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Broad Context

· Humans in the mid 1700’s began to industrialize. We began to produce differently, targeting efficiency and profit. This process would also eventually change the patterns of consumption for human kind. 

· The process of industrialization radically increased in speed in the 20th century. 

· This increased pace of industrialization and development has also increased the pace at which human consumption is changing the earths environment. 

· Population increases, also continue to put pressure both on resource provision and waste management. 

· The concern for the developing world, of which many of the member States of the OAS would classify, is that they didn’t engage in their “fair share” of industrialization, for any number of reasons as such are not categorized as “developed Nations”.

· In the early 1980’s, concerns which scientists had shared for decades started to enter global discourse. The environmental challenges & concerns included air and water quality, acid rain, a hole in the ozone layer, increased rate of animal extinctions and rapid deforestation. 

· Though these issues ALL remain to varying degrees, there are indeed  signs of hope. With two of these issues recently, news reports have stated:

· “NASA Study: First Direct Proof of Ozone Hole Recovery Due to Chemicals Ban” (www.nasa.gov)

· “NASA Says Earth is Greener today than 20 years ago, thanks to China, India” ( www.Forbes.com )

· Though none of these point to sufficient environmental protection by any stretch of the imagination, it points to two comforting factors:

a) That the earth is resilient

b) When Government policy and subsequent private sector action are based on science and coupled with resolve we can solve problems. 

The Current Issue of Carbon Emissions

The earth is warming at a faster pace than contemplated because emissions continue overwhelm natural mechanisms for carbon capture and storage by billions of tonnes of CO2. 

Though some debate exists on the exact surplus of CO2 entering the atmosphere there is no Scientific dissonance that it is a significant surplus and it is the largest contributing factor to the warming of the Earth’s Atmosphere. The most widely accepted Climate models comes from the IPCC, reports in 2013 up until most recent models have predicted temperature rises up to a possible 5.8 degrees Celsius. 

Current rates of Mitigation efforts suggest we could land anywhere in this range but likely toward the higher end of the temperature rise. At current rate of Climate Adaptation globally we are all at increased risk because of weather events. 

The multi-lateral agenda has been dominated with focus on this issue. This is evidenced by the myriad of Seminars, Forums and Meetings held to address the issue. The “Paris Agreement of 2015” as it is dubbed is ambitious result of that global multilateral focus. This has put the issue of Climate Ambition firmly in the fore front of our minds. 

At the centre of Climate Ambition is the focus of today’s meeting of the IDB’s Council for Integral Development.

The OAS

In addressing any gathering I always like read what Organizations say about themselves. I was able to come across online:

“A hallmark of the OAS is its convening power, its capacity to bring together authorities from across the Americas, from different branches and levels of government—along with other stakeholders and partners—to address key challenges facing the region”. 

Jamaica has always been of the view that democracy and economic and social development are inextricably linked, it is however now the underpinning reality that none of these can be achieved with addressing the existential risks we face because of a changing climate and continued Environmental Degradation. 

In fact it is the poorest among us who will face the greatest challenges because of this global phenomena. This initiative therefore goes to the heart of the work which is undertaken by the OAS. 

It is for this reason that Jamaica is happy to hose the “Energy & Climate Partnership of the Americas” (ECPA Meeting) in Feb 2020. It is designed to promote regional energy cooperation through different strategies and actions to achieve a cleaner, safer, efficient, modern and fair energy development. This Meeting is being held thanks to the collaborative support from the OAS and the IDB at the Montego Bay Convention Centre. It is expected about 300 regional stakeholders will attend and further the discussions be held today, and indeed leave with both an increased consciousness and with a route not to ambition but indeed to financeable action. 


Decarbonizing Development in the Americas

While addressing the UN General Assembly in NY in September PM Andrew Holness “There can be no sustainable Economic Development on the back of Environmental Degradation and consequently no Prosperity steeped in Pollution”. I think that is a quote worthy of consideration as I Segway. 

The recent IPCC reports are indeed concerning, one would say even frightening. The paint an awful picture for future if current rates of warming persist as caused by Climate Change. 

The topic today admittedly speaks more to Mitigation than Adaptation. I crave your indulgence to briefly comment on Adaptation. 
Climate Change is not some far off disaster, it is an everyday reality we in the Caribbean live. Changing weather patterns, degraded soil quality, reduced population of pollinators such as bees, warming rivers and oceans, and warmer air are all having a deleterious effect on the quality of life of Jamaicans and indeed all Caribbean residents.

These factors result in lower crop yields, poorer air and water quality, reduced water availability, increased forest fires, exceptional weather events which become frequent and reduced standards of public health. 

We often speak about islands disappearing as a result of rising sea levels as a far-off issue. Certainly, in the Pacific this already happening. We however rarely speak of Islands being virtually left uninhabitable by extreme weather events in the context of the current reality. The Caribbean is losing an island annually because of these extreme weather events. This makes adaptation an equal concern for us in the region. 

Mitigation

If you want to go fast, go alone, if you want to go far then go together. In the current situation both are indeed true and both approaches are necessary. National responsibility cannot be subsumed by International corporation. Every nation is responsible for their NDC’s but implementation of these can move further and indeed faster when there is collaboration.  

Jamaica, despite its challenges, has taken responsibility for its Environmental Protection, Climate Change Mitigation & Adaptation seriously. Prime Minister Holness recently announced that Jamaica would shift its target from an energy mix with 30% being provided by renewables to 50% by 2030. This is indeed a source of great pride for us in Jamaica. 

Additionally, some of the initiatives being taken by the Jamaican Government which demonstrate these commitments include:

· Recent Designation of an additional 14% of Jamaica’s land mas as protected areas; with 14 new forestry orders along with the designation of the Cockpit Country which is over 70,000 hectares which is now the largest protected area in the Caribbean. 

· Phased Implementation of a Ban of Single Use Plastic bags, straws and Styrofoam

· Commissioning of the largest solar plant in the Caribbean. 51MW to be exact.

· Wigton Windfarm and its refinancing to facilitate expansion 

· Launch of a project to plant Three million trees, which will include over 3000 hectares of mangrove forest. 

· Development of a Master Drainage plan

· Development Orders for all Parishes

· Coastal Revetment Projects in Downtown Kingston and in the North Eastern Portion of the Country.

Additionally, we have engaged in significant capacity building exercises for our Ministry teams thanks to funding from our international partners such as the IDB. 

The Challenges to the small middle-income countries are indeed burdensome when one considers the need for Decarbonization. The road map is however becoming clearer. One element of the Road Map is action through Ocean initiatives. I use the opportunity to highlight the report of the HLP on a sustainable Ocean Economy which is dubbed “The Ocean as a solution to Climate Change; Five opportunities for Action”

Four OAS member states serve on the HLP and signed on to the associated Call to action. This call is a useful road map. It calls for:

· Invest in Nature Based Solutions

· Harness Ocean Based Renewable Energy

· Decarbonize Ocean Industries

· Secure Sustainable food for the future

· Advance the deployment of carbon capture and storage


It is believed that the right blend of these activities could contribute to a Carbon reduction of 21% of what is required by the Paris Agreement.

There are other known solutions which include electric mobility, bio energy and so on. What is however needed is the right financing options. I am heartened that the conversation is indeed underway and I look forward to deeper debates which will be held today. 

In closing allow me to leave you with a quote, “What is the use of a House if you haven’t got a tolerable planet to put it on?” – Henry David Thoreau
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