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INTER-AMERICAN YEAR OF WOMEN 
[AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07)]

(Document prepared by the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women as background for the Working Group to Prepare the Program of Activities for the Inter-American Year of Women)

The OAS 2007 General Assembly resolved:

“To proclaim 2010 the Inter-American Year of Women;

“To request the Permanent Council to form a working group to prepare a program of activities for the Inter-American Year of Women that provides for participation by officials of governments, parliaments, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector, and identifies sources of funding for those activities.”

There is a rough list of activities in this area that governments, academia, the private sector, and civil society in the OAS member states could carry out.

I.
Governments could:


1.
In each of the member states, proclaim the “Inter-American Year of Women” [AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07)



Conduct activities to launch the Inter-American Year of Women. For this purpose create emblems, posters, logos and/or commemorative posters or murals through painting and photography competitions to encourage the participation of  children and young people.


2.
Use protocolary activities/slots or festivities to commemorate the Inter-American Year of Women. (E.g., Day of the Americas, Children’s Day or Farmers’ Day)


3.
Disseminate oral and writing international conventions and national legislation promoting women’s rights and gender equality and seeking to eradicate all forms of violence against women.


4.
Conduct discussion forums and/or workshops at different levels and in different branches of government with a view to analyzing possible amendments to discriminatory legislation or laws based on stereotypes of men’s and women’s roles in society

.

5. Issue commemorative postal stamps.

6. Establish a topic related to promotion of women’s rights that the activities could revolve around.
7. Hold activities to disseminate:

· the fact that the CIM was the first intergovernmental body established expressly to ensure recognition of women’s civil and political rights and that it has been a major hemispheric forum for generating public policies promoting women’s rights and gender equality. The CIM also fostered important inter-American conventions to ensure full access to the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of women, including the only international convention for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women.

· The functions and achievements of National Mechanisms for the Advancement of Women in promoting gender equality and eradicating violence against women.

· The contents and significance of the Convention of Belém do Pará and the importance of its Follow-up Mechanism for combating violence against women, by publishing versions of the Convention especially designed for children, youth, or indigenous populations.

· Discussion forums and training workshops for legal operatives and other officials on such topics as resources and best practices for preventing impunity in cases of violence against women and facilitating access to justice.

8. Publicize the activities being carried out during the Inter-American Year of Women through:

· Newsletters, press releases, and publications.

· Creating a website that publicizes progress with the advancement of women and activities commemorating the Inter-American Year of the Women.


9.
Issue publications regarding progress made in the country and ongoing challenges for women’s rights and gender mainstreaming in public policies.


10.
Use the spots provided by magazines and periodicals produced by the government, academia, and lawyers’ associations to encourage the inclusion of material on gender and the elimination of stereotypes.

11.
Organize film festivals: movies and documentaries that deal with women’s fight to obtain recognition of their rights.


12.
Promote art exhibits and support activities and concerts, the proceeds from which may be used to benefit civil society programs on violence against women.


13.
Pay tribute to and recognition of women who represent milestones in the advancement of women’s rights and/or women and civil society organizations that pioneered the advancement of women’s rights or are making or have already made a major contribution to the protection and consolidation of those rights.


14.
Designate one day a month during 2010 year for primary and secondary schools to engage in activities celebrating the Inter-American Year of Women and disseminate information on women’s rights and on the need to combat gender-related violence.


15.
Hold workshops or other activities of interest to young people, such as female leadership in politics and business.

16. Include lectures and symposiums on gender and human rights issues in university programs and Masters and doctoral courses.

II.
Academic circles and institutions

1. Disseminate information on successful experiences with regard to women’s human rights and contributions to politics and social development through:

· Forums, interactive discussion, dialogue and/or round tables to discuss the challenges and actions needed to attain full observance of women’s human rights and gender equality and compliance with international conventions on women’s rights.

· Seminars, round tables, workshops and/or meetings designed to focus on the importance of including a gender perspective in all national plans and programs and at all levels of government, as well as in academic and business activities, and on the importance of ensuring the sustainability of the mechanisms aimed at preventing, punishing, and eradicating violence against women and putting a stop to work-place and sexual harassment.

· Training for potential women leaders on strategies and tools for enhancing and facilitating their entry into political scenarios at the local, municipal, or national level.
· Courses and conferences on women’s contributions to democracy and good governance.

· Workshops to disseminate the subject of violence against women, the contents and significance of the Convention of Belém do Pará and its Follow-up Mechanism, as well as other international conventions on women’s human rights.

· Specialized seminars to identify the jurisprudence those Conventions have given rise to at the national and inter-American levels.

· Dialogue with the participation of government, academics, students, and civil society, on gender and human rights-related matters.
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