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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish
NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA PRESENTING NEW PARAGRAPHS FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE DRAFT RESOLUTION “PROMOTION AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY: FOLLOW-UP

TO THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER”

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA

TO THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States is pleased to address the Chair of the Permanent Council of the OAS and to attach hereto new paragraphs for the draft resolution “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” presented by the Permanent Missions of Canada, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, and Peru.

In that regard, this Permanent Mission respectfully requests that these paragraphs be translated and circulated among the other delegations accredited to the Organization.

The Permanent Mission of Venezuela avails itself of the opportunity to express to the Chair of the Permanent Council of the OAS the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington D. C., May 11, 2009.

General Committee
Secretariat of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPHS
· RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[t]he promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere.”
· BEARING IN MIND that the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights express the values and principles of liberty, equality, and social justice, which are inherent to democracy.
· RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy.”
· REAFFIRMING that democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed will of the people to determine their own political, economic, social, and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their life and that, even if democracies share common characteristics, there is no single democracy model;
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