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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish
NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA FORWARDING A FOOTNOTE TO BE INSERTED INTO THE DRAFT RESOLUTION “COMMEMORATION OF THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND INSTALLATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS”

Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
to the 
Organization of American States
II.2.E8.D-OEA.10-345
The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Chair of the OAS Permanent Council and has the honor to forward the attached footnote, to be inserted into the draft resolution “Commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Establishment and Installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Fortieth Anniversary of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and Thirtieth Anniversary of the Inter-American Court Of Human Rights” submitted by the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Mexico.
In that regard, the Permanent Mission hereby requests that said footnote be kindly translated and circulated to the other delegations accredited to the Organization.
The Permanent Mission of Venezuela avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Chair of the OAS Permanent Council the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., May 18 2009
The General Committee
Secretariat of the Permanent Council
Organization of American Stats 
“The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela guarantees all persons the right to enjoy and exercise the inalienable, indivisible, and interdependent human rights, in accordance with the principle of progressivity, and without any discrimination.  The respect, protection, and guarantee of these rights are a priority for the Venezuelan state. 

The Bolivarian Government of Venezuela accords the human rights of all individuals and communities pride of place, as human beings are our core concern.

Accordingly, the Venezuelan state makes every effort on a day-to-day basis to ensure that human rights are absolutely respected within its borders, in accordance with its constitutional mandate and the popular will.
The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is refraining from approving this resolution because it deems the inter-American human rights system, especially the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), to have abandoned its role as a human rights protection agency to become a political tool for local and international interests that, for ideological reasons, are set against progressive governments of the region.
We also believe that the system, in particular the IACHR, has lost credibility to deal with the issue of human rights, after it recognized the de facto government that had been installed in Venezuela in the wake of the events of April 2002.
The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela believes that inaccurate, malicious, and false nature of statements, recommendations, and decisions by the IACHR deal a severe blow to the democratic stability of states.

The statements issued by the IACHR are not based on an objective and transparent methodology, as they make generic references to unidentified sources and are overly reliant on newspaper sources that do not always serve the interest of truth, if we consider the politicized and biased posture of some print media and radio and television stations against the legitimate government of Venezuela, in addition to certain Venezuelan and foreign NGOs that took part in the coup of April 2002 and in the business and oil shut-down of December 2003. 

Venezuela has sufficient grounds to state that the IACHR has abandoned its role as an impartial international body responsible for ensuring respect for human rights in the region to become a political tool of local and international interests intent on delegitimizing the Bolivarian socialist revolution led by President Hugo Chávez Frías.
The Venezuelan State has lost any hope that the Commission can ever again exercise good judgment and demonstrate its commitment to human rights, and stop pursuing actions that undermine its role and objectives.
In this context, it is worth recalling how the former United Nations Commission on Human Rights lost all credibility once it was established as a forum that served for airing political differences between states, forsaking individuals and communities that once placed their hope in that body.
The Venezuelan government again calls on the IACHR to establish a balance between its pretensions and its real competence, in the interest of acting in a transparent and objective manner. 

For the foregoing reasons and in view of the violation of the rules of the system, both substantive and procedural; the threat to the credibility, effectiveness, and efficiency of the system; and the negligent conduct of the Commission, the Bolivarian Government of Venezuela abstains from and disapproves of the entire contents of this resolution.”
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