part of global value chains;

· Facilitating the exchange of lessons learned and best practice in de-carbonizing
· Assisting with the setting of energy efficiency standards
2. Purpose of the Meeting  
The purpose of the CIDI meeting is to facilitate knowledge-sharing on the challenges and potential benefits associated with decarbonizing development in OAS member states. Invited panelists drawn from national, regional and international institutions and agencies will share best practices and lessons learned from their work in this critical area.
3. Structure of the Meeting
The meeting will take the form of a plenary discussion among expert panelists from national, regional international Institutions with a track record in green, blue and orange economies and delegations from member states, on specific themes that help to showcase the opportunities for public and private participation and investment in de-carbonization. 
Panelists may be drawn from among the following institutions and agencies:
· World Bank/Green Growth Knowledge Platform 

· Inter-American Development Bank 

· CAF

· UNEP/Partnership for a Green Economy
4. Relevance to CIDI
The OAS Charter mandates CIDI to promote cooperation among OAS member states to achieve integral development. The Charter also directs CIDI to "promote, coordinate and assign responsibility for the execution of development programs and projects to the subsidiary bodies and relevant organizations, on the basis of the priorities identified by the member states, in areas such as economic and social development, including trade, tourism, integration and the environment."
The Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) entrusts the GS/OAS through SEDI-DSD to collaborate with sustainable development authorities of the member states and coordinate with other entities and international organizations. The PIDS establishes strategic actions to ensure that the work of the General Secretariat on sustainable development is aligned with the implementation of the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and that its objectives and results are guided by the SDGs approved by member states and contribute to their attainment.
According to the PIDS, the work of the General Secretariat should contribute directly to supporting member states in their efforts to meet: SDG 11 “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable;” SDG 15, “Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss;” and SDG 7 “Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all;”  as well as the interrelated targets of other SDGs on the 2030 Agenda and its crosscutting elements. 
5. Outcome of the Meeting 
It is expected that the meeting will lead to reflection on and even the development of creative approaches to the promotion of de-carbonizing in OAS member states. More specifically it is expected that the meeting will:
· Produce recommendations on mechanisms that can contribute to the attainment of the Paris Agreement, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SDG #7);
· Inform and guide the efforts of the Secretariat for Integral Development in positioning itself in supporting energy resilience building with the context of the SEDI Strategic Plan, and the PIDS;
· Encourage on-going consultation aimed at identifying methodologies, tools and opportunities that support the sustainable use of renewable energy resources;

· Identify and support the development of the skills and competencies that decarbonisation will require;
· Identify the investment opportunities with respect to infrastructural development and transportation.
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