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DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 19, 2008)
/

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING the Vienna Declaration and Program of Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights (A/CONF.157/23), which reaffirmed the important and constructive role played by national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights;

RECALLING resolution 2005/74 of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights “National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,” as well as the Report of the United Nations Organization Secretary-General on national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights presented to the seventh session of the United Nations Human Rights Council (A/HRC/7/69);

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2345 (XXXVII-O/07), in which the General Assembly encouraged “the governments and organs to promote the establishment of forums for dialogue between the institutions of the kind to which this resolution refers and the pertinent organs of the inter-American system, in order to strengthen their contribution to the democratic order in the hemisphere”;

WELCOMING the decisions of a growing number of states to establish national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights in accordance with the Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights “Paris Principles,” adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (resolution 48/134);

CONVINCED of the important role of the International Coordinating Committee of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (ICC) in assessing conformity with the Paris Principles;


RECALLING the commitment of member states in the 2001 Quebec City Plan of Action of the Summit of the Americas to strengthen the capacity of national human rights institutions, and to contribute to the successful establishment of the Network of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights of the Hemisphere;


RECOGNIZING the important contributions national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights accredited by the ICC can make to work of the Organization of American States in the promotion of human rights;
RESOLVES:

1. To welcome the efforts of the Network of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights of the Americas (“Network of the Americas”) to strengthen cooperation among member institutions as well as with the International Coordinating Committee of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (ICC) and other human rights bodies.

2. To facilitate, once the appropriate administrative and procedural requirements are in place, the participation of all national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights from member states, including those accredited by the ICC the Network of the Americas, in the human rights activities of the organs, agencies and entities of the Organization of American States,  in particular, inter alia, by:

a. Promoting opportunities for national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights to share experiences, advice, and best practices, and to collaborate with member states, organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and
b. Allowing national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights, the ICC, and the Network of the Americas to participate, contribute, and to submit information and documentation under human rights related agenda items of the Organization.
3.
To request the Permanent Council to prepare a report, for the implementation of this resolution, and, after discussion by the member states, to present it to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session, including administrative and procedural considerations, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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	�.	Presented by the delegation of Canada and cosponsored by Venezuela.
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