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CONTEXT OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
In light of the current context, reflecting on inter-American cooperation within the OAS system brings us to the process of building a common hemispheric agenda, which, in keeping with the Strategic Vision, must be tailored to the 21st century.  There is no question that the term of office that the Chair is beginning at the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) provides an opportunity to continue the dialogue for change.  On this occasion, it is therefore fitting to discuss not only new forms of cooperation, but also the priorities and, equally as important, how these priorities will be put into effect.
The evolution of inter-American cooperation under the OAS is closely tied to global and regional economies and politics, which are colored by the systemic economic, financial, environmental, and energy crisis, as well as by the role of the emerging countries of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa (BRICS) in world affairs. These facts are giving rise to a shift in the world order, which has an obvious impact on cooperation in the region of Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).
As part of this process, we have seen a continuous decline in official development assistance to the countries of the region, in terms of the ECLAC-created Middle-Income Countries classification:  “As a result, Latin America and the Caribbean, a predominantly middle-income region, has seen a decline in its share of official development assistance (ODA) inflows, both as a percentage of gross national income (GNI) and in comparison with other developing regions.  This decline began in the 2000s.” 
/
It must be noted though that despite LAC consisting of middle-income countries (MICs), basic asymmetries of a systemic nature are still prevalent, and this manifests itself in a stark contrast between dynamic market development, on the one hand, and a continual lagging behind of “regional public goods,” on the other hand.  But even more prevalent is the difficulty of the relatively less developed countries to ensure compliance with the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). 
COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF OAS COOPERATION, THE IMPORTANCE OF MULTILATERAL COOPERATION AND THE DIFFERENT OAS COOPERATION MECHANISMS
In the current climate, the Organization of American States (OAS) as a whole and, particularly CIDI and the IACD, as CIDI’s subsidiary body, are called upon to play a more dynamic role in multilateral development cooperation, leveraging its special status as a regional organization, because of the following reasons, to name some of them: 
· OAS cooperation programs have a “headquarters;” the OAS has built a brand as an institution and is a point of reference throughout the Hemisphere with a storehouse of experience.
· The LAC countries continue to be a high priority for OAS regional cooperation because they are mostly middle-income countries–in contrast with other cooperation systems, which exclude them precisely for that reason–which in and of itself is an asset of this regional cooperation body.
· The LAC region countries are facing common challenges, which must be addressed through a regional cooperation approach, due to the fact that development levels in the countries are unequal and each country has had its own experiences in successfully overcoming economic and social obstacles and these experiences should be known and shared between and among the countries.
· Integral development cooperation constitutes a pillar of the hemispheric agenda, which has been tailored to the relative development needs of each particular country in common areas, including education, culture, employment, economic and social development, governance, migration, sustainable development, energy, water, climate change, biodiversity, commerce, competitiveness, science, technology and innovation.
· Because of the institutional capacity of the OAS in the area of cooperation, it is easier for the organization to be an interlocutor with other multilateral cooperation bodies in the region, and this can help to synergize, coordinate, and simplify cooperation processes.
· The OAS is a meeting place of upper, middle, and lower-income countries, making conditions ripe for North-South and South-South cooperation relationships, which the OAS has helped to shepherd into triangular cooperation, an existing form of cooperation.  This arrangement must be systematized, showcased, and adapted to current circumstances in order to benefit member countries.
· Through the different OAS bodies, arrangements and instruments have been crafted to promote cooperation dialogue throughout the region, as well as systems, networks, and programs to facilitate cooperation.  It is time to coordinate these achievements, such as the Education Portal of the Americas, the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN) or Virtual Educa, to name a few, in order to boost the impact of these achievements. 
· The OAS has become experienced at creating and strengthening human and institutional capacity, training human resources, and sharing information on different topics in different areas.
· Human resource training is conducted through in-person and/or virtual academic classroom studies, training courses, transfer of expertise and best practices by forming virtual communities. 
· Financial assistance mechanisms have been used for both scholarship/fellowship and technical assistance programs, and are funded through voluntary contributions from the countries and/or bilateral and/or tripartite inter-institutional partnerships. 
· The OAS fosters knowledge exchange through courses, workshops, and seminars; as well as promoting dialogue through conferences and forums.

· In this regard, it is essential to coordinate human and institutional resource training in order to properly leverage the different institutions existing in the region, with which agreements have been entered into, and to use these partnerships to help strengthen south-south cooperation, of which there have been many experiences. 
· In these times of change in international cooperation, efforts in this area must be efficient and effective and, therefore, it is absolutely essential to review not only the pertinence of hemispheric development cooperation, but also the way it works and the decision-making procedures of the different cooperation agencies within the OAS framework in order to simplify processes and avoid duplication of efforts.

· Accordingly, regional development cooperation must leverage existing OAS-related technological and information networks, which facilitate coordination and serve as a platform for dialogue and knowledge exchange at the regional level. CooperaNews and CooperaNet are examples of such networks. 

· It is essential to coordinate the efforts of development cooperation officials, who make south-south cooperation (SSC) possible, especially to strengthen triangular cooperation.  Accordingly, we must leverage initiatives such as the “Call for triangular cooperation case stories in the Americas,”
/ which help to avoid duplication of efforts.

· Additionally, eCoopeX must be utilized in order to gain access to information on cooperation efforts between different OAS actors.
/
· It is also important to bolster existing triangular cooperation in the Americas and to harness the installed capacity in the different cooperation recipient countries arising from the surge in south-south Cooperation in the LAC countries over the past decade.
· Likewise, it is worthwhile to draw on initiatives taken in the countries involved in specific SSC–strengthening programs resulting from other regional systems in order to generate synergy with said initiatives.

· Within this framework, both CIDI and the IACD could paly the role of coordinator between the different secretariats and offices of the Organization, which are involved in cooperation in different ways, in order to keep the effects of efforts and resources from being spread too thin.


In light of the variety of cooperation mechanisms and instruments available and based on the legal authority vested in the Management Board to promote more efficient and effective cooperation in this regional forum; we propose the following for the 2013-2014 term: 
· Promote CIDI’s role as coordinator and facilitator for implementation of the Strategic Plan for Cooperation on Development. 
· Concurrently, accept wholeheartedly the mandate to strengthen both CIDI and the IACD. 
· Review the Plan proposed in 2012,
/ which includes both the Work Plan of the IACD Management Board and the input into the Strategic Plan for Cooperation on Development. 
· This decision involves continuing to take actions that can be monitored and evaluated, as well as strengthening the capacity of CIDI and its subsidiary body, the IACD, within the Work Plan. 


Based on the consensus that country development is a pillar of OAS cooperation, in keeping with the mandate of incorporating south-south and triangular cooperation, as forms of development cooperation, in light of the different mechanisms available within the OAS for south-south and triangular cooperation, and establishing that the countries shall be the beneficiaries of cooperation, we lay out the following strategic commitments: 
· Define the focus areas for integral development cooperation. 
· Examine the proposal for modification of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI).
· Establish the scope of the CIDI strengthening process and of a possible modification to the IACD, taking into account the General Secretariat’s proposal circulated on April 1, which included a schedule listing the topics of strengthening CIDI and cooperation, ministerial processes, gathering and confirming integral development mandates, and reports and follow-up.
· Institute the policy that national development cooperation counterparts of CIDI and its subsidiary body IACD assume responsibility for cooperation in their respective countries.
· Open up channels of communication with cooperation officials in order to engage them in the process of change in cooperation, decision-making on cooperation policy and strategy of this regional forum, in redefining development priorities and areas, as well as involving them in follow-up on actions.
· Drive efforts to strengthen existing mechanisms of south-south and triangular cooperation and try to keep new specialized agencies from being created. 
· Last but not least, each beneficiary country must take ownership of this regional cooperation system, which is important to be able to provide support for south-south cooperation (SSC) through triangulation. 
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