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DRAFT RESOLUTION
FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, ‘CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ’

(Approved at the meeting held on May 6, 2009)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2371 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (MESECVI), which take note of the Permanent Council report on the implementation of the aforementioned follow-up mechanism; 

CONSIDERING:

That the Convention of Belém do Pará, adopted in 2004, is the only binding international legal instrument specifically addressing gender-based violence, and whereby the states parties undertook to implement national and regional policies, laws, and programs of action to eradicate violence against women; 

That to date, thirty two member states have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará;


That despite efforts undertaken by the countries of the region, violence against women remains an area of special concern and a scourge that demands ongoing action to combat and punish it; 


That the Statute of the Follow-up Mechanism on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) has been in effect since 2004 as a means of analyzing progress and trends in meeting the objectives of the Convention and to facilitate cooperation among the states parties and with the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) as a whole;


That MESECVI concluded the evaluation phase of its First Multilateral Round in July 2008, with the Conference of states parties adopting the country reports and its first Hemispheric Report, which provide an important indication of the progress achieved by governments in implementing the Convention of Belém do Pará in Latin America and the Caribbean, which is a clear expression of the member states’ interest and support for a real tool to be created to move forward in punishing and eradicating gender-based violence in the Hemisphere;

That MESECVI is currently at the stage of following up on recommendations made by the Committee of Experts (CEVI) to the states parties in the Hemispheric Report, and that this phase is expected to be concluded in mid-2009 and will facilitate more effective implementation of the Convention of  Belém do Pará;

That the Secretariat for the bodies of the MESECVI is the OAS General Secretariat, through the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), with advisory services provided by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and other areas of the General Secretariat, when necessary;

That the global economic crisis has affected the valuable financial contributions made by the Government of Mexico to the MESECVI, and that therefore the human and financial resources of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI are not sufficient to ensure it a stable, full, and effective operation;

RECALLING

That, to date, 29 of the 32 states parties have appointed experts and 28 have named competent national authorities:

That, during the evaluation round of the First Round of Multilateral Evaluation, which began in November of 2005, through their competent national authorities 28 states parties have replied to the evaluation questionnaire drawn up by the CEVI, which speak to the governments’ interest and broad participation in the Mechanism;

That in late August 2008 the Secretariat sent to the permanent missions to the OAS and to the Competent National Authorities the document containing indicators on follow-up to the recommendations of the CEVI, to which 14 countries replied;

That financial contributions to date have not brought about a process for the MESECVI to be able to provide technical support to governments that need and have requested it; 

NOTING WITH CONCERN:


That, to date, Mexico is the only contributor to the specific funds of the OAS intended for financing the MESECVI; 

That in order to properly address the MESECVI follow-up, the increase in work assigned to the Secretariat requires trained, specialized permanent staff to perform the functions on a full-time basis; and 

That, in some cases, there are delays in appointing and/or replacing experts and/or alternate experts and/or national competent authorities, or that governments have not made any provisions for resources to facilitate their participation in CEVI meetings, all of which hinder and sometimes prevent the Mechanism and its Rounds of Evaluation from being fully operational, 

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Permanent Council report on the activities undertaken by the Follow-Up Mechanism on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI).

2. To endorse the decisions, conclusions, and agreements arising from the second conference of states parties of the MESECVI, with particular emphasis on the commitments undertaken to promote the Mechanism and to implement the recommendations of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) and the hemispheric report.

3. To welcome the conclusion of the first phase of the MESECVI multilateral evaluations, as well as its belief that this exercise will significantly contribute to the attainment of the goals set forth in the Convention.

4. To congratulate to the states parties for their efforts to fulfill the objectives of the Convention, and to again urge those states that have not yet done so to appoint their respective expert and/or competent national authority, so as to ensure the full implementation and success of the MESECVI.

5. To thank the Government of Mexico for its continued contribution to the Mechanism, and to invite all the states parties and states that are not party to the Convention, as well as permanent observers, international financial institutions, and public, civil society, and private sector entities to contribute to the specific fund set up by the Organization of the American States to finance the operation of the MESECVI.

6. To reiterate its appreciation to the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for its support to the states parties in the process of implementing the MESECVI, and to express appreciation for the invaluable role of the Mechanism’s Technical Secretariat in helping to meet the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará.

7. To urge the states parties of the Convention and all states members of the OAS to strengthen the MESECVI and to bolster hemispheric cooperation to combat violence against women, including through the participation of experts in CEVI meetings.

8. To urge to the states parties of the Convention to provide the MESECVI with economic support or human resources for it to meet its work schedule and to ensure the optimal operation of this Mechanism.

9. To request the Secretary General to allocate the necessary human, technical, and financial resources, according to available funding and by agreement with the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), so that the CIM can continue supporting the implementation of the MESECVI.

10. To request the Secretary General to consider the possibility of convening a donors’ meeting to secure the resources needed for the operation of the MESECVI.

11. To thank the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for hosting the Second Conference of States Parties of the Convention of Belém do Pará, held in Caracas from 
July 9-10, 2008.

12. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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