PAGE  
- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CG-1836/10 rev. 3


21 May 2010


GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish
______________________________________________________________________________________

DRAFT RESOLUTION

COORDINATION OF VOLUNTARY ENLISTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE FOR
DISASTER RESPONSE AND THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER AND POVERTY – 
WHITE HELMETS INITIATIVE 

(Approved at the meeting held on May 21, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Report of the General Secretariat on the White Helmets Initiative and resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2165 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), and declarations AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/DEC. 55 (XXXVII-O/07);

TAKING NOTE of the report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (CP/CSH-926/07); the report on the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (CP/doc.4290/08); the Permanent Council report (CP/INF.5758/08) and the report of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CP/CSH-1039/08), as well as the conclusions and recommendations of the Disaster Aid and Management Workshop, held on February 10, 2009 at OAS headquarters;
RECALLING that the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the First Summit of the Americas, held in Miami in 1994, pledged to create, organize, and finance White Helmets voluntary corps to work at the national level while at the same time being at the disposal of other countries of the Hemisphere and that, during the Fourth Summit, held in Mar del Plata in 2005, they expressed their concern over the increasing intensity of disasters and the impact on human life, infrastructure, and the economy and called for a strengthening of disaster management programs, reaffirming their commitment to combating poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion;

RECOGNIZING the efforts made under the White Helmets Initiative in the pursuit of these objectives and that they were consistent with the principles of the Charter of the Organization of American States, preserving the non-political, neutral, and impartial nature of humanitarian aid;

REAFFIRMING the need to expand and improve networks and mechanisms for cooperation and mutual assistance among member states and subregional, regional, and international organizations, as well as the importance of the involvement of the community and its organizations in the diagnosis of its problems and preparing the tools for prevention and response actions;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the projects promoted by the White Helmets Initiative helped to strengthen the regional humanitarian volunteer corps network and to establish partnerships and enhance cooperation with international and regional organizations such as the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), the General Secretariat of the Ibero-American Summit (SEGIB), and the Association of Caribbean States (ACS);
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO the advisability of fostering coordination and the exchange of experiences in subregional initiatives to establish emergency volunteer corps networks; 
UNDERSCORING the concern of member states regarding the magnitude, frequency, and consequences of natural and man-made disasters, which demonstrate the need to prevent their impact and for rapid and coordinated humanitarian response, with a focus on development and the role White Helmets played in forming the Joint Working Group of OAS member states to discuss the existing regulatory and coordination mechanisms in the area of natural disasters and humanitarian assistance, established by resolution AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09); as well as in the process that led to the creation of the “MERCOSUR Specialized Meeting on Socio-Natural Disaster Reduction, Civil Defense, Civil Protection, and Humanitarian Assistance (REHU)” as a forum for ongoing consultation and cooperation to strengthen and deepen the process of subregional coordination, joining the efforts being carried out by the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), the Coordination Center for the Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC), and the Andean Committee for Disaster Prevention and Relief (CAPRADE);

OBSERVING that the White Helmets Initiative is an effective mechanism that fosters local community partnership in the planning, training, mobilization, and immediate disaster response efforts through the organization of affected communities and the training of local volunteer corps, which was recognized in 2009 by the United Nations General Assembly, through the adoption of resolution 64/75; and 

BEARING IN MIND the assistance provided by the White Helmets Initiative and by other actors in the international community, to Cuba and Haiti in the aftermath of Hurricanes Gustave, Hanna, and Ike during the latter half of 2008, and to Honduras and Guatemala as a result of floods and landslides during the same period of 2009, and the assistance also provided to El Salvador because of the damage caused by Hurricane Ida, to Guatemala as a result of the food crisis, and in the wake of the fires in Saint Lucia and the epidemic outbreaks in Bolivia and Honduras; as well as their supportive presence and that of the international community in Haiti and Chile after the earthquakes that affected those countries in January and February 2010,

RESOLVES: 
1. To reiterate its support for the White Helmets Initiative as an invaluable mechanism in the Hemisphere for disaster prevention, mitigation, and response and the fight against hunger and poverty, instructing the General Secretariat to continue coordinating efforts between the White Helmets Initiative and competent OAS bodies and mechanisms, promoting as well the establishment of working alliances and agreements between other agencies and institutions of the region and the White Helmets Initiative.

2. To encourage the White Helmets Initiative, meanwhile, to continue to foster regional humanitarian cooperation and to share its experiences and best practices in disaster response and preparedness.

3. To reiterate the importance of promoting coordination of subregional emergency volunteer corps initiatives and of strengthening national volunteer corps to enhance the regional humanitarian volunteer corps network, inviting member states interested in doing so to designate focal points for the White Helmets Initiative.

4. To invite member states, should they see fit, to contribute to the OAS Special Fund-White Helmets, recalling that the Fund facilitated the holding of national and international seminars, training workshops, the development of local capacity-building projects, and humanitarian assistance missions in Latin America and the Caribbean in recent years.

5. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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