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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

DRAFT RESOLUTION
TELECOMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT

IN THE REGION TO REDUCE THE DIGITAL DIVIDE
(Approved at the meeting held on April 29, 2009)
The GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEING document AG/doc.4382/09 “Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)”;

CONSIDERING that CITEL should remain an intergovernmental steering organization where member states and associate members work together to promote the growth and sustainable development of telecommunication and information networks and to facilitate universal access so that everyone everywhere can participate in the Global Information Economy and Global Information Society and take advantage of their benefits;

RECALLING:


The commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas with regard to strengthening strategies to support the development and continuous updating of a regional telecommunication infrastructure plan and the effort to bridge the digital divide through ongoing implementation of the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and the Action Plan of Quito;

That the Declaration of Santo Domingo: “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society” requests that “the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS) continue to support the incorporation of information and communication technologies (ICTs) into national development plans;”

BEARING IN MIND that CITEL will hold the Fifth Regular Meeting of its Assembly in the first quarter of 2010 in Mexico; and

RECOGNIZING:

That CITEL carried out the following activities during 2008:

a. Different recommendations were adopted on standards coordination to ensure the interoperability and timely introduction of advanced technologies; harmonization of radio spectrum and the operation of radiocommunication services, including broadcasting; the development and implementation of cutting-edge technologies, and economic aspects to promote the development of telecommunication services and networks; 
b. Different professional telecommunication refresher courses were offered with materials prepared by accredited training centers of the region, in coordination with the Center of Excellence for the Americas Region of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU);
c. Coordination and harmonization of regional perspectives prior to world telecommunication forums through the development of common positions and inter-American proposals; and

d. Various seminars and workshops were organized on matters of priority to the countries,

RESOLVES:

1.
To reiterate and strengthen the priority mandate of CITEL to address the ongoing evolution of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and to reduce the divide separating developed and developing countries in the area of telecommunications. 

2.
To instruct the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council to allocate the resources necessary to hold the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL in 2010.

3.
To request the Secretary General to use his good offices with the member state governments to ensure participation by the highest-level governmental telecommunication authorities in the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL.

4.
To instruct the OAS General Secretariat to support, through CITEL, member state efforts to:

a. Support programs for the implementation of telecenters, the provision of applications useful to activities carried out in the area, and guidance and education to citizens in the use of these applications.
b. Implement to the extent possible the guidelines and requirements established by CITEL related to the use and sharing of the radio spectrum, with the aim of achieving harmonization of spectrum use.
c. Update national policies and legislation and promote the exchange of experiences, bearing in mind that the network and service convergence process is creating a new landscape, for which appropriate legislative conditions must be developed.
d. Step up efforts to have in place preparedness plans to effectively address emergencies caused by natural disasters, to which all countries of the region are vulnerable.
e. Promote the dissemination and application of the recommendations of CITEL, among other players, so that they can contribute to the implementation thereof; 
f. Step up the preparations for and follow-up to high-level international telecommunication meetings, especially the preparation of inter-American proposals (IAPs) therefore;
g. Promote the use of information and communication technologies and, especially, the availability of broadband infrastructure; and
h. Intensify cooperation between developed and developing countries, and among developing countries, with a view to facilitating access to telecommunication infrastructure, especially in rural areas.
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