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TOPIC: CHILD MALNUTRITION IN THE REGION 
1. BACKGROUND
All member states of the Organization of American States have pledged to the international community to eradicate hunger and ensure food security for everyone living in the region
/ by ratifying and/or adopting the United Nations International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ( International Covenant),
/ the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (Protocol of San Salvador),
/ and/or the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda).
/ Likewise, in ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Convention on the Rights of the Child), 34 OAS member states have acknowledged the need to ensure children’s health and nutrition and to combat malnutrition.
/
Sustainable Development Goal No. 2 (SDG 2), “Zero Hunger,” of the 2030 Agenda recognizes extreme hunger and malnutrition as major obstacles to sustainable development, and expressly states the governments’ commitment to implementing measures, strategies, and policies geared toward “ending hunger, achieving food security, and promoting sustainable agriculture.”
/ Some of the data highlighted in the Agenda point out that poor nutrition causes about half (45 percent) of deaths in children under 5 – 3.1 million children each year, and one in four children in the world suffers from stunting. In developing countries, the proportion could be as high as one in three.
/ 
In the specific context of the Americas in 2015, when the 2030 Agenda took effect, 34.3 million people suffered from hunger. According to the most recent data from the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP), the World Health Organization (WHO), and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the latest available data on hunger and malnutrition in the region do not paint a positive picture. Latin America and the Caribbean are getting further away from the goal of zero hunger and the number of undernourished people increased to 39.3 million. In ten countries, the poorest 20% of children suffer three times as much from chronic malnutrition.
/ 
There are several reasons for the rise in hunger, among them the economic contraction in Latin America and the Caribbean, political instability in a number of countries, the increase in disasters caused by natural phenomena, and inequality.
/ 
2. Purpose of the meeting
Bearing in mind that the OAS member states are committed to achieving the sustainable development goals and that most of them have decided to guarantee food as a human right, the proposal is to hold a meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) the main purpose of which is to identify some initiatives, programs, and policies that have been effective in reducing child malnutrition in the region.  The meeting will seek to identify some lines of regional cooperation that OAS member states recognize as priorities for implementing horizontal cooperation projects for countries to transfer information, experiences, knowledge, and practices that have proven to be effective in fulfilling SDG 2.
The meeting will also highlight the role of the private sector and its active involvement in strategies to combat malnutrition. Governments are mainly responsible for putting policies and programs into effect to combat malnutrition, but the degree of success of these governmental initiatives depends – largely – on the capacity of governments to “build an ongoing integrated and multisectoral relationship, bringing together the public and private sectors, international cooperation, and communities.”
/
There are different experiences in the region that illustrate the crucial role the private sector can play in strengthening initiatives to combat malnutrition and in making them more effective. Among those most often cited are Chile’s experience with the use of “Purita Mamá” (milk fortified with DHA
/) and Colombia’s with the use of “Bienestarina” – both initiatives the product of public-private partnerships. Besides these experiences, there are other initiatives in the region and around the world with government partnering with private companies to “fortify” consumer staples, such as sugar and flour, with nutrients that have helped eradicate major health and nutrition problems. 
/
There are also experiences wherein the private sector has financed or co-financed programs and initiatives to combat malnutrition, using the corporate social responsibility concept.  These experiences all show that multisectoral partnerships are key to ensuring effective and sustainable policies, programs, and initiatives to achieve the overall goal of eradicating hunger. 
3. Meeting structure 
Representatives from member states, civil society, and the private sector (identified earlier) will be given an opportunity to make presentations that will serve to demonstrate public policies, programs, and initiatives proven to be effective in reducing malnutrition and chronic malnutrition in different contexts in the region. The panelists and participants should also focus on the main challenges their countries/institutions face in implementing effective policies to reduce malnutrition, as well as on identifying opportunities for countries to cooperate in order to facilitate the transfer of knowledge and experiences to enhance existing policies. 

4. Relevance to CIDI
One of the strategic lines for integral development in the OAS Comprehensive Strategic Plan is:  “Foster social inclusion with equity that contributes to sustainable development in the Americas.” Under the two objectives proposed in this strategic line is Objective 7.1: “Facilitate and provide technical support to member states in the implementation of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” action area 4 of which Charter refers specifically to “Food and Nutrition,” seeking to “promote food and nutrition security in the region, with the active participation of individuals, communities, and civil society in general.” That Strategic Plan and its corresponding objectives are aligned with and contribute to implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and uses them as the overall framework for its action.
General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2939 (XLIX-O/19), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” also recognizes the Inter-American Declaration on Social Development Priorities” (CIDI/REMDES/DEC.1/19), adopted by the Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development at the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development in the framework of CIDI. Under Priority No. 8 of said declaration, these authorities recognize “the value of social assistance programs in eradicating hunger and child malnutrition in the Americas and continue to support such efforts through inter-American cooperation and institutional strengthening for the government agencies responsible for implementing such programs.”
5. Meeting results 
The hope is to get a more comprehensive, regional view of the problem of malnutrition, share successful practices that a number of member states are implementing or have implemented, and examine potential forms of cooperation to combat this phenomenon.
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�.	See article 11 of the International Covenant, article 12 of the Protocol of San Salvador and Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 of the 2030 Agenda 


�.	31 OAS member states have ratified and/or adopted this international instrument.


�. 	16 OAS member states have ratified and/or adopted this international instrument.


�. 	All OAS member states have pledged to fulfill the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 of the 2030 Agenda 


�. 	See articles 24 and 27 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.


�. 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/hunger/" ��https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/hunger/�


�. 	Ibid.


�.	FAO, PAHO, WFP, and UNICEF. 2018. 2018 Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Overview of Food Security and Nutrition. Santiago. 


�.	Ibid.


�.	World Food Programme and the Ministry of Social Development of Ecuador. 2016. South-South Good Practices to Overcome Malnutrition. https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wfp290196-2.pdf.


�.	DHA is considered key to nutrition throughout the life cycle; its role covers nerve tissue structure and function, cognitive development, and women’s health. DHA also plays a vital role in pregnancy. https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wfp290196-2.pdf.


�. 	World Food Programme and Ministry of Social Development of Ecuador. 2016. South-South Good Practices to Overcome Malnutrition.


https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wfp290196-2.pdf.





