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I. officers
On July 12, 2007, the General Committee was installed by the Permanent Council for the period July 2007 - May 2008.  Under Article 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the chair and vice chair of the Permanent Council shall serve, respectively, as chair and vice chair of the General Committee.

The General Committee began its work in February 2008.  In February and March 2008, Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, served as its Chair and, as Vice Chair, Ambassador Arístides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama.

In April and May 2008, Ambassador Michael I. King, Permanent Representative of Barbados, served as its Chair and, as Vice Chair, Ambassador Denis Ronaldo Moncada, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua.

II.
ASSIGNMENT OF TOPICS TO THE COMMITTEE FOR STUDY

In fulfillment of Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 12, 2007, decided that, in the framework of the functions established in Article 15 thereof, the General Committee would have responsibility for consideration of the mandates of eight resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, contained in the document "Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-seventh Regular Session” (CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2), as well as ten annual reports.


On February 20, 2008, the Committee adopted its work plan (document CP/CG-1718/08 rev. 1, Appendix I).  From February to May 2008, the Committee held 10 formal meetings, in which it received and considered the annual reports assigned to it, as well as other reports requested by the General Assembly.  In concluding its work in preparation for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, the General Committee forwarded for consideration of the Permanent Council 15 approved draft resolutions and one draft resolution for which additional consultation would be required.

III.
WORKING MEETINGS


The Committee, at its meeting held on February 20, 2008, considered the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” which, inter alia, instructs the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting with civil society organizations to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere.  The Committee, after hearing a presentation by the Summits Secretariat of the General Secretariat, decided to recommend that said special meeting be held on civil society and strengthening a democratic culture, on March 14, 2008, in the context of civil society week.  The Permanent Council adopted the recommendation of the Committee. 


At that same meeting, the Committee considered a request by the Government of Venezuela to convene the “Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities” which, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07), was to be held in Caracas, Venezuela, in 2007.  After considering the reasons why the event could not be held as planned, the Committee decided to recommend to the Permanent Council that it be convened for April 4, 2008.  The Council adopted the recommendation of the Committee and the event was held on that date, in Caracas, Venezuela.  The conclusions on the event are contained in document ROEL/doc.3/08.


The Committee received a report on the implementation of resolution “Inter-American Year of Women” [AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07)].  The Committee took note of the report presented by Ms. Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), and decided to establish a working group to prepare a program of activities for the Inter-American Year of Women, open to participation by all delegations and officials of governments, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector, and instructed it to elect its officers.  It also instructed the group to prepare a recommendation to create a specific fund to finance activities related to the Year of Women, and requested the CIM to serve as secretariat of said working group.


Ms. Lomellin presented a report on the implementation of resolution “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” [AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07)], and, after taking note of the information provided, the Committee decided to recommend to the Permanent Council the extension of the period to convene the Third Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States.


The Committee received information on the implementation of the resolution “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” [AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07)].  The Committee took note of the information provided and gave the delegation of Venezuela additional time to offer a date for the meeting of the MESECVI, which, at a subsequent meeting, was set to be held on July 9 and 10, 2008, in Caracas, Venezuela, where the hemispheric report of the first multilateral evaluation round of the MESECVI would be considered and adopted.


At its meeting of March 12, 2008, the Committee considered the annual reports of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).  It reviewed and approved the program for the Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities, which was held in Caracas, Venezuela.


At its meeting of March 26, 2008, the Committee received and considered the annual reports of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL).


The meeting of April 9, 2008 focused on consideration of the annual reports of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) and of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).

The Committee received and also considered a full report on the work being done by the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI).  The Committee took note of the presentation and the comments by delegations.


Before beginning consideration of the draft resolutions, the Committee adopted a work method, contained in document CP/CG-1727/08 and attached hereto as Appendix II.


The Committee began its consideration of the draft resolutions for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.  It considered two draft resolutions presented by CITEL, “CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society” and “Report on the Situation of the Information and Communication Technologies.”  The Committee, after considering the draft resolutions, instructed the CITEL Secretariat to merge them into a single text and to represent them.


At its meeting of April 23, 2008, the Committee received the annual report of the Administrative Tribunal and took note of two resolutions it had adopted.


The Committee received and considered the Report of the Secretary General on Fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (document CP/doc.4296/08).  The Committee took note of the report and decided to forward the recommendations contained therein to the Permanent Council for its attention.  The recommendations indicate that despite improvements in the CIM’s budget and human resources in 2007, a minimum of two new posts at the professional level are required, inter alia, to make the MESECVI fully functional.  In view of the always growing number of mandates assigned to the CIM, the member states should consider increasing the CIM’s regular budget as well as making voluntary contributions of financial or human resources to support its projects and activities.


The Committee also received and considered the Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the “Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” (document CP/doc.4298/08).  The report was presented by the Executive Secretary of the CIM on behalf of the Secretary General and in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07).  The Committee took note of the information presented and of the observations and comments by member states, and decided to forward to the Permanent Council the recommendations contained in the report.

The recommendations refer to the need to identify specific resources to be assigned to the implementation of the Inter-American Program.  The CIM’s installed capacity was limited, particularly if account was taken of the increasing number of mandates assigned to it.  Strengthening of human, technical, and financial resources would make it possible to play a constant and more active role in the promotion, implementation, and measurement of results of the Inter-American Program.  Strengthening the CIM, whether from financial resources allocation and/or from a professional position designation, would allow countries to ensure further gender perspective integration in the development of programs and actions of all organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization. 

The meeting continued with the consideration of draft resolutions.


At its meeting of May 1, 2008, the Committee received the Report:  Best Practices in OAS Electoral Observation, 2004 – 2007 (document CP/CG-1739/08).  The report, presented by the Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, Mr. Pablo Gutiérrez, addresses the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07).  Its first section describes the electoral observation missions, their objectives and principles, and how they have been structured in recent years, as well as the area with responsibility for organizing them.  Its second section provides an overview of the 30 Electoral Observation Missions (EOMs) carried out by the OAS in 14 member states from 2004 to 2007.  For each, the type of election is identified, along with the makeup of the mission and the duration of the EOM in the country.  The third section describes the basic framework for organizing and deploying Electoral Observation Missions, which provides context for comparing the work carried out by the General Secretariat during this period and the best practices that were developed.  The fourth section identifies the various best practices developed by the OAS that are currently undergoing consolidation, while the fifth section lists a series of actions that are still pending implementation.  The final section offers a number of conclusions arising from this analysis.
The meeting continued with the consideration of three draft resolutions.


The meeting held on May 7, 2007 received a report on free trade and investment in the Hemisphere (document CP/CG-1741/08) and continued consideration of the draft resolution on the matter, presented by the delegation of Mexico.

The Committee also received a report on the activities of the White Helmets Initiative in the Hemisphere for the period 2006/2008 and began its consideration of the draft resolution “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative,” presented by the delegation of Argentina.


The meeting continued with consideration of five draft resolutions, one being “Agricultural Insurance:  Inter-American Cooperation to Meet a Hemispheric Threat” presented by the delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis, the same delegation that would subsequently withdraw it by note OAS/PC/001/08, of May 12, 2008.


The meetings held on May 12, 15, and 19, 2008 were devoted exclusively to the consideration and discussion of draft resolutions.  Of these, two were considered whose final decision would be directly incumbent upon the Permanent Council and would not require subsequent transmittal to the General Assembly.


Accordingly, the Committee considered the draft resolution presented by the delegation of Venezuela “Convocation of the Second Conference of States Parties to the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’ (MESECVI).”  The Committee recommended the approval thereof to the Permanent Council, which did so at its meeting of May 16, 2008, with the adoption of resolution CP/RES. 937 (1651/08).


With regard to the draft resolution “80th Anniversary of the Inter-American Commission of Women,” the proposing delegation, Antigua and Barbuda, requested that it be considered by the Permanent Council.
IV.
ANNUAL REPORTS 

The Permanent Council assigned to the General Committee consideration of the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, to be presented in accordance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter:

1. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

2. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

3. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

4. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

5. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
6. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

7. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

8. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

9. Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

10. Secretary General

It should be mentioned that the report of CIDI had been presented to the Permanent Council and that the report of the Secretary General would be forwarded to the General Assembly.  It should also be indicated that the report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) has not been received.

The following are brief summaries of the reports presented to the General Committee:

1.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)


At its meeting of March 12, 2008, the General Committee received PAHO Director General Dr. Mirta Roses Periago.  Dr. Roses Periago presented the report (document CP/doc.4272/08), which analyzes, within the framework of the strategic and programmatic orientations for the quinquennium 2003–2007 defined by the Governing Bodies of the Organization, the outstanding facts of technical cooperation, developed in compliance with the institutional program during this period.


The report concludes that it is essential to invest not only in public health and primary care but in the sciences, technology, research, and human resources as well.  One of today’s challenges lies in putting the scientific and technical information needed to improve health status within the reach of developing countries.  This implies providing institutions and the population with easier access to electronic and digital media.  Over the next five years, the Organization will intensify its institutional transformation process.  This will buttress its international leadership in health and its status as an institution that encourages the participation of its member states in defining health policies; that has an improved financial management system; that applies clear criteria for effectiveness and equity in allocating financial resources; that has strong partnerships and linkages; that is closely aligned with WHO; that is able to coordinate international, national, and local aspects of the health agenda; and that promotes community participation and social involvement.
The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.
2.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)


The annual report of the IIN, document CP/doc.4269/08, was presented by its Director General, Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, on March 12, 2008.


The full report refers to the activities carried out, and is prepared based on an assessment of the situation of the organization when Ms. Aguilar assumed her post, as well as the action plan prepared based on the mandates adopted by the Directing Council, and seeks to include the commitments made and assign priority to those that address the realities of the region. 

The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

3.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)


The annual report of the IICA (document CP/doc.4270/08) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of March 26, 2008 by its Deputy Director General, Mr. Christopher Hansen.

Mr. Hansen reported that the IICA’s main results in the Hemisphere included an increase in business training programs for the private agrofood sector, the application of the Performance, Vision and Strategy (PVS) instrument for modernizing agricultural health and food safety services in the countries, an institutional focus on rural development based on a territorial approach in selected reference territories and high-priority areas for the countries, and the identification of needs in the area of biotechnology and biosafety in several member states.

Other significant technical activities were carried out in several newer areas such as agrotourism, organic agriculture, agroenergy and biofuels.  In addition, the results of the report “Agriculture and the New Challenges of Development: the State of and Outlook for Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas, 2007” were shared with the member states and international organizations.

He also indicated that the areas of knowledge management and horizontal cooperation had also been highly productive.  Here, the intensive exchange of successful experiences, intellectual training of human capital and the development of specialized information centers and services, all of which helped to position the Institute as an organization that both facilitates and executes technical actions, have been contributing factors.
The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis presented the draft resolution “Agricultural Insurance: Inter-American Cooperation to Meet a Hemispheric Threat” (CP/CG-1734/08 rev. 1), which was subsequently withdrawn by that delegation.

4. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)


The annual report of CITEL (document CP/doc. 4282/08) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of March 26, 2008, by the Executive Secretary of CITEL, Mr. Clovis Baptista, who indicated that technological innovation, digitization, and the convergence of telecommunication technologies and services, broadcasting, and information technology had altered markedly how people accessed knowledge and communicate.  Now recognized was the importance of telecommunications, including information and communication technologies (ICTs) in the economic and social development of all countries and in making possible universal, sustainable, generalized, and affordable access to information.  However, despite the marked growth and expansion in telecommunication services, including ICTs, seen in the Americas region, disparities persisted, and bridging the digital divide remained a priority.


In that context, one of the main challenges still facing CITEL was how to continue to facilitate and promote harmonized and integral development of telecommunications, including information and communication technologies, in the Americas, harmonizing the efforts of member states and the private sector in achieving these objectives, for the benefit of society.

Among the results achieved by CITEL in 2007 was the presentation of 468 inter-American proposals to the World Radiocommunication Conference of the International Telecommunication Union; an approximately 26% increase in the number of scholarships utilized for CITEL telecommunication training courses; the adoption of different recommendations on the coordination of appropriate standards to ensure interoperability and the timely introduction of advanced technologies, especially standards for the protection of critical infrastructure, spectrum harmonization, regulatory matters, problems related to telecommunication convergence and economic aspects of telecommunications; and the organization of different seminars and workshops on matters of priority to countries.


Mr. Baptista noted that, considering the mandates received, the amount CITEL received from the Regular Fund was insufficient to defray the Secretariat’s minimum costs; therefore, the specific funds which, under the regulations, were exclusively for the support of the permanent consultative committees, had been used to defray said costs. 

The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

CITEL presented two draft resolutions:  “CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society” and “Report on the Situation of the Information and Communication Technologies,” which were merged into a single draft resolution:  “CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society,” which, as amended by different delegations, was approved on April 23, 2008.

5.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

The annual report of the CIM (CP/doc.4286/08) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of April 9, 2008, by the CIM Executive Secretary, Ms. Carmen Lomellin.

The report summarizes the activities carried out by the CIM between March 2007 and February 2008, a period in which the CIM had worked to promote women’s human rights and to eliminate gender-based violence, as a multidimensional security issue.  The CIM had continued to work to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) and had made satisfactory progress with the first evaluation round of the MESECVI.


The CIM had also held its Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates, from November 5 to 7, 2007, which had adopted the “Declaration of San Salvador:  Gender, Violence, and HIV,” which encourages the countries to intensify efforts to eliminate violence and discrimination against women, adolescents, and girls in relation to HIV.


The Assembly of Delegates also adopted different resolutions on the funding of travel and per diem expenses of the members of the Executive Committee of the CIM; strengthening the participation and political representation of women in the Americas, and amending the legal instrument of the CIM.


The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

6. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal

The annual report of the Administrative Tribunal (CP/doc.4255/08) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of April 23, 2008.  The presentation was given by the Tribunal Secretary, Reinaldo Rodríguez Gallad, an attorney.


Under Article III of its Statute, the Tribunal is composed of six members elected by the OAS General Assembly to serve for terms of six years, and who may be reelected once.  Terms are to be staggered so that the OAS General Assembly elects one new member of the Tribunal each year.


The Tribunal is currently composed of the following judges:

· Albert N. J. Matthew, President (Dominica)

· Alma Montenegro de Fletcher, Vice President (Panama)
· Lionel Alain Dupuis (Canada) 

· André Surena (United States)

· Héctor Enrique Arce Zaconeta (Bolivia) 

· Agustín Gordillo (Argentina)

In the period covered by this report, on June 18 and 19, 2007, the Tribunal held its LV regular session at the headquarters of the Organization, and adopted Judgment 153 in Complaint 285. 


The LVI regular session of the Tribunal was held in Panama City, Panama, on April 9 to 11, 2008, and considered Complaint 287.

The report also refers to the convention signed on February 18, 1976 by the Director General of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences (now the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture - IICA) and the OAS Secretary General to extend the jurisdiction of the Administrative Tribunal of the Organization of American States to include the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IICA).  In accordance with the provisions of Article 9 of said convention, the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences had been depositing the sum equal to fifty percent (50%) of the annual salary of a staff member at the G-5 level.


The Tribunal Secretary also reported that the Secretariat, in fulfillment of the mandates of the Tribunal itself, had prepared different documents examining the need to amend the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the Administrative Tribunal, as well as the procedures to be followed in the event that such a proposal is implemented.  To that end, the Secretariat had prepared draft amendments to the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the Tribunal and had suggested the possibility of evaluating the respective draft amendments to the Statute and the Rules of Procedure of the Administrative Tribunal during the session to be held in 2008.


The report of the Administrative Tribunal, with the aim of ensuring its proper functioning, also emphasizes the advisability of reviewing the labor situation of the staff of its Secretariat, reiterating the need to correct the status of their positions and warning the General Secretariat of the imminent damages that will ensue for the Administrative Tribunal (and for the Organization in General) if the current labor situation of the Secretariat staff is prolonged indefinitely.  In that regard, the Tribunal urged the General Secretariat to adjust the Administrative Tribunal budget in the program-budget of the Organization to reflect the upgrading of the position of Secretary of the Tribunal to a P-5 position of trust; and requested OAS General Secretariat to adjust the Administrative Tribunal budget in the program-budget of the Organization to reestablish the G-6 position for the Assistant to the Tribunal.

The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

V.
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Before beginning consideration of the draft resolutions to be forwarded to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session, the Committee adopted a methodology, published as document CP/CG-1727/08.

The General Committee received a total of 20 draft resolutions for its consideration.  It considered 19 of them, 15 of which were approved without amendment, one was forwarded to the Permanent Council, one was merged into another text, one is pending further consultations among the delegations, and one was withdrawn.  Two other draft resolutions presented to the Committee would require action by the Permanent Council.  One has now been approved and the other will be considered after the General Assembly.  A table listing the draft resolutions, the corresponding documents, and their status as of this date is attached hereto as Appendix III.
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WORK PLAN OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

FOR THE 2008 TERM


The General Committee is a permanent committee of the Permanent Council, composed of one representative of each member state.  The chair and vice chair of the Permanent Council serve, respectively, as chair and vice chair of the General Committee.  The functions of the Committee are established in Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.


This Draft Work Plan for the 2008 term is presented to the members of the General Committee for consideration, so as to facilitate the timely and effective examination of the matters entrusted to the Committee.

I.  INTRODUCTION

Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council assigns the following functions to the General Committee:

a.
To advise the Permanent Council and its chair on matters that are within the area of competence of the Council and that, not having been assigned to other committees, have been assigned to the General Committee; 
b.
To consider the course and coordination of the work of the Council and its committees and to make recommendations thereon to the Council, its chair, and the committee chairs.  For that purpose, it may establish a subcommittee on coordination composed of the committee chairs; the chair of the General Committee shall serve as chair of the Subcommittee on Coordination; 
c.
To examine periodically, by mandate of the Permanent Council, current working methods and procedures, so as to maximize efficiency and bring about the best possible use of time in the work of the Council;

d.
To consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs under these Rules of Procedure; likewise, to submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council;
e.
To consider other reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities, as well as the reports presented by the units of the General Secretariat; 
f.
To prepare draft resolutions on the topics assigned to it by the Permanent Council or those not within the purview of other permanent committees; and

g.
Such other functions as may be assigned by the Permanent Council.

This Draft Work Plan proposes activities and a calendar for fulfillment of the mandates assigned to the General Committee, while recognizing that during the year other matters may be entrusted to the Committee, as provided in the aforementioned article.

II.  GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED

TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
/

The Permanent Council assigned to the General Committee the consideration of the mandates issued in the following resolutions, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session:

1. AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere”

2. AG/RES. 2319 (XXXVII-O/07), “Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters”

3. AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Year of Women”

4. AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”

5. AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”

6. AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”

7. AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07), “Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere”

8. AG/RES. 2344 (XXXVII-O/07), “Citizen Participation and Strengthening of Democracy in the Hemisphere”

III. OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES ASSIGNED TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
/
The Permanent Council assigned to the General Committee for consideration the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, to the presented under Article 91.f of the OAS Charter:

1. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (cidi)
2. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

3. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

4. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

5. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

6. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

7. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

8. Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

9. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
10. Secretary General

As for the deadlines for presentation of the reports, Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council states: “The annual and special reports to be presented by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in compliance with Article 91.f of the Charter shall be delivered to the Permanent Council through the secretary general at least 90 days before the opening of each regular session of the General Assembly”; “The Permanent Council shall examine only those reports presented within the statutory deadline and shall submit its observations and recommendations to the General Assembly for consideration.  Reports that have been examined shall be circulated as reference documents”; “In the case of reports presented after the statutory deadline, the Permanent Council shall notify the General Assembly of the failure of the respective organ, agency, or entity of the Organization to comply and shall recommend measures to promote compliance with these rules.  It may also make observations and recommendations on substantive matters addressed in a report submitted after the deadline”; and “In keeping with the provisions of Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the said reports shall in all cases be transmitted to the governments of the member states not less than 30 days before the scheduled opening date of the regular session of the General Assembly.”
Therefore, in order to comply with the applicable provisions, reports must be delivered no later than March 3, 2008.  The following calendar is proposed for consideration of the reports:


February-March 2008 – The General Committee meets to consider the annual reports received and the draft resolutions proposed.

April 2008 – The General Committee prepares its observations and recommendations on the annual reports.

April 30, 2008 – The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.

IV. ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE AND WORK CALENDAR

2008

	RESOLUTION
	MANDATE
	TIMEFRAME AND ACTIVITY

	AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07)  
Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere

	2.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on developments in this regard.
	April 30, 2008:

The General Committee reports to the Permanent Council.

	AG/RES. 2319 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters


	4.
To request the Permanent Council to provide the necessary support for the implementation of this resolution and to submit a report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
	March 26, 2008:

The General Committee receives a progress report on the plan’s implementation.

April 30, 2008:

The General Committee reports to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07)
Inter-American Year of Women


	2. To request the Permanent Council to form a working group to prepare a program of activities for the Inter-American Year of Women, which shall provide for participation by officials of governments, parliaments, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector, and shall identify sources of funding for those activities.

3. To request the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women to support the activities of the working group.

4. To create a specific fund to finance activities related to the Inter-American Year of Women, open to contributions by member states, permanent observers, international organizations, civil society, the private sector, and the international community in general.

5. To request the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution in accordance with the resources provided in the program-budget of the Organization of American States and other resources.

To request the Permanent Council to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
	February, 2008:

The General Committee installs the working group, the secretariat of which will be the Executive Secretariat of the CIM.

March 2008:

The General Committee receives a progress report on the efforts of the working group and on the specific fund created to finance the activities of the Inter-American Year of Women (2010).

April 30, 2008

The General Committee reports to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality


	3. Once again to request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by this Assembly, by the Summits of the Americas, and by the IAP to:

a. Continue its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into its resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as the case may be, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis, drawing upon the expertise of the CIM; and

b. Consider increasing the resources allocated to the CIM in the program-budget, enabling it fully to carry out its mandates.

4…..

5.            To urge the Secretary General to:

a.
Convene, in 2008, the Third Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States and to take the steps necessary to allocate the funds needed for it to be held.

b.
Continue promoting, with support from the CIM, full implementation of the IAP so as to achieve integration of a gender perspective into all programs and policies of the Organization of American States (OAS);

g.
Report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of this resolution by the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system.


	February 2008

The Secretary General presents a follow-up report to the Permanent Council through the General Committee, as well as a proposed date for the Third Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States and a proposed agenda.

March-April 2008

The General Committee receives and considers the General Secretariat follow-up report on the implementation of mandates and the corresponding draft resolution.

April 30, 2008 

The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter

	1. To recognize the important role of participation by civil society in the consolidation of representative democracy and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies; and, in that regard, to instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES.  759 (1217/99), to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Democratic Charter.

2. To reaffirm as applicable the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”

3. To request the Permanent Council to:

· Examine the principal challenges to democratic governance, especially those related to strengthening democratic institutions and promoting economic and social development; and

· Hold a meeting in the first half of each year to review activities undertaken by the Organization in the preceding calendar year to promote and strengthen democracy.

4. To entrust the General Secretariat with coordinating the activities and programs of the various offices of the General Secretariat relating to the promotion of democracy, in accordance with the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so as to be more effective in fulfilling the mandates on the inter-American agenda.

8.
To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the legislative branches of the member states in their efforts at modernization and institution-building, as well as interparliamentary cooperation and dialogue in the legislative treatment of priority topics on the inter-American agenda.

9…..

10.
To request the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is envisaged in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 

11.
To request the Secretariat to prepare a report for consideration by the Permanent Council, setting forth the best practices developed by the OAS electoral observation missions during the three years prior to adoption of this resolution, on recent OAS electoral observation missions, containing best practices, for subsequent consideration by the Permanent Council.

12.
To reaffirm the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES.  2195 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening Political Parties and Other Political Organizations for Democratic Governance.”

13….

14.
To ensure that the actions and programs proposed in this resolution will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

15.
To request the Secretary General to report to the Permanent Council on the implementation of this resolution.

16.
To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


	February 2008

The General Committee considers the date, agenda, and guest speakers for the special meeting with civil society organizations and presents its recommendations to the Permanent Council.

March 2008

· The General Committee receives the General Secretariat’s report on best practices develop by the OAS electoral observations missions.

· The Secretary General presents the report mentioned in operative paragraph 10 and others of this resolution.

April  2008

The Secretary General reports on measures adopted in fulfillment of the mandates issued in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2195 (XXXVI-O/06) and submits proposals for its consideration.  

· The General Committee receives and considers documents on challenges to democratic governance.

· The General Committee considers matters related to the meeting to be held by the Permanent Council to review activities undertaken by the Organization to promote and strengthen democracy.

April 2008

The General Committee considers the report and any draft resolution presented.

April 30, 2008

The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07) 
“Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”


	9. To take note of the offer by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará, to be held in late 2007.

10. To request the Permanent Council to follow up on implementation of this resolution and to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on MESECVI operations and on the outcome of the first evaluation round.


	February 2008

· The General Committee considers the place, date, and agenda of the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará and presents its recommendation to the Permanent Council.

April 30, 2008

The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere


	8.
To instruct the General Secretariat to include in its activity reports on the promotion of democracy the progress made in carrying out this mandate.

9.
To thank the Government of El Salvador for holding the IV Inter-American Meeting of Election Officials. To request the Permanent Council to convene an “Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies,” to be held in Caracas Venezuela, during the last quarter of 2007, for the purpose of exchanging experiences and best practices in the countries of the Hemisphere on, among other things, voter identification systems, voter registration procedures, and automated election systems and whose conclusions will be submitted to the V Inter-American Meeting of Election Officials.
10.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

	February 2008

· The General Committee considers the date, format, and program for the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies and makes a recommendation to the Permanent Council.

April 2008

The General Committee considers the report and any draft resolution presented.

April 30, 2008

The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2344 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Citizen Participation and Strengthening of Democracy in the Americas


	3.
To request that the Permanent Council, with the support of the Secretariat for Political Affairs and inviting broad sectors of society, hold a special meeting to share experiences on the diverse ways that the member states are using to promote citizen participation in all activities of society.

4.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 


	March 2008

The General Committee considers the date, agenda, and guest speakers for the special meeting and makes a recommendation to the Permanent Council.

April 2008

The General Committee considers the report and any draft resolution presented.




	V.  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS, 2008
/


	February – May 2008



	February 20, 2008

2:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
	Consideration of the Draft Work Plan of the Committee for the -2008 Term

· AG/RES. 2327: The General Committee considers the date, agenda, and guest speakers for the special meeting with civil society organizations. It will present its recommendations to the Permanent Council 

· AG/RES. 2322: The General Committee installs the working group, the secretariat of which will be the Executive Secretariat of the CIM.

· AG/RES. 2324: The General Committee receives and considers the General Secretariat follow-up report on the implementation of mandates issued and on the convocation of the Third Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States.

AG/RES. 2330: The General Committee considers the place, date, and agenda of the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará and presents its recommendation to the Permanent Council

· AG/RES. 2337: The General Committee considers the date, format, and program for the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies and makes a recommendation to the Permanent Council 



	March 5, 2008

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.


	· AG/RES. 2327: The Secretary General reports on measures adopted in fulfillment of the mandates issued in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2195 (XXXVI-O/06) and submits proposals for its consideration.  The report will include the results of the Secretary General’s coordination efforts with other regional and subregional organizations and civil society organizations for the purposes cited.

· The General Committee considers matters related to the meeting to be held by the Permanent Council to review activities undertaken by the Organization to promote and strengthen democracy.

· AG/RES. 2344: The General Committee considers the date, agenda, and guest speakers for the special meeting of the Permanent Council to share experiences on the diverse ways that the member states are using to promote citizen participation in all activities of society. 



	March 12, 2007

3:00 – 5:30 p.m.
	The Secretary General presents reports on:

i. Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women;

ii. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women;

iii. Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality;

iv. OAS Gender Training Program;

The Committee considers annual reports of:

i.
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

ii.
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

iii.
Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)



	March 26,  2008

3:00 – 5:30 p.m.
	· AG/RES. 2319: The General Secretariat presents the comprehensive plan developed by the Committee for Celebration of the Centennial of OAS headquarters and on resources mobilized for execution of the planned activities.

The General Committee considers annual reports of:

i.
Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAT)

ii.
Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

iii.
Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)



	April 9,2008

3:00 -5:30 p.m.
	· AG/RES. 2322: The General Committee receives a progress report on the efforts of the working group and on the specific fund created to finance the activities of the Inter-American Year of Women (2010).

· AG/RES. 2324: The General Committee receives and considers the General Secretariat follow-up report on the implementation of mandates and the corresponding draft resolution.

· AG/RES. 2337: The Secretary General presents the report mentioned in operative paragraph 10, the report on best practices of electoral observations and others of this resolution.

· AG/RES: 2301: The Committee considers a report on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere and the draft resolution, if any.

The Committee  considers annual reports of:

i. Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

ii. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

iii. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

iv. Secretary General



	April 23, 2008

3:00 -  5:30 p.m.
	The General Committee considers all reports and preliminary draft resolutions not yet taken up.



	April 30, 2008


	The General Committee presents to the Permanent Council the reports, observations, and recommendations on all the mandates entrusted to it.
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I. MANDATES

Pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the General Committee has the following functions: 
a.
To advise the Permanent Council and its chair on matters that are within the area of competence of the Council and that, not having been assigned to other committees, have been assigned to the General Committee;
b.
To consider the course and coordination of the work of the Council and its committees and to make recommendations thereon to the Council, its chair, and the committee chairs.  For that purpose, it may establish a subcommittee on coordination composed of the committee chairs; the chair of the General Committee shall serve as chair of the Subcommittee on Coordination;
c.
To examine periodically, by mandate of the Permanent Council, current working methods and procedures, so as to maximize efficiency and bring about the best possible use of time in the work of the Council;
d.
To consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs under these Rules of Procedure; likewise, to submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council;
e.
To consider other reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities, as well as the reports presented by the units of the General Secretariat;
f.
To prepare draft resolutions on the topics assigned to it by the Permanent Council or those not within the purview of other permanent committees; and
g.
Such other functions as may be assigned by the Permanent Council.
It should be noted that, under Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure, committees may establish subcommittees and working groups, and must specify their mandate in each case.

It bears recalling, by way of reference for the draft resolutions that might be presented to the General Committee, that the Permanent Council, in compliance with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, agreed at its meeting of July 12, 2007, that, pursuant to the aforementioned Article 16, the General Committee would be responsible for following up on the mandates in the resolutions listed below, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session (CP/doc. 4238/07 rev. 2):

1. AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere”

2. AG/RES. 2319 (XXXVII-O/07), “Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters”

3. AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Year of Women”

4. AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”

5. AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”

6. AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”

7. AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07), “Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere”

8. AG/RES. 2344 (XXXVII-O/07), “Citizen Participation and Strengthening of Democracy in the Hemisphere”

II.
DRAFT RESOLUTION WORK PLAN

With a view to making the Committee more efficient in its presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session, the Chair would like to make some suggestions (Annex I), as is being done in other Permanent Council committees, that may be help the Committee move forward in its work. Annex II contains a table for tracking the proposals to be presented to the Committee for consideration and lists the documents submitted to date.

Michael I. King

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Barbados

to the Organization of American States

Chair, General Committee

ANNEX I

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE PRESENTATION AND NEGOTIATION 
OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS IN THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 

(2008)

The following suggestions could serve as basic guidelines for the presentation and negotiation of resolutions: 

· Set April 28 as the deadline for the presentation of draft resolutions.

· Present draft resolutions that are more succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outcomes. To that end, efforts will be made to:

· Reduce the number of preambular paragraphs.

· Reduce the number of operative paragraphs.

· Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions that serve only to renew mandates.

· Avoid unnecessary repetition of identical paragraphs in different resolutions.

· Adopt standard formats for operative paragraphs requesting the presentation of reports.

· Exhortations to sign, ratify, or accede to international instruments are considered important and should be maintained; the viability of doing so in a single resolution will be explored.

· Prepare an omnibus resolution for follow-up of the work of the organs, agencies, and entities whose reports the General Committee is to receive.

· Resolutions containing new mandates with budgetary implications will be referred to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).

· Some resolutions might be presented every two or three years, rather than each year.

· Identify ways to gather resolutions together by similar thematic areas, combining texts into small omnibus resolutions.

· During the negotiation process, if they decide it is appropriate, delegations will seek to reach agreements in informal consultations prior to taking up matters in formal discussions.

· During the negotiation process, group the resolutions together into similar thematic areas.

ANNEX II

TABLE FOR TRACKING THE DRAFT RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

(2008)

	TITLE – PROPONENT COUNTRY/COUNTRIES
	DOCUMENT
	DATE CONSIDERED
	DATE SENT TO THE PC
	COMMENTS

	CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society

Presented by CITEL 


	CP/CG-1725/08
	
	
	

	Report on the Situation of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)

Presented by CITEL 


	CP/CG-1726/08
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TABLE OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED BY THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE COUNCIL AND TO THE THIRTY-EIGTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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TABLE OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED BY THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE COUNCIL AND TO THE THIRTY-EIGTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

	TITLE OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION
	PRESENTED

BY
	DOCUMENT 

NUMBER
	APPROVED BY THE GC
	APPROVED BY THE PC 
	OBSERVATIONS

	CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society


	CITEL
	CP/CG.1725/08

CP/CG.1725/08 rev.1

CP/CG.1725/08 rev.2

CP/CG.1725/08 rev.3
	23 April 2008


	16 May 2008
	

	Report on the Situation of the Information and Communication Technologies


	CITEL
	CP/CG-1726/08
	
	16 May 2008
	Combined into one draft resolution - document 1725

	Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere


	Mexico
	CP/CG.1730/08

CP/CG.1730/08 rev.1


	7 May 2008
	
	

	Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”


	Mexico
	CP/CG-1731/08

CP/CG-1731/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1731/08 rev.2
	1 May  2008
	16 May 2008
	

	Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality


	Colombia
	CP/CG-1733/08

CP/CG-1733/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1733/08 rev.2


	12 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	

	 Agricultural Insurance: Inter-American Cooperation to meet a Hemispheric Threat


	IICA

Saint Kitts and Nevis
	CP/CG-1734/08

CP/CG-1734/08 rev. 1

CP/CG-1734/08 rev. 2
	
	
	The Delegation of Saint Kitts y Nevis withdrew this draft resolution through note May 12, 2008 – doc.CP/CG-1753/08.



	Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in response to Natural Disasters and the Fight Against Hunger and Poverty – “White Helmets Initiative”


	Argentina
	CP/CG-1735/08

CP/CG-1735/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1735/08 rev.2


	12 May 2008
	16 May 2008
	

	Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force
	Venezuela
	CP/CG-1736/08

CP/CG-1736/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1736/08 rev.2


	7 May 2008
	16 May 2008
	

	Building Youth Citizenship with Rights, Responsibilities, and Culture of Peace
New title: Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation, Trafficking and Smuggling of Minors 


	Uruguay
	CP/CG-1737/08

CP/CG-1737/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1737/08 rev.2

CP/CG-1737/08 rev.3

CP/CG-1737/08 rev.4
	PENDING
	PENDING
	This draft resolution with a new title will continue to be considered at the General Assembly in Medellin.

	Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere


	Venezuela
	CP/CG-1742/08

CP/CG-1742/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1742/08 rev.2


	15 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	

	Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States


	Canada
	CP/CG-1743/08

CP/CG-1743/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1743/08 rev.2

CP/CG-1743/08 rev.3


	19 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	

	Human Rights and Climate Change in the Americas
	Argentina
	CP/CG-1744/08

CP/CG-1744/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1744/08rev.2

CP/CG-1744/08 rev.3

CP/CG-1744/08 rev.4


	19 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	The General Committee approved this resolution ad referendum of the delegations of The Bahamas and the United States. Both delegations withdrew their reservations during the meeting of the Permanent Council.

	Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States


	Canada
	CP/CG-1746/08

CP/CG-1746/08 rev.1

 CP/CG-1746/08 rev.2


	15 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	

	Support for the Strengthening of Political Stability and for Socioeconomic Development in Haiti

	Haiti
	CP/CG-1747/08

CP/CG-1747/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1747/08 rev.2


	12 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	

	Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter

	Canada
	CP/CG-1749/08

CP/CG-1749/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1749/08 rev.2


	19 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	

	Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices
	Colombia
	CP/CG-1750/08

CP/CG-1750/08 rev.1

CP/CG-1750/08 rev.2


	19 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	

	Support for the Inter-American Commission of Women
	Antigua y Barbuda
	CP/doc.4304/08

CP/doc.4304/08 rev. 1


	12 May 2008
	16 May 2008
	

	80th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Inter-American Committee on Women
	Antigua y Barbuda
	CP/doc.4307/08
	
	PENDING
	On May 2008, the Delegation of Antigua and Barbuda requested that this proposal be considered by the Permanent Council.

	Establishment of the Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Human Rights System


	Colombia
	CP/doc.4311/08

CP/doc.4311/08 rev. 1

CP/doc.4311/08 rev. 2


	19 May 2008
	21 May 2008
	

	Convocation of the Second Conference of States Parties of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”
	Venezuela
	CP/doc.4312/08

CP/doc.4312/08 rev. 1
	15 May 2008
	16 May 2008
	This draft resolution deals with a decision adopted by the Permanent Council. It does not require an action by the General Assembly.
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�.	Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-seventh Regular Session (approved by the Permanent Council on July 12, 2007), document CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2.


�.	Assignment of mandates approved by the Permanent Council on July 12, 2007, document CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2.


�.	This calendar is subject to change as other meetings are scheduled for follow-up on topics included in the Committee’s work plan and for addressing other matters that may be assigned to the Committee for consideration, in keeping with Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. 





