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Sustainable Cities Initiatives in the Americas web page: http://www.oas.org/dsd/SustainableCities.htm
Background:  The cities of the Americas are experiencing dramatic and accelerating changes. Rapid urbanization poses serious challenges in terms of infrastructure and housing, common spaces and sustainable transportation, the prevention and correction of pollution, the disposal of industrial and electronic waste, the promotion of pollution free consumption habits, and the management of sustainable technologies. The accelerated pace of urbanization is creating new forms of social and economic marginality that nurture crime and violence at epidemic levels. Cities often expand beyond their planned limits, and official and informal systems to provide water, sewerage, waste disposal, and other common services to these areas tend to be insufficient and inefficient. Furthermore, cities are responsible for as much as 80 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions while at the same time city residents face significant impacts from climate change.

According to recent studies, Latin America and the Caribbean has the highest rate of urbanization in the developing world. The proportion of the region’s population living in cities doubled from 41% to 80% in the last 60 years. Likewise, economic activity in the region is significantly concentrated in its urban areas. However, two out of every three people in Latin American and Caribbean cities live in poverty.

In this context, all OAS Member States have spearheaded efforts to face the challenges associated with rapid urbanization.  Medellín, Colombia is becoming famous for innovative sustainable transport. Recent efforts to modernize public transit, create better public spaces and improve safety are helping transform the city. These projects include the development of bus rapid transit (called MetroPlús) and the creation of a bike-share program -- new transportation elements that are integrated with existing metro and cable car systems. In addition, the city is building 1.6 million square meters of new public space. Medellín was awarded the 2012 Sustainable Transport Award. Medellín’s social transformation through sustainable initiatives is certainly one to be applauded, however innovative disruption based on sustainability principles is fortunately not unique to Colombia. Inner-City Bus Rapid Transit is spreading. 

Mexico City’s pioneer mobility project, Metrobus Line 4, utilizes all of the components of a successful bus rapid transit (bRT) system: dedicated lanes, enclosed stations with leveled access and prepayment, large buses with multiple doors, advanced fare collection, and a sleek image. Inaugurated in April 2012, Metrobus Line 4 runs through Mexico City’s historical downtown, with an extension to the international airport. Line 4 was carefully designed to preserve the colonial architecture of the historical city center.

In Honduras and Nicaragua, incentives have been set in place to promote the involvement of local communities and governments in the joint planning of projects of construction and maintenance of urban infrastructure. Barbados, Belize, and Trinidad Tobago, all Small Island Developing States (SIDS), recognize the dangers of global warming and the importance of reducing the country's carbon footprint. Green Barbados, a target goal of the 2007 - 2025 National Strategic Plan, seeks to transform the country into a cleaner, more environmentally advanced country. In Belize City, advances in a Waterfront Development Strategy and Fort Point Pedestrian Walk are underway, and T&T has initiated The Green Fund, established to financially assist registered community groups in activities related to the remediation – remedying environmental damage, reforestation – replanting with trees and conservation of the environment – preservation of the natural environment and wildlife. Furthermore, Mexico City launched its first public bike share program, Ecobici, a system, that features 1,114 bikes and 85 stations, as part of the new Bicycle Mobility Strategy.

The private sector is also collaborating with like-minded innovators in all aspects of the value-chain by utilizing, for example, the B Corp certification for sustainable business (www.bcorporation.net). B Corps are certified by the nonprofit B Lab to meet rigorous standards of social and environmental performance, accountability, and transparency. Today, there is a growing community of more than 600 Certified B Corps from 15 countries and 60 industries working together toward 1 unifying goal: to redefine success in business. For example, in Chile, TriCiclos is a company that offers Puntos Limpios (clean points) for citizens and companies to learn to recycle and become conscious consumers, acting to solve the problems of waste management. Working where there are no existing solutions, Triciclos recycles some 20 materials, most of which have very low commercial value, promising that every material received is effectively recycled. TriCiclos supports companies, schools, and other organizations that want to learn how to act in a more sustainable way, and sells products with low environmental impact to support sustainable habits. In 2012, TriCiclos recycled 731 metric tons of waste headed for landfills last year; 100% of products support the reduction of overall waste sent to landfills. Case studies such as these will be disseminated and scaled up where possible.

OAS Mandates and follow up: Recognizing the need to implement actions to build and promote the creation of sustainable cities in the hemisphere, since the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, December 7-8, 1996 The Plan of Action refers to four areas under this subject: economic development (initiatives 32 to 35), housing (initiatives 36 to 40), pollution prevention and environmental protection (initiatives 38 to 45), and sustainable transport (initiatives 43 and 46).  

The United States is supporting this OAS sustainable communities effort in 2 phases (phase 1 began in 2011 and phase 2 is just getting underway).   Urban areas are centers for job creation, making them the front line of a green economy.  This includes: deploying green technologies and services; prioritizing green infrastructure and buildings; protecting and restoring green spaces; creating more housing opportunities; reducing emissions, resource use and waste; and making more sustainable urban system and land use decisions. Coordination of place-based policies can enhance transportation choices, improve air and water quality, reduce waste, maintain reliable water and energy supply, advance public health and awareness, enhance disaster preparedness and response, increase climate resilience, use public resources more efficiently, help mobilize private investment, and strengthen local decision-making. Cities offer opportunities for capturing cross-cutting efficiencies, for example across water and energy systems, with joint strategies for resource management and public-private finance. Such sustainable urban development not only improves the health and wellbeing of current residents and businesses, but can also create jobs and attract new business.

The 6th World Urban Forum, held in Italy in 2013 showcased over 150 ‘networking’ and other events organized mostly by academic institutions, NGOs, national government agencies, professional associations and international funding agencies and foundations. Best practices and lessons learned were highlighted but need further trials based on the case study approach with dissemination and outreach of results, a key objective of the phase 2 project that began in October 2013.

Update on Phase 1 -- 2011-2103 : OAS “Sustainable Communities in Central American and the Caribbean”  On June 2, 2013, the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the Organization of American States held a Sustainable Cities Implementers Workshop and Midterm Review of the 14 projects (for outputs from the 14 projects please visit: http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/DSD/Biodiversity/Sustainable_Cities/SustainableCommunities.asp).  During the event the 14 implementers under the project presented the objectives, accomplishments and challenges encountered in the first implementation phase in each of their projects. Technical experts were invited to provide feedback and exchange ideas regarding opportunities for replicating projects throughout the Hemisphere and creating transformational change. For more information please visit: 
http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/Biodiversity/Sustainable_Cities/GA_Workshop/SCWorkshop.asp
The implementation of the 14 grants in phase 1 under the 4 pillars of energy, waste, hazard risk, and transport, the OAS Sustainable Communities Initiative has given much insight into forward-thinking, progressive environmental strategies, policies and initiatives. We have identified dozens of examples of smart governance, efficient technologies and benchmarking environmental monitoring where cities move to limit the impacts of human consumption and ensure environmental and social quality. 

Unfortunately, however, the many positive examples highlighted remain by and large best practices rather than standard practices. National, state and local governments working together to share authority in service to a common goal is lesson 1. Cities themselves need to take a more holistic approach to environmental problems and avoid addressing each issue in single, lone departments. Following this workshop, on June 3, 2013, the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development held a Sustainable Cities Round Table entitled: Building Sustainable Cities and Communities in the Americas, Moving from Demonstration Projects to Scale as part of the activities under the 43rd OAS General Assembly. http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/Biodiversity/Sustainable_Cities/GA_Round_Table/SCRoundTable.asp  

During the event, hosted by the Spanish Cooperation Training Center in Antigua that was also jointly organized by the Permanent Missions of Guatemala and the United States, participants discussed the challenges associated with rapid urbanization in the Americas and exchanged best practices for the sustainable development of cities and communities. The Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza, opened the event, which featured the participation of the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources of Guatemala, Marcia Roxana Sobenes García; the Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS, Carmen Lomellin; the Executive Secretary for Integral Development of the OAS, Sherry Tross; the Director of the Spanish Cooperation Training Center in Antigua, Jesus Oyamburu and the Mayors of Puebla (Mexico), Santa Catarina Pinula (Guatemala), and a representative from the City of Medellin (Colombia) among others.

In his welcoming remarks, Secretary General Insulza recalled that “urbanization in Latin America has increased at an extraordinary pace over the past 30 years.” He said the American Hemisphere is one of the most urbanized on the Planet, with cities that are home to over 80 percent of its population. “The rapid pace of urbanization poses serious challenges to community life, particularly in terms of housing and transportation, and to the quality of human health and the environment,” he said.

Secretary General Insulza went on to say “numerous innovative policies and strategies designed and implemented by governments and development agencies through the Hemisphere have been successful, and it is important to recognize them here. The member states face great challenges in making cities more functional. The rapid urbanization we have experienced will not be reversed; it will call for visionary, comprehensive policies for addressing problems like population growth, food security, citizen security, and energy and environmental security,” he concluded.

The opening of the event was also attended by the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources of Guatemala, Marcia Roxana Sobenes García, and the Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS, Carmen Lomellin. They stressed that, as centers of innovation and economic creativity, cities in the Americas are drivers of growth and poverty reduction. They also noted the challenges of rapid urbanization, its environmental impact, and the need for coordinated efforts to allow the sharing of best practices and experiences in this area.

Ambassador Lomellin said that, “in response to these challenges, we have the opportunity and responsibility to work together to develop shared solutions. No country or city has all the answers.” She recalled that, as for sustainable city and community development, “we are convinced that the most dynamic and fruitful collaboration will come from increased dialogue at the subnational level.”

For her part, Minister Roxana Sobenes Garcia said that “environmental and social problems don't recognize the territorial boundaries that we have defined and we respect. Environmental issues, protection against disasters, protection of our water, soil, and forests, public participation, compliance with environmental regulations, and promoting green economies are priorities we all share, and on which the Government of Guatemala believes we should focus our common vision.”

Update on Phase 2 2013-2016: OAS “Sustainable Communities in Central American and the Caribbean” Phase 2 began in June 2014.  10 new US$40,000 grants have been funded through a competitive process where over 45 proposals were received.  

http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/Biodiversity/Sustainable_Cities/PhaseII/SelectedProposals.asp 
The OAS is further assisting Governments in the hemisphere to collaborate on a uniform standard for environmental data, so that a given city can easily compare its results to any other, in order to learn from its peers and improve its performance. Guaranteeing sustainable growth in the face of overwhelming urbanization is the biggest test in the coming decades. The project will catalogue the case studies and small grant projects and will develop a suite of information which will be used to shape the project pilots and demonstrators. Partners will also assess why industry and public authorities have not yet adopted existing best practice strategies, and understand what the barriers have been. One element of this work will touch on public sector procurement processes to benchmark current practice, which the project will influence further sustainable cities program activity.

Deliverables include:

· Report on current city logistics operations to highlight current best practice and the challenges faced by organizations 

· An analysis of current industry attitudes to adapting strategies and challenges faced by industry – covering physical, economic and behavioral issues

· Case studies of best practice to highlight the drivers, challenges and benefits of sustainable city logistics.

· Identifying which sustainability indicators will be measured in the project, and setting baselines from which to measure the impact of the project demonstrators, this activity will focus on the environmental and economic effects of project implementation. 

The project demonstrators will be evaluated against sustainability indicators to demonstrate their impacts and the economic and environmental benefits of sustainable solutions by working with the Steering Committee to agree on a set of measurable sustainability indicators.

Concurrently, related efforts advance, such as the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) and the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA) that promote the development and use of sustainable energy technologies and services within OAS member states. 

In this context, the project will promote sub national dialogue, capacity building and knowledge sharing on urban development. Furthermore, it will support on-the-ground initiatives and the exchange of best practices and technical assistance through matching grants to: 

1. 
Implement co-financed Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) for sustainable urban development; 

2. 
Improve the urban poor access to basic socioeconomic infrastructure;

3. 
Promote recycling of waste and encourage improved wastewater management; 

4. 
Increase resilience to natural disasters; 

5. 
Promote energy efficient community based activities; and 

6. 
Generate “green” employment opportunities at the community level.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDRP01004E01�








