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PROPOSAL ON THE PREPARATION OF PROGRESS INDICATORS IN THE AREA OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 
[Proposal made by the CAJP on April 8, 2010, in connection with agenda item 3, Consideration of the “Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights” (OEA/SER.L/V/II.132)] 

I. Background
Article 19.1 of the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador,” provides that “[p]ursuant to the provisions of this article and the corresponding rules to be formulated for this purpose by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, the States Parties to this Protocol undertake to submit periodic reports on the progressive measures they have taken to ensure due respect for the rights set forth in this Protocol.”
In resolution AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05), the OAS General Assembly adopted the “Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports pursuant to Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador”; in resolution AG/RES. 2178 (XXXVI-O/06), it instructed the Permanent Council to make proposals on the composition and functioning of the Working Group established to examine the national reports; and, in resolution AG/RES. 2262 (XXXVII-O/07), it approved the composition and functioning of the Working Group to examine said reports.
At its most recent session, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2506 (XXXIX-O/09), resolved inter alia:

· To renew its request to the Permanent Council to consider and possibly approve progress indicators on the basis of the document “Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights” (CP/doc.4250/07 corr. 1).  
· To reiterate that the time periods established in resolution AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05) for submission of the national progress reports to be presented by the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador will not begin to run until the progress indicators have been approved.

In November 2007, the IACHR provided the Permanent Council with a preliminary document titled “Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,” which was subsequently adopted by the IACHR at its regular session in July 2008 (OEA/SER.L/V/II.132).

That document has been presented to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on two occasions by then Commission member Victor Abramovich, most recently in July 2009. In order to have progress indicators in place, the states have been asked since then to submit their comments.  Comments have been received thus far by the delegations of Colombia and Peru.
II.
The Working Group to Examine the Progress Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador
The Working Group is composed of three government experts and an alternate, elected by the General Assembly; one independent expert and an alternate, selected by the Secretary General during the General Assembly session; and a member and alternate from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

Shown in the tables below are the members of the Working Group elected or appointed as of this date.  According to these data, the Working Group has been constituted and could begin its work.
Government experts (3 + 1 alternate): 
	Candidate
	State
	Nomination
	Election

	Ramiro Ávila Santamaría
	Ecuador
	Sept. 30, 2008
	Oct. 14, 2008

	Flávia Piovesan
	Brazil
	Oct. 16, 2008
	Feb. 4, 2009

	Paola Buendía García
	Colombia
	Mar. 9, 2010
	Mar. 17, 2010

	Alternate
	State
	Nomination
	Election

	Pending
	Pending
	Pending
	Pending


Independent expert (1 + 1 alternate): 
	Candidate
	State
	Nomination
	Appointment

	Laura Pautassi
	Argentina
	Jan. 22, 2009
	Mar. 18, 2009

	Alternate
	State
	Nomination
	Appointment

	Pending
	Pending
	Pending
	Pending


IACHR member (1 + 1 alternate): 
	Commission member
	Appointment

	Luz Patricia Mejía
	Mar. 10, 2008

	Alternate Commission member
	Appointment

	Pending
	Pending


III.
Proposal made by the CAJP on April 8, 2010
The Chair of the CAJP, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, had pledged to return to the matter once the states had received the corresponding instructions from their capitals. The item “Consideration of matters pending, based on resolution AG/RES. 2506 (XXXIX-O/09), ‘Protocol of San Salvador:  Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties’ - Consideration of the ‘Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights’ (OEA/SER.L/V/II.132)” was therefore placed on the order of business of the April 8, 2010, meeting of the CAJP.  
At that meeting, the Committee discussed the matter and decided to distribute the following proposal so that the states could consult their capitals about it. It was felt that that proposal would resolve the impasse, and the Working Group, consisting of experts in the area, was asked to prepare the document of indicators that would be submitted subsequently to the General Assembly. Accordingly, a paragraph containing the following elements was proposed. It could be part of the draft resolution on the matter to be submitted to the General Assembly at its next regular session:
“To entrust the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties with preparing progress indicators to be used for each group of protected rights on which information is to be provided, taking into account the document ‘Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights’ (CP/doc.4250/10 corr. 1), and in accordance with the ‘Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports pursuant to Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador,’ adopted by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05).  Said indicators should be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration through the appropriate channels.”
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