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REMARKS by the CHAIR OF THE inter-American Council for 
Integral Development, Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS
(Item 2 of the Agenda: “Proposal from the Chair on CIDI’s focus and objectives for the second semester of 2014 to strengthen the development pillar as per the General Assembly mandates”)
(XLI Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, 
Washington, D.C, September 9, 2014)

Dear Colleagues. 

In my address to the Council on July 22, 2014 mention was made that the Chairmanship of Trinidad and Tobago will focus on an agenda with specific priority areas that are crucial in actualizing a sustainable, competitive and diversified socio-economic environment.  It was stated that the key areas of focus would be (i) the growth of Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (MSMEs), (ii) Innovation and Business Development, and (iii) Workforce Development.  There will be other areas of focus in keeping with CIDI’s overall commitments to address other sectoral issues for instance, sustainable development.

The work programme for the period July to December, 2014 will involve, among other things, three (3) Ministerial meetings on the thematic areas of culture and tourism and competitiveness; meetings of the Inter-American Committees relating to education, sustainable development; and the need to address the mandates of the General Assembly entrusted to this body, CIDI. 

Two (2) of these Ministerial Meetings have already been held: the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities in Port-au-Prince, Haiti from August 12 - 13, 2014 and the XXII Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism recently concluded in Bridgetown, Barbados from September 3 – 4, 2014.  In order to bring together and better link the sectoral dialogues with the comprehensive discussions held at the CIDI regular meetings at headquarters, I have had the privilege to participate in these two meetings.  

The work of the Chair and the CIDI Committees is also to be guided by the mandates assigned by the General Assembly for follow-up and implementation of the resolutions adopted at the forty- third and the proposed distribution of mandates emanating from the forty-fourth regular sessions of the General Assembly.  Some of these include;

1. AG/DEC. 74 (XLIV-O/14)
 - Declaration of Asunción for the Forty-Fourth Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly: “Development with Social Inclusion”

2. AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) - Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development

3. AG/RES. 2817 (XLIV-O/14) - Strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development: Policy Dialogue and Partnership for Development Cooperation

4. AG/RES. 2818 (XLIV-O/14) - Climate change in the context of Sustainable Development in the Hemisphere

5. AG/RES. 2819 (XLIV-O/14) - Sustainable and Equitable Cities and Communities in the Americas


In terms, of both Councils, the mandates would include: 

1.
AG/RES. 2841 (XLIV-O/14)
- Drafting of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas

2.
AG/RES. 2869 (XLIV-O/14)
- Follow-Up on Implementation of the Declaration of Cochabamba on “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas”

It is my intention to have periodic meetings with the Chairs of the Committees and Working Groups of CIDI to coordinate effectively the work of the Council.  A meeting was held with the Chairs of two (2) Committees and the Working Group, namely; the Committee on Migration (CAM), the Committee on Partnership for Development of Policies; and the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI) on July 25, 2014 at which each of the Chairs defined their scope of work.  A more comprehensive account of the work of each CIDI Committee and Working Group for the latter half of 2014 has been requested by the Chair.  

There are some mandates that require lengthy analysis that may be sent directly to the Committee on Policies (headed by Yadir Salazar from Colombia) and the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI (Headed by Agustin Vasquez from El Salvador).  Both the Committee and the Working Group, referred to here, can undertake a study of the proposals presented by the Secretariat and present recommendations to CIDI for its consideration.  These include: 

AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14)  which states “To instruct SEDI to present options for discussion at CIDI by August 31, 2014, on the possible inclusion of language training in all four official languages of the OAS as well as technical exchange programs, such as internships and mentorships, within the existing capacity building and human development programs of the OAS. These options should consider, among other factors, proposed sources of funding, the potential impact on access to affordable, relevant, and high-quality higher education and professional training, the use of South-South and triangular cooperation for this purpose, the possibilities of cooperation with strategic partners such as those in the Partnerships Program for Education and Training (PAEC) network and the OAS Consortium of Universities, and the cost-effectiveness and delivery mechanisms for this training”; and 

AG/RES. 2817 (XLIV-O/14) which states “To request CIDI, with the support of the General Secretariat, to revise the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, as well as the Statutes and Rules of Procedure of CIDI and its organs, in accordance with the Statutes and documents adopted in the foregoing operative paragraph 11
/ including FEMCIDI's name change and, when necessary, their amendment by the General Assembly, and to present its recommendations to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session, in 2015.  While those aforementioned governing documents are being amended, all references to FEMCIDI in those governing documents shall be read invariably as “OAS Development Cooperation Fund (OAS/DCF).”  Legal documents pertaining to cooperation activities now under way under FEMCIDI shall not amend the name of the Fund and shall continue to be governed by the documents in effect at the time of their approval.  

The information set out in this document is meant to serve as a guide to the topics and areas of focus for the work of CIDI for the remaining months of 2014.  With your comments and together with the Secretariat, these proposals would be further developed including the identification of experts for those sessions which may warrant different perspectives and expertise which may contribute to those thematic areas and to our discussions. 

July 2014

	Thematic Area
	Proposed/Comment
	Date
	Activity/Comments

	 Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities 
	
	July 22

Special Meeting of CIDI
	Presentation of H.E. Monique Rocourt, Minister of Culture of Haiti, regarding the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities.  

	
	
	July 22

Regular Meeting of CIDI
	1. SEDI program and activity update presented by the Executive Secretary for Integral Development.

2. Election of the Chairs of the Permanent Committees of CIDI and of the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs

· Committee on Migration Issues

· Committee on Partnership for Development Policies

· CIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs

3. Election of the members of the Committee of the Capital Fund for the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs [AG/RES. 2817 (XLIV-O/14)]

Elected member 2014/2016: The Bahamas. Brazil, Ecuador, Haiti, the United States 

	
	
	July 23

Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and CIDI 
	1. Presentation on the “Live Digital Plan 2014-2018” [Plan Vive Digital para el período 2014-2018] by the Minister of Information and Communication Technologies of Colombia, Mr. Diego Molano Vega 

2. Installation of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas

3. Election of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas 


August 2014

	Thematic Area
	Proposed/Comment
	Date
	Activity/Comments

	Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities 
	
	August 12 - 13, 

Port-au-Prince, Haiti
	Declaration of Port-au-Prince on Cultural Interdependence in the Context of Globalization 




September 2014

	Thematic Area
	Proposed/Comment
	Date
	Activity/Comments

	XXII Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism 
	
	September 3 to 4

Bridgetown, Barbados 
	Declaration of Bridgetown on Tourism Competitiveness and Sustainability in the Americas


	
	
	September 9 

Regular Meeting of CIDI
	· Proposal from the Chair on CIDI’s focus and objectives for the second semester of 2014 to strengthen the development pillar as per the General Assembly mandates  
· Verbal report of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (Monique Rocourt, Minister of Culture of Haiti (video message)
· Presentation of the SEDI Work Plan 2014-2015 
· Convocation of and preparations for Ministerial and Inter-American committee meetings: 
· Science and Technology
· Education

	Labour – Work Force Development in keeping with Trinidad and Tobago’s focus for its Chairmanship.


	Chair of CIDI
	September 29 
	Joint Session of the Permanent Council and CIDI.

· The Minister of Labour and Small and Micro Enterprise Development (MLSMED) has been invited to address a Joint Session.

· Panel discussion on work force development in the hemisphere (half-day duration); invitation of experts.

	Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance.  
	Argentina 
	September29 

Regular Meeting of  CIDI
	Argentina has requested to present on the Implementation of the Plan on Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance.  

	Sustainable Cities
	The Chair (Colombia) of the Committee on Partnership for Development Policies 
	September 29 OR in the context of the Regular Meeting of CIDI to be held in November 2014 when the issue of energy and sustainable development will be discussed.

Regular Meeting of CIDI
	Focus on energy efficiency and sustainable cities; connectivity and regulatory environment, etc.

	Sustainable Development 
	Caribbean Roundtable on Development to be held in the context of the 3rd International Conference on SIDS, Samoa, Sept 1-4, 2014.
	TBD

(Possibility of an alternative date pending consultation with the relevant Department)
	

	Election of the Chair of the CIDI Ad hoc Working Group to review mandates on integral development.


	
	September 29 

Regular Meeting of CIDI
	Considering that the Permanent Council at its Regular Meeting on August 20, 2014 received a report on the Results of the mandate classification exercise (CP/CAAP-3308/14) from the Chair of the CAAP and that CIDI was requested to update the data base of mandates on integral development to incorporate those from the 44th Regular Session on of General Assembly  held in Asunción, Paraguay, it is being proposed that at the September 29 meeting, the Council can consider the election of the Chair of the CIDI Ad hoc Working Group to review mandates on integral development.


October 2014
	Thematic Area
	Proposed/Comment 
	Date
	Activity/Comments 

	VIII American Competitiveness Forum (ACF)

Theme: The Human Imagination at Work: Driving Competitiveness, Powering Innovation”.
	
	October 8-10

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago


	VIII ACF & Meetings of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC)

Presentation by Senator the Honourable Dr. Bhoendradatt Tewarie, Minister of Planning and Sustainable Development of Trinidad and Tobago, on preparations for the VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF) took place at the Regular Meeting of the Permanent Council, August 6, 2014.

	Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)


	Chair - Suriname
	October 14-15

Washington, D.C. 
	AG/RES.2643 (XLI-O/11) and CIDI/RES.275/12 (XVII-O/12), “Final Report of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in the Framework of CIDI” and CIDI/RES.295 (XXXIX-O/14) “Convocation of the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education”.

	Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS)
	Chair - Honduras
	October 22-23

Washington, D.C.
	The 44th Ordinary Session of the OAS General Assembly, Asunción, Paraguay resolved through AG/RES.2816 (XLIV-O/14) to accept the offer by the Government of Honduras to host the 3rd Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities on Sustainable Development in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, October 22-23, 2015.

The convening of the CIDS is to begin preparations and organization of the 2015 Ministerial Meeting and to dialogue on the process of reviewing and updating the Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development (PIDS).

	Sustainable Development 
	Chair of CIDI
	October 28 Regular Meeting of CIDI
	Focus on:

(i) energy 

(ii) water security/dialogue on water in the Americas

(iii) Proposal for a draft resolution on energy in the context of sustainable development.

     II Meeting of the Global Gas Council on October  29, 2014 will be held in Hall of Americas.  The Inaugural Meeting of the Global Gas Council was held in October 2012 and brought together the representatives of the major gas producing and consuming countries, as well as some industry representatives. Discussions focused on the changing dynamics of the global natural gas market, the use of natural gas for power and transport; and global obstacles and opportunities for shale gas development.

    This year’s agenda will focus on the commercial and regulatory drivers behind the continued growth of the global gas market; the role of natural gas in providing economic and energy security; and the prospects for new areas of gas demand in transportation and small scale power generation. 
    It is envisaged that collaboration with the Global Gas Council can be realized in the work of CIDI and the promotion of sustainable development in the hemisphere.


November 2014

	Thematic Area
	Proposed/Comments
	Date
	Activity/Comments

	Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
	Chair of CIDI
	November 18

Regular Meeting of CIDI
	Public Private Partnerships (PPPs): focus on business; Report on Partnership for Financial Inclusion in Latin America and the Caribbean: A Catalyst for Inclusive Growth, New York, April 29-30, 2014.

	
	
	November 18

Regular Meeting of CIDI
	SEDI to prepare new work plan, incorporating this year’s mandates; current and expected CSR initiatives; and inviting  other OAS entities and dependencies to share their CSR activities to facilitate better coordination.  To be presented before November 30, 2014.

	Youth and Women
	Chair of CIDI
	TBD
	Entrepreneurship activity in the hemisphere with an emphasis on youth and women.  


December 2014

	Thematic Area
	Proposed/Comments
	Date
	Activity/Comments

	
	
	December 9

Regular Meeting of CIDI
	



It should also be borne in mind that 2015 will see the convening of several Ministerial meeting involving the thematic areas of social development, science and technology, tourism, labour, education, sustainable development and competitiveness. It means that a lot the work which the Council undertakes for the current period will be geared toward the realization of a robust agenda for the coming year.  CIDI will continue relaying on the Committee on Partnership for Development Policies to continue considering items of procedure relating to the preparation of these meetings and agree them ad referendum of CIDI, as appropriate. 


Colleagues, I have tried to be as comprehensive as I can at this time, but it is a work in progress.  I will certainly welcome comments and suggestions from member states which can be considered for inclusion in this work plan as we work toward a common goal to achieve integral, equitable, and sustainable social and economic development for our hemisphere.  
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	�  	Paragraph 11 of AG/RES. 2817 (XLIV-O/14) states “To adopt the “Statutes of the OAS Development Cooperation Fund for (OAS/DCF) and Provisions Regarding Other Partnership for Development Resources,” contained in document CIDI/Doc. 99/14, which forms an integral part of this resolution, noting that the latter documents change the name of the former FEMCIDI to the OAS Development Cooperation Fund (OAS/DCF).” 





�.	According to the Statutes of the Capital Fund for the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs and in keeping with the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2817 (XLIV-O/14) adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, five members should be elected.





