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The Permanent Mission of the Argentina Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat – Chair of the General Committee of the Permanent Council – and has the honor to attach hereto the following draft resolution for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, under the new item “Commemoration of the anniversaries of the creation of the IACHR and of the signing of the American Convention on Human Rights”:
50th Anniversary of the Creation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, 40th Anniversary of the Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights, and 30th Anniversary of the Installation of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
The Permanent Mission of the Argentina Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to reiterate to the General Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington D.C., April 15, 2009

Appendices: as indicated
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREATION OF THE 

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, 40th ANNIVERSARY

OF THE ADOPTION OF THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, 

AND 30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE INSTALLATION OF THE 

INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
PP1 CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States proclaims as one of the principles of the Organization the fundamental rights of the individual;
PP2 RECALLING that, in the 1959 Declaration of Santiago, Chile, adopted at their Fifth Meeting of Consultation, the Ministers of Foreign Ministers of the Americas created the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and recognized a need for the adoption of an inter-American juridical instrument to ensure the international protection of human rights in the Hemisphere;

PP3 RECALLING ESPECIALLY the adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights at the Inter-American Specialized Conference on Human Rights (San José, Costa Rica, 1969);

PP4 AWARE that that Convention constitutes the principal hemispheric legal instrument for the protection of fundamental rights and that it establishes the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights as essential pillars of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights;

PP5 CONSIDERING that in a resolution adopted at the third plenary session of the seventh special session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, held in Washington, D.C. (AG/RES. 1073/79), the first judges were elected of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, which was had been effectively established in San José, Costa Rica on September 3, 1979;

PP6 EMPHASIZING that this year marks the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights, and the 30th anniversary of the effective installation of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and
PP7 RECOGNIZING that the tireless efforts of the organs for the promotion and protection of human rights in the Americas have made a decisive contribution to the consolidation of effective democratic institutions and the effective enjoyment of human rights, and continue to do so today, 
RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the importance of the American Convention on Human Rights as one of the fundamental instruments of the inter-American human rights system and to urge all States Parties thereto to continue to adopt such measures as may be necessary for full discharge of the obligations to respect and guarantee the rights enshrined therein.
2. To invite all member states of the Organization of American States that have not yet done so to accede to the American Convention on Human Rights and to recognize the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights over all cases regarding its application or interpretation.
3. To recognize the important functions fulfilled by both the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the discharge of their respective mandates to promote and protect human rights in the Americas.

4. To urge all member states of the Organization of American States to implement effectively the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and, if applicable, to duly implement the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
5. To invite the governments, the General Secretariat, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, and the other organs, agencies, and entities of Organization of American States, within the scope of their respective mandates, and civil society organizations specialized in this area to disseminate the Convention widely, together with the other inter-American and international human rights instruments.

6. To hold a special meeting of the Permanent Council to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights, and the 30th anniversary of the installation of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

7. To encourage the states and civil society organizations specialized in this area to carry out activities at the national and regional levels in commemoration of the anniversaries indicated in operative paragraph 6 hereof and to report thereon to the OAS General Secretariat.

8. To request the OAS General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council on the programs and activities carried out in implementation of this resolution.
9. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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