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Original: English
DRAFT RESOLUTION

AGRICULTURAL INSURANCE: INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION 
TO MEET A HEMISPHERIC THREAT

(Presented by the Delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis, co-sponsored by the 
Delegation of Barbados) 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, IICA, as a specialized organization of the inter-American system, has the aims of stimulating, promoting, and supporting efforts by its member states to bring about agricultural development and rural well-being; and

RECALLING that at the Thirteenth Regular Meeting, held 1 September 2005 in Guayaquil, Ecuador, IICA’s Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA) instructed the Institute to undertake the effort to promote cooperation among its members to develop and expand agriculture insurance in the Western Hemisphere. Specifically, the IABA adopted Resolution 411, entitled “Horizontal cooperation in the area of agricultural insurance and guarantee funds;”


AWARE of the difficulties public officials have encountered, in the past, in facing natural disasters;


DEEPLY CONCERNED by the vulnerability of member states and their peoples to the threat of natural disasters and agricultural sustainability;


ALSO RECOGNIZING the IABA resolved: (i) To ask the Director General of IICA to promote and facilitate horizontal cooperation among the Member States, and the systematization and exchange of information and experts; dissemination of successful experiences in the area of agricultural insurance and guarantee funds; (ii) To urge the Member States to contribute to the and, (iii) to ask the General Directorate to establish partnerships with public and private financial institutions and financial organizations, with a view to coordinating, and seeking complementarities among, efforts to develop and strengthen the agricultural insurance market;


CONSIDERING this theme was clearly addressed in the strategic priorities established in IICA’s Medium-Term Plan 2006-2010; (1) to promote the business and competitiveness of agriculture, (2) create a means to sustain agriculture against natural disasters and weather, and (3) develop the rural community through the application of a territorial focus;


COMMENDING the recent efforts by IICA to share information and knowledge of experts in the field of agriculture risk management and insurance with the Inter-American Federation of Insurance Companies, (FIDES), the Spanish State Agency of Agriculture Insurance (ENESA), the FAO, World Bank, the Regional Unit of Technical Assistance, Program, (RUTA), and insurance companies within the various countries for the purpose of entering into partnerships for the development of agricultural insurance;


WELCOMING efforts by most of the countries of the Americas and also other countries like Spain and China, to share experiences and; 


NOTING that in the Southern Region, the Southern Agriculture Counsel supported the risk management and agriculture insurance as a priority and supported a finance grant for this theme that was presented to Inter-American Development Bank (IDB);


NOTING FURTHERMORE that IICA prepared a document entitled, “Proposal to Elaborate a Model of Agriculture Insurance Program for the Caribbean with Pilots in Trinidad and Tobago, The Bahamas and the Dominican Republic”. IICA also prepared a paper entitled, “A Framework for Agriculture Insurance in Trinidad and Tobago”;

NOTING FURTHERMORE that IICA recently completed a more comprehensive analysis of agriculture insurance in Latin America and the Caribbean, prepared a Strategic Business Plan for 2008-2010, an Annual Action Plan for 2008, and established promising relationships with a variety of donor community and private sector insurance and reinsurance organizations;

NOTING FURTHERMORE the linkage between effective climate risk management and poverty reduction and the linkage between insurance and lending to promote economic growth,
RESOLVES:

1. To lead the technical coordinated effort involving selected donor community institutions, private sector organizations and committed governments to address and develop sound and enduring agricultural insurance programs and risk management programs.

2. To affirm Member States' commitment to work together to develop and expand agricultural insurance and risk management in the Western Hemisphere and to identify priority areas for further action.

3. To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution with increased resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources.
4. To request that IICA report to the Permanent Council on the implementation of this resolution.

5. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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