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A. OFFICERS

In compliance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the General Committee was installed at a meeting held on July 15, 2009.  Comprising one representative from each member state, it was chaired by the Chair and Vice Chair of the Permanent Council in accordance with the terms of Article 15 of those same Rules of Procedure. 

The Committee began its work on September 29, 2009, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Pedro Oyarce Yuraszeck, Permanent Representative of Chile to the Organization of American States (OAS), with Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS, serving as vice chair.  During the period January-March Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, and Ambassador Gillian Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada served as Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee. 
From April to June 2010, the General Committee was chaired by Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS, with Ambassador Francisco Proaño, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, serving as Vice Chair.  At the Chair’s request, the Vice Chair presided over all the meetings held during this period.

B. DISTRIBUTION OF TOPICS

Pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure and in accordance with the functions set forth in Article 16 thereof, on July 15, 2010 the Permanent Council agreed that the General Committee would be responsible for considering the mandates contained in thirteen resolutions approved at the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly and seven annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (CP/doc.4422/09 rev. 2 corr. 1).

C. WORKING MEETINGS

During this reporting period, the Committee held nine meetings where it received 16 reports and considered 20 draft resolutions.  Of these, three were referred to other permanent committees for consideration and two were withdrawn by the delegations that had proposed them.  In all, 15 draft resolutions were approved and are attached to this report.  The following is an account of the activities conducted and measures taken at each meeting.
At its first meeting, held on September 29, 2009, the General Committee installed the Working Group to Prepare the Program of Activities for Inter-American Year of Women. Pamela Albornoz, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, was elected to chair the Working Group.

At the meeting held on February 18, 2010, the General Committee considered and adopted its Work Plan for 2010 (CP/CG-1809/10 rev. 1).  It also listened to and took note of the presentations of the following reports:  “Report of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Program of Activities for the Inter-American Year of Women” (CG/GT/PAIM-13/10 rev. 3), and the “Report on Consumer Protection” presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2494 (XXXIX-O/09) by the Department of Special Legal Programs of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.

At the meeting of March 15, the General Committee received the annual reports of the Administrative Tribunal, the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), and the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH).  It also received the Report from the Secretary General on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2441 (XXXIX-O/09) “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (CP/CG-1813/10); the Report on the Mechanism for Follow-Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women “Convention of Belém do Pará,” in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2451 (XXXIX-O/09) (CP/CG-1812/10), and the Report of the Secretary General on the implementation of the “Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA),” in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2454 (XXXIX-O/09) (CP/CG-1816/10).

At the meeting held on March 26, the General Committee received the annual reports of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).  It also received the reports that Mrs. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director of the IIN, presented on the XX Pan American Child Congress; the resolutions approved at the 84th Regular Meeting of the IIN Directing Council; the Prevention and Eradication of the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and Adolescents, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09); and the Final Report of the 83rd Regular Meeting of the IIN’s Directing Council.  The General Committee also received the Report of the Secretary General on OAS Cooperation with the African Union, prepared pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2489 (XXXIX-O/09) and presented by Ms. Irene Klinger, Director of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, and the Report of the Permanent Council on “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere” and its draft resolution, presented by the delegation of Mexico, CP/CG-1822/10 rev. 1 and CP/CG-1821/10 rev. 1, respectively.

At the meeting held on April 22, the General Committee received the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) and its draft resolutions.  Also presented at that same meeting were the report on the activities of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the Secretariat for Political Affairs and on the Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies, prepared pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2528 (XXXIX-O/09).  Both reports were presented by Pablo Gutiérrez, Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation.  The Committee then continued its consideration of the Report and draft resolution on “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” presented at the previous meeting.  The Committee also undertook its discussion of the draft resolution presented by the delegation of Uruguay on the “Prevention and Eradication of the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and Adolescents” (CP/CG-1826/10).

The meeting held on May 7 was devoted entirely to examination of the following draft resolutions :“Contributing to the Reconstruction Process in Haiti in the Wake of the January 12, 2010, Massive Earthquake,” presented by the delegation of Haiti and co-sponsored by the delegations of the Dominican Republic, Peru, Chile, Canada, Guatemala, Antigua and Barbuda, Ecuador, the United States, Nicaragua, Colombia, Uruguay, Paraguay, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago (CP/CG-1835/10 rev. 2); “Promotion by the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) of Cooperation for the Development and Dissemination of Information and Communication Technologies in the Americas” (CP/CG-1841/10); “Modifications to the CITEL Statute and Regulations” (CP/CG-1842/10); and “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’,” presented by the delegations of Mexico and Chile and co-sponsored by the delegation of Costa Rica (CP/CG-1823/10 rev. 1).  These four draft resolutions were approved.  The following draft resolutions were then introduced:  “Prevention and Eradication of the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and Adolescents,” presented at the previous meeting by the delegation of Uruguay and co-sponsored by the delegations of Chile, Peru, and Canada (CP/CG-1826/10 rev. 1); “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” presented by the delegation of Canada and co-authored by the delegations of Belize, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, and Peru and co-sponsored by Guatemala and Dominican Republic (CP/CG-1833/10 corr. 1); “Consumer Protection – Network for Consumer Safety and Health,” presented by the delegation of Brazil and co-sponsored by the delegation of Peru (CP/CG-1827/10); “Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent,” presented by the delegation of Colombia and co-sponsored by the delegations of Barbados and the United States (CP/CG-1828/10); “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere,” presented by the delegation of Canada and co-sponsored by Uruguay and Peru (CP/CG-1832/10 corr. 1); “Coordination of Voluntary Enlistment in the Hemisphere for Disaster Response and the Fight Against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative,” presented by the delegation of the Argentine Republic and co-sponsored by Paraguay, Bolivia and Uruguay (CP/CG-1836/10).  Consideration of these draft resolutions was postponed for an upcoming meeting. The following draft resolutions were also introduced at the May 7 meeting: “Hemispheric Cooperation to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Kidnapping and to Provide Assistance to Victims,” presented by the delegation of Colombia (CP/CG-1830/10) and referred to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for consideration; “Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas,” presented by the delegation of Colombia (CP/CG-1840/10) and referred to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) for consideration, and the draft resolution on the “First World People’s Conference on Climate Change and Mother Earth Rights,” presented by the delegation of Bolivia (CP/CG-1829/10) and then withdrawn by that delegation.

The meeting the General Committee held on May 12 was also entirely devoted to nine draft resolutions, specifically:  “Prevention and Eradication of the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and Adolescents” (CP/CG-1826/10 rev. 3) and “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1832/10 rev. 4), both of which were approved; “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1833/10 rev. 1); “Consumer Protection – Network for Consumer Safety and Health” (CP/CG-1827/10); “Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent” (CP/CG-1828/10 rev. 1); “Coordination of Voluntary Enlistment in the Hemisphere for Disaster Response and the Fight Against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative” (CP/CG-1836/10 rev. 1); “Towards the Establishment of Priorities on Youth of the Americas,” presented by the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda and co-sponsored by Paraguay (CP/CG-1831/10 rev. 1); “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women,” presented by the delegation of the United States (CP/CG-1843/10); and “Promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality,” also presented by the delegation of the United States (CP/CG-1844/10) .  Their consideration was postponed until the Committee’s next meeting.

As with the two previous meetings, the General Committee’s May 17 meeting was devoted exclusively to consideration of draft resolutions.  There, it negotiated the language of the following draft resolutions:  “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (CP/CG-1843/10 rev. 1) and “Promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality” (CP/CG-1844/10 rev. 1), both of which were approved.  The following draft resolutions were postponed for an upcoming meeting: “Towards the Establishment of Priorities on the Youth of the Americas” (CP/CG-1831/10 rev. 1); “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1833/10 rev.1); “Consumer Protection – Network for Consumer Safety and Health” (CP/CG-1827/10); “Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent,” (CP/CG-1828/10 rev. 1) and “Coordination of Voluntary Enlistment in the Hemisphere for Disaster Response and the Fight Against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative” (CP/CG-1836/10 rev. 1).

The following draft resolutions were negotiated at the meeting of May 21: “Consumer Protection: Network for Consumer Safety and Health” (CP/CG-1827/10 rev. 2); “Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent” (CP/CG-1828/10 rev. 3); “Coordination of Voluntary Enlistment in the Hemisphere for Natural Disaster Response and the Fight Against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative” (CP/CG-1836/10 rev. 3); “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1833/10 rev. 3 corr. 1); “Towards the Establishment of Priorities on the Youth of the Americas” (CP/CG-1831/10 rev. 3) and “Human rights and older persons” presented by Argentina and co-sponsored by Peru, Costa Rica, and Chile (CP/CG-1848/10 rev. 1).  All these draft resolutions were approved.

D. ANNUAL REPORTS

The General Committee received the annual reports of seven organs, agencies and entities of the Organization.

By way of general observations and recommendations, the General Committee underscored the fact that all annual reports are to be presented by the statutory deadline and acknowledged the work that the organs, agencies and entities of the Organization have performed to promote the principles and objectives of both the Organization and of the inter-American system.  It also urged them to include a section on the measurable results obtained, in keeping with previous General Assembly reports, and to approve their respective reports by the procedures prescribed in each case and at least 120 days prior to the opening of the General Assembly’s regular session.

The following are the General Committee’s observations and recommendations on each of the seven reports presented:

· Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) – The Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4472/10) was presented by its President, Judge Andre Surena, at the meeting held on March 15, 2010.

In his presentation, he pointed out that one of the main activities described in the report is a set of proposed draft amendments to the Tribunal’s Statute, which he noted had been approved by the Administrative Tribunal during its fifty-seventh regular session. He indicated that the proposed amendments were the end product of a mandate that originated in 2005, during the fifty-third regular session of the Tribunal, in which the judges had identified the need to amend the Tribunal’s Statute and Rules of Procedure.

When the General Committee turned its attention to the draft resolution (CP/CG-1814/10) that TRIBAD submitted together with its Annual Report, the delegations of the United States and Mexico requested that, given the budgetary implications of the draft resolution, it be referred to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).

The General Committee resolved to bring the annual report to the attention of the Permanent Council; to recommend that the General Assembly include the item “Amendment of the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS” on the agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, and to refer the Draft Statute to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) to review possible budgetary implications.
· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) – The annual report of the CIM (CP/doc.4476/10) was presented by Dr. Wanda K. Jones, President of the CIM, at the meeting held on March 15, 2010.

Dr. Jones indicated that this report covers the activities carried out during 2009 and points out the areas of opportunity and challenges faced by the CIM during the year.  She made reference to changes in CIM leadership, including its President, Vice President, and Executive Secretary, and pointed out the work of each of its members.  She also highlighted that the CIM had received unprecedented support from the Secretary General, which had served to strengthen the CIM and its work, both within the OAS and in the region, noting that for the first time the CIM had been included within the Cabinet of the Secretary General and therefore participates in strategic discussions regarding planning and policy formulation.  The CIM has become a member of the OAS Project Evaluation Committee, which guarantees that the gender perspective is an integral part of the Organization’s technical work. 

Dr. Jones continued her presentation by pointing out that the CIM was part of the OAS Haiti Task Force and was lending its support for gender issues and for the participation of women in the planning and implementation of the Task Force response and recovery efforts. 

Dr. Jones stressed the urgent need to harmonize the work of the CIM with the pillars of the OAS (Democracy and Governance, Human Rights, Multidimensional Security, and Integral Development), with a view to responding effectively to new and emerging issues, creating synergies, and avoiding duplication of efforts with other organizations in the region, as reflected in the Biennial Work Plan 2008-2010.  Dr. Jones articulated the CIM’s commitment to increasing its scope to include civil society as a key actor in this work, as well as academia, the private sector, and partner organizations.  She indicated that one such partnership includes the work under way with the United Nations Secretary-General in the “UNiTE to End Violence against Women” campaign.

The Argentine delegation mentioned the efforts of the Working Group to Prepare the Program of Activities for the Inter-American Year of Women, and gave its full support for the recommendations contained in the CIM Annual Report.  The delegation said it was especially grateful to the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General for their political support of the CIM.

The Mexican delegation commended the CIM for its hard work and indicated it would continue to support the CIM’s efforts.  It also noted the political support provided by both the OAS Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General.

The Brazilian delegation reiterated its commitment to continue working to strengthen gender mainstreaming at the OAS.

The Chilean delegation saluted the CIM for its clear commitment and the work it has accomplished and urged that it continue to be strengthened.

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis commended the CIM for its work in the Caribbean and expressed its unqualified support for it.

The delegation of the United States underscored the similarity between the agenda of the CIM and that of its own government.

The delegation of El Salvador took note of the report presented and indicated that the CIM was clearly positioning itself as the hemispheric political forum for gender equality and the empowerment of women.  It further emphasized the support provided by the CIM to women’s leadership and political participation, an essential component of governance, and the integration of a gender focus as a necessary condition for sustainable development.
The delegation of Canada commended the work done by the CIM which, it said, was well documented in the report that the CIM had presented.

The Bolivian delegation made reference to the political repositioning of the CIM within the inter-American landscape.

The delegation of Barbados described the CIM as the shining star in the OAS and extended the delegation’s best wishes for the President’s and the Executive Secretary’s continued success.

The Peruvian delegation again expressed its support for the CIM’s activities.

The Chair congratulated the CIM for the work carried out to promote women’s rights in the Hemisphere, which was well-reflected in its annual report, and particularly for its assistance in gender mainstreaming within the General Secretariat and for the progress made toward implementation of the PIA.

The Committee decided to take note of the reports presented and of the delegations’ observations and comments, and to forward them to the Permanent Council, which would in turn present them to the General Assembly at its upcoming regular session. 

Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) – The Annual Report of the PAIGH (CP/doc.4475/10) was introduced by its Secretary General, Mr. Santiago Borrero Mutis, at the meeting the General Committee held on March 15, 2010.

Mr. Borrero Mutis pointed out, inter alia, that the Pan American Agenda of the PAIGH for the period 2010-2020, established at its last meeting, served to strengthen the Institute’s position as a Pan American regional forum for the advancement of geographic information and the integral development of the member states.  He observed that the Institute’s objectives include fostering the development of spatial databases to support decision making, endeavoring to make warning systems more efficient, improving disaster response systems, and identifying actions that contribute to regional integration in specific fields, such as climate change, land-use planning, and natural disasters.  In addition, Mr. Borrero emphasized the importance of supporting the development of a geographical information infrastructure of the quality required for the analysis of processes associated with specific fields, such as soil degradation, biodiversity, wildfires, and the threats posed by human settlements in coastal regions and risk zones.  Mr. Borrero Mutis observed how important it is to promote alternatives for the study of the process of Pan American development, in areas such as environmental history, regional integration processes, dissemination and conservation of cultural heritage, preservation of historical archives, and commemoration of significant historical events.

The PAIGH Secretary General also spoke about the economic and operational situation, noting that the Regular Fund has achieved financial stability and that the Operations and Special Funds are on sound economic footing.  He pointed out that institutional assets have grown, and that the Institute is current on all its labor and benefits obligations.  He pointed out that, as a part of the budget of the Regular Fund for 2009, a Technical Assistance Program comprising 35 projects was adopted and implemented without incident.  He noted that a total of 146 projects were approved and implemented by 17 member states, and that nearly 400 fully-funded or partial grants had been awarded.  He also mentioned that publication of PAIGH journals on cartography, geography, the history of the Americas, American anthropology, American archaeology and geophysics continued. 

Mr. Borrero also referred to the GeoSUR program (CAF-PAIGH), which was launched in Brazil in March 2007, within the framework of the South American Regional Infrastructure initiative. He noted that GeoSUR contributes to the development of spatial data infrastructure in the region, and supports the production of strategic spatial data at the country level, as well as the production of regional infrastructure maps.

Mr. Borrero mentioned the development of the Institute's communications infrastructure, noting that its website had evolved into a more dynamic and informative resource for the Pan American community, averaging 17,000 hits per month.

He pointed out that with the Pan American Professional Network (RPP), the database system was replaced by the creation of the RPP, a voluntary registration system consisting of specialists distributed among the various technical committees.

Finally, Mr. Borrero indicated that in 2010 the focus of attention will be on the natural disasters that struck Haiti and Chile.  Accordingly, the PAIGH has given these situations priority status, as they have shaped and will shape the earth sciences and history in both countries.  It will also be providing support to the respective national sections.  He also reported on how the work of Haiti’s National Center of Geographical Information (CNIGS) and the Haitian Academy of Geography and History have been affected, and on the passing of Gina Porcena, President of the National Section of the PAIGH and Director General of the National Center of Geographical Information, who perished in the Haitian earthquake.

The delegations all thanked and congratulated the PAIGH Secretary General for his thorough report and expressed their condolences for the passing of Gina Porcena, President of the Haitian National Section of the PAIGH and Director General of Haiti’s National Center of Geographical Information.

The Mexican delegation indicated that the financial and administrative sustainability achieved by the Institute in recent years was especially noteworthy, reversing the trend that had virtually paralyzed it at the beginning of the decade.  In addition, it highlighted the 2010-2020 agenda and offered support for establishment of the Pan American Laboratory for the Observation of Natural Disasters.  It also requested that future reports contain a section specifically devoted to the progress made on this project. 

The Ecuadoran delegation remarked that, financially and structurally, the Institute had regained much prominence and was becoming a particularly relevant center of hemispheric cooperation.

The delegation of the United States congratulated the Secretary General of the Institute on his reelection, and emphasized how important the Institute’s work was to the United States, as evidenced by its very active involvement in the PAIGH’s four committees. 

The Chilean delegation emphasized the importance of the PAIGH for its country. It remarked that the Institute’s projects, workshops, and publications were held in high regard.  The delegation underscored Chile’s support for and commitment to the work that the Institute conducts. 

The Committee thanked the Institute’s Secretary General for such a thorough report and agreed to forward it to the Permanent Council for submission to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, together with the delegations’ observations and comments.

Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) – The Annual Report of PAHO (CP/doc.4470/10 and add. 1) was introduced by Dr. Jon Kim Andrus, Deputy Director of PAHO.  In his remarks, PAHO’s Deputy Director said that the report covered the 2008-2009 period and was divided into six sections:  1) A New Vision, 2) Moving toward Universal Coverage, 3) Building People-Centered Health Services, 4) Promoting Public Policy for Health, 5) New Leadership for Health, and 6) Facing Future Challenges.  The report was presented at the meeting the General Committee held on March 26, 2010.
On Section 1, “A New Vision,” he said that despite impressive gains in life expectancy and other aggregate indicators millions of people still lacked access to health care and other conditions essential for good health.

On Section 2, “Moving toward Universal Coverage,” he said that in the period covered by the report the PAHO member states had made significant progress toward universal access to health through new laws and policy frameworks as well as through concrete programs on the ground.
On Section 3, “Building People-Centered Health Services,” Dr. Andrus said that this work ranged from sweeping decentralization efforts to more focused initiatives aimed at improving the quality and acceptability of care.
On Section 4, “Promoting Public Policy for Health,” Dr. Andrus pointed to PAHO’s technical cooperation in the area. 

As for Section 5, “New Leadership for Health,” Dr. Andrus said that PAHO and its member countries had carried out a number of initiatives aimed at promoting a primary health care orientation through cross-sector advocacy and dialogue, building of leadership capacity, and improvements in health information gathering.  He cited as examples the collaboration between PAHO and the WHO to promote synergies between global health initiatives and efforts to strengthen health systems based on primary health care.  PAHO was working with existing regional integration mechanisms–CARICOM, MERCOSUR, SICA, UNASUR, and the Andean Community.
On Section 6, “Facing Future Challenges,” Dr. Andrus said the challenge of achieving “Health for All” would not be met easily or soon.  Many countries in the region still did not have broad health protection schemes, and significant numbers of people–some 125 million regionwide–continued to lack access to basic health services.  He described the Health Agenda for the Americas as a political expression of the intent to address this situation, adopted by the Ministers of Health of the Americas in 2007.  The Health Agenda represented the countries’ perspective and their framework for future action.  Dr. Andrus said that, looking ahead, the progress made needed to be preserved and sustained.  Among the important advances in the region, he cited those of the immunization program, with the elimination of measles and the eradication of polio; the impact on diphtheria and whooping cough; and the elimination of rubella.

Summarizing his presentation, Dr. Andrus went on to say that a renovation of primary health care was needed now more than even throughout the Americas. Through its technical cooperation programs and promotion initiatives, PAHO would continue to support this process to make “Health for All” a reality in all member states.

The delegations of Argentina, Peru, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, Mexico, and Saint Kitts and Nevis thanked the Deputy Director of PAHO for his complete and very illustrative report and recognized the important work done by PAHO, which all of them called essential to the region.

The delegation of Argentina also pointed to PAHO’s work and leadership in coordinating the health action group in Haiti.  The delegation supported the efforts of PAHO to revitalize primary health care with the aim of achieving health for all; to renew primary health care was to renew the capacity of all countries to organize a coordinated, effective, and sustainable strategy for resolving existing health problems, addressing new health challenges, and improving equity, in keeping with the United Nations Millennium Declaration.

The delegation of Peru said it was pleased to read in the report about efforts by PAHO and its member states to address the Health Agenda for the Americas, for example, the broadening of universal health coverage, the Vaccination Weeks in the Americas, and the launch of the Pan American Alliance for Nutrition and Development.  Peru also pointed to PAHO’s role in responding to and mitigating the effects of the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  The delegation had taken due note of the challenges still to be faced in the region so as to adequately address the health needs of the Hemisphere’s population.  It underlined Peru’s firm commitment to the Health Agenda for the Americas and its special interest in contributing to the work of PAHO and the OAS to meet their high objectives.

The delegation of Chile said that the programs and projects under way contributed to improvements in health in the Americas.  It valued in particular the efforts to bring about universal coverage and to promote public health policies, saying that primary health care was very important to the region.  It cited Vaccination Week in the Americas as one of PAHO’s successful programs and also underscored the efficiency and swiftness with which PAHO had taken very effective action after the recent catastrophes in Haiti and Chile: for example, how PAHO had acted in Chile to obtain vaccinations in record time.  The delegation reaffirmed Chile’s commitment to continued collaboration with PAHO.
The delegation of Paraguay referred to the key role played by PAHO at the time of the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  It expressed particular gratitude for PAHO’s collaboration in the case of indigenous peoples and made a special appeal to PAHO to not forget the dengue problems in Paraguay and to continue its assistance in this area.

The delegation of Uruguay noted in particular PAHO’s efforts in response to the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  Uruguay voiced its support for PAHO’s work and its intention to continue to build upon its cooperation with PAHO.

The delegation of Mexico thanked PAHO for its support in response to the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  It also pointed to PAHO’s special support to Mexico during the outbreak of the H1N1 epidemic, in particular its invaluable technical cooperation.

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis placed special emphasis on PAHO’s work in the countries of the Caribbean, thanking it for the assistance given after the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  Saint Kitts and Nevis said it and CARICOM would continue to support the important work of PAHO.
The General Committee took note of the report and of the observations and comments of the delegations and decided to convey them to the Permanent Council for subsequent presentation to the General Assembly at its next regular session.

· Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) – The Annual Report of the IIN (CP/doc.4468/10 and addenda) was introduced by Mrs. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director General of the Institute, at the General Committee’s meeting on March 26, 2010.

As she began her presentation of the IIN’s annual report, the Director General referred to the Institute’s spirit of transparency and genuine commitment to promoting and protecting the rights of children and adolescents in the Americas.  She also referred to the declaration in support of Haiti, in which the countries pledged to conduct joint efforts, while recognizing the sovereignty of the state, and established agreements and lines of work; this had resulted in a proposed “Technical assistance project for strengthening institutions for the effective protection of the human rights of children and adolescents in Haiti.”
Mrs. Aguilar pointed out that the IIN had made 2009 a special opportunity for celebrating various important dates, such as the 82nd anniversary of the founding of the Inter-American Children's Institute, the 50th anniversary of its incorporation into the Organization of American States, the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the holding of the 20th Pan American Child Congress. 

She also referred to the various activities conducted with the OAS through the Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA) and with the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA).

She observed that the IIN had developed an Internet portal, “Our Voice in Colours,” to disseminate information on participation by children and adolescents.  This was the first permanent forum exclusively devoted to children’s participation.  She described it as an interactive site enabling groups of children and adolescents to communicate with each other and share information on national and regional experiences with children’s involvement.

The Director General also mentioned that during this reporting period two meetings of the Working Group on Children’s Participation had been held –the first before the 20th Pan American Child Congress, the second after the Congress.  The meetings had allowed the IIN to work on the frame of reference for children’s participation.

In the area of training, she said, a virtual course had been given on children’s participation in citizenship-building and its influence on public policies, the aim being to provide information and strategic elements to those responsible for crafting proposals and initiatives to promote participation.

As for activities to promote participation, she said that the First Pan American Forum on Children, held during the 20th Pan American Congress, reflected the member states’ firm commitment to add children’s voices to the inter-American system’s highest forum for issues related to children and adolescents.

On the subject of violence, the Director General said that the IIN had prepared a special electronic newsletter that included a video on corporal punishment of children and adolescents.

When she turned her attention to the projects conducted by the Institute with specific funds, the Director General observed that the Agreement concluded between the Organization of American States and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child had been designed to strengthen the capacity of national institutions to learn about and generate mechanisms for the defense and promotion of the rights of children and adolescents, and to strengthen public policies, legislation, and independent systems for monitoring these rights.

Mrs. Aguilar Marmolejo reported that the IIN’s Directing Council held its 84th regular meeting in Lima, Peru, with 24 member states participating, during the week of the 20th Pan American Child Congress, in accordance with the procedure adopted for the Congress. 

The Director General explained that the Pan American Child Congress is an inter-American ministerial meeting held to promote discussion of experiences and to enable the peoples of the Americas to share information on topics relevant to the Institute and to make recommendations on those topics.  She said the Congress was held every five years, as convened by the IIN Directing Council.
Among the outcomes of the 20th Pan American Congress, the Director General observed that in resolution CPNNA/RES. 1 (XX-09), the states had agreed upon a series of proposals to give direction to the measures being taken on children’s issues.

She pointed out that financial management had been an important factor in enabling the IIN to function properly.  The IIN had been able to function well throughout 2009 thanks to transparent use of the resources entrusted to it.  The Director General said that operating expenses were considerably less than in previous years, following a re-evaluation of costs and after settling on a new set of purveyors of goods and services.

Regarding the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, she said that the IIN had submitted to the Secretary General the report on strategies developed by the states, which included efforts to adapt law to the framework of international standards and the development and implementation of public policies consistent with international recommendations on the matter.

Mrs. Aguilar Marmolejo reported that a virtual course-workshop had been conducted for persons responsible for this area; it had been designed to promote critical thinking from a rights perspective.  She emphasized that the Institute had worked with the states to eliminate this problem.  Among the achievements she cited was the update of the AnnaObserva Inter-American Observatory (“An Atlas about Children”) and the technical advisory services rendered to member states.  In conclusion, Mrs. Aguilar said that progress had been made in the region’s understanding of the problem with broader dissemination of information on intervention and prevention measures from a rights perspective.

The delegations of Mexico, Brazil, Uruguay, Saint Lucia, Venezuela, Peru, and Saint Kitts and Nevis thanked Mrs. Aguilar for presenting such a complete report, noted the extraordinary efforts of the Institute on behalf of children and youth in the Americas, and reaffirmed their support for its work.

The delegation of Mexico said that the report demonstrated the Institute’s relentless work and its progress to date.  In particular, Mexico recognized progress in the area of the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, saying that the publication on best practices, planned for distribution this year, would be very useful to the countries.  The discussion of experiences surely would help to make the Hemisphere safer for children and youth.  The delegation noted with great interest the new activities in the participation area, especially the “Our Voice in Colours” portal.

The delegation of Brazil referred to the IIN’s support of children and youth in Haiti, which it called highly important in view of the humanitarian emergency.  The delegation expressed Brazil’s interest in tightening cooperation and the discussion of best practices in promoting and protecting the rights of children and adolescents among the countries of the region.
The delegation of Uruguay said that the topic of children and adolescents had always been a priority for its country, from the inception of the Institute through the inspired vision of Dr. Luis Morquio, who had been a tireless champion of the rights of children and youth.  It should be recognized, it said, that the IIN had, since its founding, remained faithful to its historic commitment to the rights and welfare of the child and adolescent population and continued to serve the Hemisphere as a technical and social policy reference point of fundamental importance in the search for innovative answers to the diverse and complex problems of children and youth. 

The delegation of Venezuela recognized the importance of the Institute, particularly in assisting the states in formulating policy for protecting the rights of children and youth in the region.

The delegation of Peru said that the review of the efforts and activities of the Institute and the member states on behalf of children and adolescents in the Hemisphere–including the 20th Pan American Child Congress and the First Forum on Children, held in Peru in September 2009–demonstrated the progress made toward strengthening rights, training human resources, building citizenship, and promoting democratic values and practices among children and youth of the Hemisphere.  The delegation expressed its firm commitment to continuing to work in coordination with the member states and the Office of the Director General of the IIN to address the pending agenda and the complex challenges it posed in the present context in terms of children’s issues, bearing in mind the enormous human capital the children and youth of the Hemisphere represented and taking a human rights perspective.  Lastly, it thanked all the member states serving on the IIN Directing Council for their valuable contributions to the 20th Pan American Child Congress, held in Peru, as well as the IIN officials, in particular its Director General, for their dedicated work in conducting those events.

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis congratulated the Institute on its work and encouraged it to continue on that positive path for the benefit of the children and youth of the Americas.  It also welcomed the agreements reached, especially with UNICEF and the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of PLAN International, and the Internet page that gave children a chance to contribute to their own development.

The General Committee took note of the reports and of the observations and comments of the delegations and decided to transmit them to the Permanent Council with the recommendation that they be presented to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session.

· Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) – The Annual Report of CITEL (CP/doc.4467/10 corr. 1) was introduced by Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, at the General Committee’s meeting of April 22, 2010.

Mr. Baptista underscored the fundamental contribution that information and communication technologies (ICTs) make toward stimulating economic growth, employment, and general sustainable development within the region.  The following, inter alia, are fundamental to the existence of an information society conducive to the development of an environment of technological convergence: formulation of suitable policy, more effective management of the radiofrequency spectrum, and regulatory frameworks that promote investment in ICTs.  He also underscored the importance of appropriate interconnection agreements, awareness of the benefits of next generation network technologies, the need for flexible numbering, allocation, and reserve plans, the advantages of technological neutrality, the need for active promotion of broadband installation, and the growing importance of environmental considerations in the development and use of ICTs.
CITEL’s Executive Secretary pointed out that today’s difficult economic climate has led some operators to put their network development plans on hold.  In this new environment, a forum like CITEL is essential to enable the public and private sectors to work together and to gain better awareness of their respective needs; and, through close collaboration, to be able to meet the demand for services, creating an environment conducive to the emergence of new services, increasing cybersecurity, promoting price reductions and solutions to connectivity problems, and accelerating network installation in underserved areas.

He pointed to the following as some of CITEL’s more notable activities during 2009:

· Adoption of different recommendations on standards coordination to ensure the interoperability and timely introduction of advanced technologies; harmonization of the radio spectrum and the operation of radiocommunication services, including broadcasting; development and implementation of cutting-edge technologies and economic aspects to promote the development of telecommunication services and networks;
· Different telecommunication professional development courses offered, with material prepared by accredited training centers in the region and coordinating with the Center of Excellence for the Americas Region of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU);

· Coordination and harmonization of the region’s perspectives for world telecommunication forums, through the development of common positions and inter-American proposals; and

· Organization of different seminars and workshops on matters of priority to the countries.

Mr. Baptista observed that CITEL should remain an inter-governmental steering organization, where member states and associate members work together to foster the growth and sustainable development of telecommunication and information networks and to facilitate universal access, so that everyone everywhere can participate in the Global Information Economy and Global Information Society and take advantage of their benefits.


The delegation of Mexico welcomed the progress achieved in 2009 in the various priority areas of telecommunications, notably interoperability of advanced technologies, harmonization of the radiofrequency spectrum, and promoting the development of telecommunications services and networks.  It made specific reference to the project on the Tele-health Network of the Americas and the offer of scholarships on a variety of subjects important to the region, which include issues related to internet security and telecommunications networks and systems, the Global Portal of Telecommunications for Indigenous People, interference disruptive to satellite systems and communications during emergencies.  It noted that in 2009, 51 scholarships went unclaimed.

The delegation of Brazil was grateful for the very “thorough and fascinating” report.  It noted that Brazil closely follows the activities of this OAS entity, which stands at the forefront of a revolution that will create an information society.  It also stated the Brazilian government’s commitment to the effort to democratize access to information and to narrow the digital divide.  It said how pleased it was that CITEL’s scholarships had benefited 27 countries, but how unfortunate it was that so many of those scholarships went unclaimed for lack of interest.

The delegations of Ecuador, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic Venezuela and Nicaragua expressed thanks for the report presented.

The General Committee took note of the report presented and of the delegations’ observations and comments and decided to convey them to the Permanent Council so that it might, in turn, present them to the General Assembly at its upcoming regular session. 

· Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) – The Annual Report of IICA (CP/doc.4473/10) was presented by Mr. Víctor Villalobos, Director General of IICA, at the meeting of the Permanent Council on April 7, 2010.


In his remarks, Mr. Villalobos explained the initiatives that IICA would carry out under his administration. 


The representatives of Mexico, El Salvador, Ecuador, Uruguay, the United States, the Dominican Republic, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Chile, Jamaica, Paraguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Venezuela, Grenada, Brazil, and Guatemala expressed their thanks for the report and wished Mr. Villalobos every success in his efforts at the helm of IICA.


The Permanent Council took note of the Annual Report of IICA and of the comments of the delegations and transmitted them to General Committee for consideration.


The Permanent Council thanked Mr. Villalobos for the report and for sharing with the members of the Council his ideas and proposals for the future of the agency, and wished him success in his work.

E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT

In closing, I would like to express my appreciation for the support I have received from my colleagues, from the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, and from the interpreters and translators, all of which enabled the undersigned to complete the tasks assigned to him by the Chair of the General Committee.
Ambassador Francisco Proaño

Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS

Vice Chair of the General Committee
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

FREE TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Approved at the meeting held on April 22, 2010)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” through which the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) was instructed to conduct a study on the matter;

RECOGNIZING the opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI/RES. II-14/96), in which the Committee unanimously concluded that “in the significant areas described above the bases and potential application of the legislation which is the subject of this Opinion are not in conformity with international law”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1447 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1532 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1614 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1700 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1826 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1884 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1914 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1976 (XXXIV-O/04); AG/RES. 2063 (XXXV-O/05); AG/RES. 2239 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2376 (XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2450 (XXXIX-O/09); and

CONSIDERING the Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (CP/CG-1822/10 rev. 1),

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere, presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2450 (XXXIX-O/09).

2. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on developments in this regard.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

MECHANISM TO FOLLOW UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF 

THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, “CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”

(Approved at the meeting held on May 7, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2371 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2451 (XXXIX-O/09), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”;
TAKING NOTE of the Permanent Council report on the implementation of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) (CP/CG-1812/10);
CONSIDERING:
That the Convention of Belém do Pará, adopted in 1994, is the only binding international legal instrument that specifically addresses gender-based violence, whereby the states parties undertake to implement national and regional policies, laws, and programs of action to eradicate violence against women; and
That to date, 32 member states have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará;
RECALLING:

That the Statute of the MESECVI establishes that the Mechanism consists of the Conference of States Parties and the Committee of Experts (CEVI), and that the Secretariat of both is the OAS General Secretariat, through the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM, with advisory services provided, as appropriate, by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR);

That the MESECVI concluded the evaluation phase of its First Multilateral Evaluation Round in July 2008, with the adoption, at the Second Conference of States Parties, of the final country reports and its first Hemispheric Report ;

That the MESECVI is currently at the stage of following up on the recommendations made by the CEVI to the states parties in the final country reports and the Hemispheric Report; and

That the MESECVI Secretariat has a need for specialized permanent staff to ensure the proper performance of its functions;

NOTING that the Third Conference of States Parties of the MESECVI will be held in Guatemala in September 2010, at which time the report on follow-up to the CEVI recommendations will be presented, thus concluding the First Multilateral Evaluation Round; and
NOTING WITH CONCERN that the human and financial resources at the disposal of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI are not sufficient to ensure its stable, full, and effective operation, and that financial contributions to date have not brought about a process whereby the MESECVI is able to provide technical support to governments that need and have requested it,
RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Permanent Council report on the activities undertaken by the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) (CP/CG-1812/10).
2. To reiterate its appreciation to the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for its support to the states parties in the process of implementing the MESECVI; and to express appreciation for the invaluable role played by the Mechanism’s Technical Secretariat in helping to meet the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
3. To urge the member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.”

4. To invite all the states parties and states not party to the Convention, as well as permanent observers, international financial institutions, civil society, and the private sector to contribute to the specific fund set up to finance the operation of the MESECVI, or to make other types of contributions, such as providing the Mechanism with human resources to enable it to meet its work schedule and ensure its optimal functioning, hosting international meetings as necessary, holding workshops, and sharing experiences with best practices.
5. To thank the Government of Mexico for its contribution in human resources to the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and for its annual financial contribution to the specific fund of the Mechanism.
6. To urge the states parties to the Convention to facilitate the participation of experts in meetings of the Committee of Experts (CEVI); and to urge those states parties that have not yet done so to appoint their respective expert and Competent National Authority.
7. To urge the states parties to disseminate the CEVI recommendations to public agencies and to civil society as a whole.
8. To request the Secretary General to allocate, in accordance with available financial resources, the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the CIM to continue supporting the implementation of the MESECVI.
9. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
PROMOTION BY THE INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION (CITEL) 

OF COOPERATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES IN THE AMERICAS 

(Approved at the meeting held on May 7, 2010)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN:
Resolution AG/RES. 2440 (XXXIX-O/09), “Telecommunications Development in the Region to Reduce the Digital Divide,” by which the OAS General Assembly expressed its support for the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL, as well as its interest in representation of the member states of the Organization in that meeting by their highest-level governmental telecommunication authorities; and
That from March 8 to 11, 2010, the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL was held in Mexico City, where the Declaration of Mexico was adopted, which reiterates the shared desire to build an integrating and development-oriented information and knowledge-based society in the Americas region, as well as the Strategic Plan for 2010-2014, which indicates goals and actions so that these needs are fully translated into practical actions;
RECALLING that, in the Declaration of Santo Domingo:  Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation of the member states of the OAS request that “the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS) continue to support the incorporation of ICTs into national development plans,” and further request the OAS to continue, through its General Secretariat, in particular through its specialized commissions, such as CITEL, coordinating regional efforts to develop initiatives and identify additional resources to provide greater access to ICTs and their use and benefits, thus contributing to bridging the digital divide;
CONSIDERING:

That the environment of telecommunications and information and communication technologies (ICT) (hereinafter “telecommunications/ICTs”) is undergoing major change as a result of rapid technological progress, market globalization, and growing demand from users for integrated services adapted to their needs;
That telecommunications/ICTs are promoting economic growth, employment, and greater sustainable development in the region;
That the advance of global information infrastructure, specifically the development of the Internet protocol (IP)-based networks and, especially, the Internet, remains of fundamental importance, since it is an important force driving economic growth in the 21st century; and

That telecommunications/ICTs are essential at all stages—disaster prevention, preparedness, response, and relief operations—and provide the necessary means and links to mitigate the effects of disasters, whatever their nature;
AWARE that despite advances in regional connectivity, the digital divide persists in many member states, and that challenges are enormous, especially at a time when the region is slowly recovering from the economic crisis and from devastating natural disasters; and
RECOGNIZING:
That the establishment of national telecommunication policy and effective regulatory frameworks that promote the sustainable development of telecommunication/ICT services is essential for the integral development of the Americas;
That recent tragic events in the region clearly demonstrate the need for telecommunication/ICT services to contribute assistance in disaster relief operations so as to minimize risks to human life and meet the corresponding general needs for information and communication with the public in such situations;
That, as a result of the application and development of telecommunications/ICTs, new threats of different origins have arisen, such as threats to individual users resulting from viruses, spam, and identity theft; threats to businesses, governments, and other organizations through the exploitation of data storage vulnerabilities, industrial espionage, and threats to critical public infrastructure, including electronic communications networks, financial systems, and emergency services, which may compromise confidence and security in the use of these services by all users;
That such threats may also affect the maintenance of peace and the economic and social development of all member states, so that reliable telecommunication/ICT systems are essential;
That it is necessary to prepare proposals coordinated at the regional level, for presentation in international forums regarding matters that determine the strategy for telecommunication/ICT development in the region if the shared objectives of the members states in this area are to be achieved; and
That the OAS, through CITEL, is in an ideal position and has the necessary experience to serve as the forum for coordination, debate, and harmonization of national and regional telecommunication strategies and policy, as well as information exchange in this area,
RESOLVES:

1.
To congratulate and thank the Government of Mexico for successfully hosting the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL). 

2.
To endorse the Declaration of Mexico, adopted on March 11, 2010 (see Appendix I), which is an integral part of this resolution.
/ 

3.
To urge CITEL to continue coordinating efforts to harmonize, develop, and improve telecommunication/ICTs and to continue to provide a platform where policymakers, regulators, private sector representatives, researchers, academics, and other interested parties can exchange views, experiences, and best practices in this area that contribute to promoting the inclusion of the countries of the region in the Information and Knowledge-based Society.
4.
To urge the member states to participate in the activities of CITEL in order to ensure regional representation in the debates.
5.
To request CITEL to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 

APPENDIX
INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION
DECLARATION OF MEXICO
March 11, 2010
THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TELECOMMUNICATION ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), at the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), held in Mexico, D.F., Mexico, from March 8 to 11, 2010,
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That the Heads of State and Government, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, decided to reaffirm the values of the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Monterrey Consensus on Financing for Development, and the Millennium Declaration, in order to intensify the fight in the region against poverty, hunger, social exclusion, discrimination and inequality, and to promote inclusion and social cohesion to improve the living conditions of our people and achieve development and social justice; 

That the 2009 Report of the Millennium Development Goals Gap Task Force, established by the United Nations Secretary-General to improve tracking of the Millennium Development Goals, notes that the digital divide, in the form of differences in access and affordability, is still very wide between developing and developed countries, as well as within countries;
That the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas recognizes the profound impact of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICTs) on our lives, as well as their social and economic consequences, including the disparity in the capacity to access information and the need (i) to transform such information into knowledge for the benefit of all citizens of the Americas, and (ii) for active participation by civil society, including the private sector, in implementing the Agenda for Connectivity; and
That resolution AG/RES. 2440 (XXXIX-O/09), “Telecommunications Development in the Region to Reduce the Digital Divide,” adopted by the OAS General Assembly, reiterates and strengthens the priority mandate of CITEL, inter alia to address the ongoing evolution of telecommunication/ICTs and to reduce the divide separating countries in the area of telecommunications/ICTs;
RECOGNIZING:
That confidence and security in the use of telecommunications/ICTs are highly important pillars in creating the Information and Knowledge-based Society, as a result of which the countries of the region, especially the developing countries, require an ongoing exchange of experiences and best practices for the formulation of national, regional, and international policies; 

That telecommunications/ICTs have the potential to provide solutions to development problems, promoting economic growth, competitiveness, and access to knowledge through information, contributing to the eradication of poverty and the integration of all countries of the Americas;
That Mexico will host the Sixteenth Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to be held from November 29 to December 10, 2010, considering that telecommunications/ICTs play a very important part in international, regional, and national efforts to mitigate climate change, prevent natural disasters, and provide emergency relief;
That governments are formulating policies designed to meet national development needs, these being a significant factor in promoting participation by many interested parties to contribute to these efforts and ensure that measures adopted are supported by information exchange and regional and international collaboration;
That progress has been achieved in terms of the level of connectivity, driven especially by the growth of mobile wireless access.  However, substantial disparities remain in the region in terms of the penetration and affordability of telecommunication services. Therefore, connectivity promotion activities will constitute a tool to generate the integral development of the region;
That developing countries require support to profit further from technological convergence and the new technologies, to which end, more telecommunication infrastructure should be created to reduce the existing digital divide;
That governments, academic institutions, and university-associated research centers have a strategic part to play in building the Information and Knowledge-based Society; and
That diverse initiatives worldwide incorporate, as a societal goal, the facilitation of access to telecommunications/ICTs, based on an inclusive, universal, and supportive approach,
DECLARE:
That to continue to move forward in building the Information and Knowledge-based Society in the Americas, it is advisable to reaffirm our commitment to promoting the growth of telecommunication/ICT infrastructure through public and private investment, and to establish mechanisms for infrastructure-sharing at affordable costs, benefiting the end user, mainly the most disadvantaged sector of the populace;
That broadband access by the majority of the population of the Americas is one of the main challenges faced by governments; hence CITEL, as the region’s leading telecommunications/ICTs, entity, must constitute a strategic pillar for the establishment of public policy designed to promote better development and regional integration; and
That the advantages afforded by broadband are of great support in the development and implementation of public and social services, such as health, education, and culture, and for different areas of economic activity and government;
AGREE:
To promote, in the framework of CITEL, the generation and recommendation of guidelines supporting the Administrations in the establishment of policies and standards that promote: technological innovation, the transfer of knowledge, service development, market development, expansion of telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, promotion and development of medium and long-term sustainable applications, e-commerce, the security of networks, and the provision of government services applications, and, especially, to point to practical applications and provide mechanisms designed to achieve optimal use of telecommunications/ICTs;
To promote convergence and increased competition as forces driving the provision of telecommunication services at affordable tariffs for the population as a whole, especially the most disadvantaged, while fostering effective public policies to facilitate universal access; 

To promote the dissemination of information enabling the populace to learn about the characteristics of the service, and its tariffs and security, available on the market;
To strengthen CITEL so that it can remain the leading regional telecommunication/ICT reference point, proposing initiatives, developing programs, and executing projects aimed at fostering the sector’s optimal development with a view to achieving the Millennium Development Goals;
To collaborate internally with the OAS to formulate joint projects, among others, related to health and education, climate change, combating security concerns, gender equity, and the rights of indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities;
To establish closer ties with other regional and international organizations, promoting information exchange, technical assistance, and mutual support in analyzing specific matters, which will enable, among other things, awareness to be gained of international telecommunication trends;
To strengthen the development of activities and the review of best practices focusing on the use of telecommunications and ICTs to counteract the impacts of climate change;
To promote the coordination of efforts by public and private entities aimed at the appropriate handling of electronic waste and the use of reusable, recyclable and biodegradable equipment and materials, as well as products manufactured with recycled material in processes that do not damage the environment;
To promote the creation of local content enabling greater advantage to be taken of broadband access, taking the due precautions with respect to intellectual property rights in order to combat piracy and forgery;
To promote information exchange among interested parties regarding online security measures to protect children and young people from potential attacks and harmful content via the Internet.
To promote information exchange regarding the protection of confidential data of users who conduct various activities over the Internet and to afford interested parties greater certainty regarding the security of their transactions;
To propose and develop strategies that enable telecommunication infrastructure to be recognized as a decisive factor in natural disaster prevention, mitigation, aid, relief, and reconstruction actions;
To promote access by all citizens to the Information and Knowledge-based Society; to promote online network communities in education, research, health, business, and government; and to promote job creation and economic development, especially by small and medium-sized enterprises, trade and services, tourism, the agricultural and export sectors, culture, and recreation;
To continue fulfilling the telecommunication-related commitments assumed at the Summits of the Americas, and to promote and disseminate the implementation of the recommendations and guidelines of CITEL;
To encourage, on a voluntary basis, the implementation of Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs), such as that of CITEL, which can serve as instruments to facilitate efficient trade of telecommunication equipment in the region, to promote an effective regulatory cooperation, as well as to collaborate in the establishment of consistent procedures of market surveillance and exchange of information for the purpose of protecting the integrity of the telecommunication market in the region;
To build up CITEL’s telecommunication training program, in coordination with CITEL’s Regional Training Centers, the International Telecommunication Union’s Center of Excellence for the Americas Region, the private sector, and regional and subregional organizations, through the use of advanced education and research networks, and the establishment of Caribbean networks, as well as other civil society entities; and
To present this declaration to other regional and international forums for their information.
In witness whereof, the delegates of the member states participating in the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission hereby adopt this Declaration in Mexico City, Mexico, on March 11, 2010. 
CHAIR OF THE ASSEMBLY
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
MODIFICATIONS TO THE CITEL STATUTE AND REGULATIONS
(Approved at the meeting of May 7, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the revisions to the CITEL Regulations and Statute adopted by the Fifth Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly by resolutions CITEL/RES. 61 (V-10) and CITEL/RES. 62 (V-10); and
CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CITEL/RES. 61 (V-10) the CITEL Assembly modified section 2 of Article 86 of the CITEL Regulations, to clarify the participation of associate members in CITEL meetings;

That by resolution CITEL/RES. 62 (V-10) the CITEL Assembly adopted modifications to Article 3 of the CITEL Statute regarding its Objectives and Functions, to facilitate the implementation of CITEL’s 2010-2014 Strategic Plan;

That also by resolution CITEL/RES. 62 (V-10) the CITEL Assembly approved the change from “telecommunications” to “telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICT)” (hereinafter “telecommunications/ICT”) in the text of the Statute and the Regulations; and 
That the amendments to the CITEL Statute adopted by the CITEL Assembly, pursuant to Articles 5 and 34 of  the CITEL Statute, are subject to the approval of the OAS General Assembly, and that the amendments to the CITEL Regulations approved by the CITEL Assembly must be sent to the OAS General Assembly for its information, 
RESOLVES:
1. To approve, retroactive to the date of their approval by the Fifth Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly by resolution CITEL/RES. 62 (V-10), the modifications to Article 3 of the CITEL Statute set out in Appendix I to this resolution, together with the editorial changes in the Statute approved in that resolution.
2. To take note of the modifications of the CITEL Regulations approved by the Fifth Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly in resolution CITEL/RES. 61 (V-10), set out in Appendix 2 to this resolution.

APPENDIX I
CITEL Statute
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EXPLANATORY NOTES
1. The Statute of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission was approved by resolution AG/RES. 1224 (XXIII-O/93) and amended by resolution AG/RES. 1589 (XXVIII-O/98).
2. This text includes the amendments approved by resolution CITEL/RES. 34 (III-02) during the Third Assembly of CITEL. These amendments were approved by the General Assembly of the Organization by resolution AG/RES. 1946 (XXXIII-O/03).
3.
This text includes the amendments approved by resolution CITEL/RES.54 (IV-06) during the Fourth Assembly of CITEL. These amendments were approved by the General Assembly of the Organization by resolution AG/RES. 2159 (XXXVI-O/06).

4.
This text includes the amendments approved by resolution CITEL/RES.62 (V-10) during the Fifth Assembly of CITEL.

Example: The footnote [CITEL-2002] indicates changes introduced to the original text at the Third Assembly of CITEL held in Washington, DC, USA, August 12 to 16, 2002.
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STATUTE OF THE INTER-AMERICANTELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION
CHAPTER ONE
ORGANIZATION, FUNCTIONS AND MEMBERSHIP
Article 1
Nature

The Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) is an entity of the Organization of American States (hereinafter "the Organization"), established by the General Assembly, in accordance with Article 53 of the Charter of the Organization.

CITEL shall enjoy technical autonomy in the performance of its functions, within the limits of the Charter of the Organization, this Statute, and the mandates of the General Assembly of the Organization.
Article 2
Structure

CITEL shall achieve its objectives through the following:
a.
The CITEL Assembly;
b.
The Permanent Executive Committee (COM/CITEL);
c.
The Permanent Consultative Committees; and
d.
The Secretariat.
Article 3
/
Objectives and Functions
OBJECTIVES
a.
To facilitate and promote, by all means available to it, the continuing development of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICT) (hereinafter telecommunications/ICT) in the Hemisphere, in pursuance of sustainable development.
b.
To promote and foster the existence of appropriate telecommunications/ICT that contribute to the integral development process in the region, with particular attention to underserved areas.
c.
To organize promote, and evaluate the periodic holding of meetings of technicians and experts to study planning, financing, construction, operation, standardization, technical assistance, maintenance, and other matters related to the use and development of telecommunications/ICT in the Americas.
d.
To promote the unification of criteria and technical standards for the installation, operation, and maintenance of systems, in order to obtain maximum benefit from the facilities available to each country and to the region in general, in the global standardization framework of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and other relevant standardization organizations.
e.
To promote and study technical assistance, in agreement with the governments of the respective countries, giving priority to the needs of developing countries.
f.
To foster the improvement and harmonization of administrative, financial, and operational procedures for the planning, installation, improvement, maintenance, and operation of the telecommunication networks of the Member States of CITEL, within the framework of the recommendations of the ITU, as well as of other international and regional organizations, that promote widespread access to services, the use of new technologies, job creation , and the deployment of infrastructure in underserved areas.
g.
To recommend studies and promote the adoption of official agreements among governments of member states of the Organization for the planning, installation, maintenance, and operation of telecommunication systems in the Hemisphere.
h.
To promote and encourage the study and dissemination of problems related to the impact of telecommunications on the environment and climate change and their relationship to ICT, in keeping with policies developed by the ITU and other organizations with competence in this area. 

FUNCTIONS
a.
To serve as the Organization’s leading advisory body in all matters relating to telecommunications/ICT in the Hemisphere. 

b.
To promote or undertake studies and programs for the orderly development of telecommunications/ICT networks, utilizing the most suitable and efficient systems available.
c.
To maintain ongoing contact with the various international governmental and nongovernmental organizations in the field of telecommunications/ICT, and to promote the coordination of their activities with those of the member states of the Organization.
d.
To request the cooperation of world or regional governmental organizations, especially the ITU and the Caribbean Telecommunications Union, and of international entities working in the field of telecommunications/ICT that enjoy consultative status with the United Nations or maintain cooperative relations with the Organization.
e.
To analyze and propose different forms of financing to support the plans and projects of CITEL.
f.
To compile and disseminate among the Member States of CITEL information pertaining to the fulfillment of its objectives, as well as any other information that may be of interest, including the evaluation of those results.
g.
To study the policy and regulatory aspects of telecommunications/ICT at the regional level.
h.
To study legal issues related to direct satellite transmissions, in order to prepare draft inter-American agreements on that subject and formulate uniform position thereon for adoption by the Member States of CITEL before the relevant international organizations.  

i.
To prepare studies on public policies in the area of telecommunications/ICT.
j.
To make recommendations in the area of telecommunications/ICT to the governments of the Member States of CITEL, taking into account those made by the ITU and by other relevant organizations.
k.
To promote research and technological development in the field of telecommunications/ICT.
l.
To consider any other matters related to inter-American cooperation in the field of telecommunications/ICT assigned to it by the General Assembly or the Councils of the Organization.
m.
To promote the development of new applications that promote the inclusion of the region’s countries in the Knowledge-based society.
n.
To review and assess the effectiveness of technical cooperation with the ITU and other regional and international organizations on an ongoing basis. 

o.
To develop mechanisms for full participation by all Member States in the meetings of CITEL, and to increase the number of associate members of the Committees of CITEL. 

Article 4
Membership

The following States can be members of CITEL:
a.
All the Member States of the Organization.
b.
Other American States which are not members of the Organization, whose request for membership in CITEL is favorably decided upon by the CITEL Assembly and the General Assembly of the Organization, because of the special interest shown by those governments in cooperating in the attainment of the purpose and objectives of CITEL.
-- * --

CHAPTER TWO
CITEL ASSEMBLY
Article 5
/
Purpose and Functions
Purpose

To serve as an Inter-American Forum in which the highest telecommunications/ICT authorities of the CITEL Member States will share opinions and experiences and make appropriate decisions to direct their activities towards achieving its assigned objectives and mandates.
Functions
a.
Establishing the policies for achieving the objectives and functions set out in Article 3 of this Statute.
b.
Electing the members of COM/CITEL.
c.
Establishing the Permanent Consultative Committees.
d.
Approving the request for membership in CITEL of American States that are not members of the Organization, subject to ratification by the General Assembly of the Organization.
e.
Proposing amendments to this Statute for approval by the General Assembly of the Organization.
f.
Approving the CITEL Regulations and presenting them to the General Assembly of the Organization for its information.
Article 6
Place and Frequency of Meetings

CITEL shall hold a Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly every four years, in the place as determined by the CITEL Assembly in accordance with the principle of rotation set forth in the Regulations.

The CITEL Assembly may hold Special Meetings as provided in the Regulations.
Article 7
/
Participation in the CITEL Assembly
Delegations

Each Member State is entitled to send a delegation to the CITEL Assembly. The delegation of each Member State may include a head of delegation, an alternate head of delegation, and such delegates and advisors as that State may accredit to the CITEL Assembly. 

Secretary General of the Organization

The Secretary General of the Organization, or his representative, may participate with voice but without vote in the deliberations of the CITEL Assembly, both in the plenary sessions and in the committees and subcommittees.
Observers

The following may be represented by observers at a meeting of the CITEL Assembly with the right to voice but without vote:
a.
Permanent Observers to the Organization.
b.
Subject to COM/CITEL's approval, those American States which are not Members of the Organization and which have asked to participate in the meeting.
c.
Subject to COM/CITEL's approval, those Non-American States that are Members of the United Nations or its specialized Agencies and which have asked to participate in the meeting.
d.
Inter‑American specialized organizations and entities of the Organization, and Inter-American intergovernmental regional organizations.
e.
The United Nations and its specialized agencies.
f.
International and national organizations that are parties to agreements or arrangements establishing relations of cooperation with the Organization, with  its organs, organizations or agencies, when such agreements or arrangements provide for participation of observers.
g.
Subject to COM/CITEL's approval, those international, regional, subregional and national agencies and organizations that are involved in telecommunications/ICT activities in the region and which have asked to participate in the meeting.
h.
The Associate members of the Permanent Consultative Committees.
Guests

Subject to COM/CITEL's approval and in consultation with the government of the host country, other persons or institutions not covered in this Article as may be deemed advisable, may attend the CITEL Assembly as special guests, as defined in the Regulations.
Article 8
Officers of the CITEL Assembly

There shall be a Chairman and two Vice Chairmen of the CITEL Assembly, elected at the first plenary session, by an absolute majority of the Member States represented at the Assembly. Before the election of the Chairman of the CITEL Assembly, the Chairman of COM/CITEL shall serve as the provisional Chairman.
Article 9
Agenda

COM/CITEL shall prepare the preliminary agenda for each CITEL Assembly meeting, and shall submit it to the Member States for consideration, at least three months in advance of the opening of the CITEL Assembly Meeting. The Member States shall have thirty consecutive days to present their observations on the draft agenda to the Chairman of COM/CITEL. On the basis of these observations, COM/CITEL shall draw up the final agenda. 


The agenda so approved, may be amended or otherwise modified only during the Meeting of the CITEL Assembly by a vote of two thirds of the participating Member States.
Article 10
Sessions and Meetings

Each Meeting of the CITEL Assembly shall consist of such Plenary Sessions as are required to complete the Agenda for the Meeting and the sessions of the Committees of the CITEL Assembly as provided under this Statute.
Article 11
Committees

There shall be a Steering Committee, a Credentials Committee and a Style Committee, as further provided in the Regulations. 


The CITEL Assembly may establish such other committees, subcommittees, and working groups when required.
Article 12
Quorum

For Plenary Sessions, the presence of more than half of the Member States shall constitute a quorum.

For the committees, subcommittees, and working groups of the CITEL Assembly, the presence of more than half of the Member States of the body concerned shall constitute a quorum.
Article 13
Voting

The decisions of the CITEL Assembly shall be adopted at the plenary sessions.  Each delegation of a Member State shall have the right to one vote. The right to vote does not imply an obligation to vote. 


In the absence of consensus in the deliberations, the decisions of the CITEL Assembly shall be adopted by the vote of an absolute majority of the Member States participating, except in those cases where a two-thirds vote of the participating Member States is expressly required.

In the committees, subcommittees, and working groups, decisions shall be adopted by a simple majority.

For purposes of this Statute, the term "absolute majority" means more than half of the votes of the Member States participating in a meeting of the CITEL Assembly. A simple majority means more than half of those present and voting in any given session of a Committee, subcommittee, or working group. 

-- * --

CHAPTER THREE
THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (COM/CITEL)
Article 14 
/
Membership

The Permanent Executive Committee (COM/CITEL) is the executive organ of CITEL. It is composed of representatives of thirteen Member States of CITEL elected at the CITEL Assembly, who shall serve until the next Regular Meeting of the Assembly. The principles of rotation and of an equitable geographic representation shall be observed, insofar as possible, in the election of eleven of these Member States. One of the two remaining members shall be the representative of the Member State hosting the meeting of the CITEL Assembly in which the election takes place. The other shall be the representative of the Member State in whose territory the next Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly will be held.
Article 15
Installation Session and Officers 


COM/CITEL shall be installed by the Chairman of the CITEL Assembly before the closing of the Meeting at which the Member States that are to serve on COM/CITEL are elected. 


At the installation session of COM/CITEL, the Chairman of the CITEL Assembly shall be appointed Chairman of COM/CITEL. The representative of the Member State that has offered to host the next Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly shall become the Vice-Chairman of COM/CITEL.
Article 16
Chairman of COM/CITEL

The COM/CITEL Chairman shall have the following specific responsibilities:
a.
To preside over the meetings of COM/CITEL.
b.
To preside initially at the CITEL Assemblies.
c.
To represent CITEL before other Organs of the Organization, the governmental telecommunications/ICT entities of the CITEL Members, and other organizations that participate in telecommunications/ICT development activities in the Americas.
d.
To supervise and coordinate the fulfillment of the responsibilities of COM/CITEL, especially during the interim between Regular Meetings.
e.
To direct and coordinate the meetings and forums, that COM/CITEL may conduct with other entities of the regional telecommunications/ICT sector, or with other international entities.
Article 17
/
Functions of COM/CITEL

The functions of COM/CITEL are the following:
a.
To carry out the decisions of the CITEL Assembly, taking into consideration the recommendations of the General Assembly of the Organization and of the pertinent Councils with respect to telecommunications/ICT.
b.
To carry out and enforce the objectives of Article 3 of this Statute.
c.
To set the date for the Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly, the date and place for the Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly and make amendments as necessary.
d.
To prepare the draft agendas for the Regular and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly and to submit them to the governments of the Member States of CITEL for consideration, through the Executive Secretary, pursuant to Article 9 of this Statute.
e.
To propose to the CITEL Assembly any amendments it may consider necessary to introduce to this Statute and the Regulations.
f.
To establish a work program for the Secretariat and for the office of the Chairman of COM/CITEL for implementation of the decisions of the CITEL Assembly.
g.
To adopt any urgent measures, which cannot be deferred until the next meeting of the CITEL Assembly and which shall remain in force until the CITEL Assembly can consider them.
h.
Through its Chairman or some other designated member of COM/CITEL, to represent CITEL at world, regional, or national meetings or conferences on telecommunications/ICT or related activities.
i.
With the cooperation of the Secretariat, to prepare studies, drafts of inter‑American conventions and treaties, and any other documents relating to telecommunications/ICT in the hemisphere.
j.
Through the Secretary General and the appropriate Council of the Organization, to present to the General Assembly an annual report on the activities of CITEL.
k.
To establish such technical committees and working groups as it may consider necessary determining its work program.
l.
Within the framework of CITEL's objectives, to plan and coordinate inter-American activities in the area of telecommunications/ICT.
m.
To review and approve a work program based on the program-budget approved by the General Assembly and an annual proposed budget for CITEL in pursuance of the provisions of Article 112  ( c ) of the Charter of the Organization; ensuring the strictest possible economy but mindful of the obligation upon CITEL to achieve satisfactory results from the work programs undertaken.
Article 18
Meetings and Headquarters of COM/CITEL

COM/CITEL shall meet at least once a year, in the country represented by its Chairman, in another country, or at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization, as the Committee may decide at its preceding meeting. 


Any Member State which is not a member of COM/CITEL may participate in the meetings of COM/CITEL, with voice but without vote. The Chairmen of the Permanent Consultative Committees whose countries are not Members of COM/CITEL shall be invited to participate in COM/CITEL with voice but without vote.

In consultation with COM/CITEL members, the Chairman may invite representatives of specialized agencies or experts in matters to be considered at the meetings to advise as required.

The Member State elected to preside over COM/CITEL shall organize, at its expense, and under the exclusive responsibility of the Chairman, an office in accordance with the Regulations. 

Article 19
Quorum

More than half of the members of COM/CITEL shall constitute quorum for a COM/CITEL meeting.
Article 20
/
Voting

In the deliberations of COM/CITEL, each Member State shall have one vote, and  in the absence of consensus, decisions of COM/CITEL shall be adopted by the vote of an absolute majority of its Members. However, on questions of procedure, decisions shall be taken by a simple majority of those present and voting. In the latter case, abstentions shall not be counted as votes cast.

Article 21
Travel Expenses

Travel expenses of the Chairman of COM/CITEL or some other member acting on his behalf, to attend a meeting of an international agency as the representative of CITEL, shall be defrayed by the Organization as provided in the Organization's Program-Budget.

Travel expenses incurred by the members of COM/CITEL to attend its meetings or those of the CITEL Assembly shall be defrayed by the respective Member States they represent.
-- * --

CHAPTER FOUR
PERMANENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES
Article 22
Purpose

The purpose of Permanent Consultative Committees is to provide advice to all those entities that constitute the regional telecommunications/ICT sector, in matters relating to their respective areas of competence.
Article 23
Structure of the Permanent Consultative Committees
Organization
/
The CITEL Assembly shall organize the Permanent Consultative Committees it considers necessary to attain the objectives defined in Article 3 of this Statute and shall elect the host countries of the Permanent Consultative Committees, observing to the extent possible, the principles of rotation and an equitable geographic distribution. 

Officers

The representative appointed by the host country shall be the corresponding Chairman of the Permanent Consultative Committee and shall have the duties set forth in the Regulations. Each Permanent Consultative Committee may establish up to two positions of Vice President. 


The Member State elected to preside over a Permanent Consultative Committee shall organize, at its expense, and under the exclusive responsibility of the Chairman, an office in accordance with the Regulations. 

Meetings

The Permanent Consultative Committees shall meet at least once a year at a time and place determined by its respective Chairman. The Vice-Chairman shall be responsible for assisting the Chairman in his duties, and may offer to host an additional meeting of the Consultative Committee if deemed necessary. 


Each Consultative Committee may set up working groups which shall submit reports concerning their activities to the Consultative Committee.

Papers, studies, decisions, and draft resolutions of the Permanent Consultative Committees which require consideration of the CITEL Assembly shall be submitted to COM/CITEL at least four months before a meeting of the CITEL Assembly takes place.

In the absence of consensus in the deliberations of the Permanent Consultative Committees, draft resolutions shall be adopted in accordance with the voting procedures set forth in the Regulations.  The approval will always require the favorable vote of at least one third of the Member States.
Article 24
/
Participation in the Permanent Consultative Committees: 
Members, Associate Members and Observers

Member States and Associate members of CITEL, whose rights and obligations are defined in this Statute, collaborate with a view to attaining the objectives of CITEL.
/
Members

Each CITEL Member State may appoint a representative to each Permanent Consultative Committee. The representative shall be a specialist in telecommunications/ICT. A Member State may remove or replace its representative simply by notifying the Executive Secretary of CITEL of its decision to do so.
Associate members
/
1.
Any agency, organization or institution related to the telecommunications/ICT industry, which has legal personality, with the approval of the corresponding Member State of CITEL, may become an Associate member of a Permanent Consultative Committee. The Member State shall notify the Chairman of COM/CITEL in writing of the names of the agencies, organizations, or institutions it has approved. An agency, organization, or institution shall cease to be an associate member in the event that approval is withdrawn by the Member State.
2.
An international or regional inter-governmental organization with multiple memberships of States of the Americas that is related to telecommunications/ICT and has legal personality may become an associate member of a Permanent Consultative Committee with the approval of COM/CITEL. This international or regional organization shall cease to be an associate member in the event that approval is withdrawn by the COM/CITEL.
3.
Associate members of a Permanent Consultative Committee may fully participate in all the activities of that Permanent Consultative Committee, with voice but without vote. They may present technical papers and receive the documents of the Committee to which they pertain.
Observers

The terms and manner of participation of observers are dealt with in the Regulations.
CHAPTER FIVE
THE SECRETARIAT
Article 25
Purposes and Functions

The Secretariat is the central and permanent administrative organ of CITEL. It shall coordinate the administrative services required for implementing the decisions of the CITEL Assembly, COM/CITEL, and the Permanent Consultative Committees, and it shall perform such other functions as are assigned by those organs.
Article 26
The Executive Secretary of CITEL

In consultation with COM/CITEL, the Secretary General of the Organization shall appoint the Executive Secretary of CITEL, whose functions shall include:
a.
Performance of technical and administrative duties entrusted to the Secretariat, and coordination of the administrative services provided by the Secretariat. 

b.
Preparation and submission to COM/CITEL and to the Secretary General of the Organization of the proposed Program-Budget of CITEL, which should include travel expenses and salaries of the personnel assigned to the Secretariat.
c.
Representation of the Secretary General of the Organization, when so authorized, with voice but without vote, in the meetings of the CITEL Assembly, COM/CITEL, and the Permanent Consultative Committees. 

d.
Assistance in the coordination and implementation of the work plans of the Permanent Consultative Committees and the working groups of COM/CITEL.
e.
Preparations for holding the Regular and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly.

The Executive Secretary of CITEL shall perform those functions in accordance with the General Standards Governing the Operation of the General Secretariat of the Organization ("General Standards") and such other rules and regulations that apply to the General Secretariat and its personnel.
Article 27
Secretariat Services

The General Secretariat of the Organization shall provide secretariat services to CITEL in accordance with the allocation of funds in the Program-Budget of the Organization and the Secretary General shall appoint the technical and administrative personnel to provide those services in accordance with the General Standards and such other rules and regulations governing the operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization.
CHAPTER SIX
EXPENSES AND FUNDS OF CITEL
Article 28
CITEL Funding Sources

The resources of CITEL operations will come from:
a.
The Regular Fund of the Organization; and
b.
Specific Funds.

Each Member State of CITEL shall bear the expenses of its representatives.
Article 29
/
Specific Funds

The General Secretariat shall establish the following Specific Funds, pursuant to Article 74 of the General Standards for the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization.
a.
A Supplementary Fund for the Activities of the Permanent Consultative Committees to be funded by voluntary contributions from CITEL Members and by fees from associate members, as determined by the CITEL Regulations.
b.
A Supplementary Fund for Development Activities within CITEL's work program to be funded by specific gifts, donations, and contributions.
c.
A Supplementary Fund for Support of General Operations to be funded by voluntary contributions of CITEL Members.

Accounting for these Specific Funds shall be carried out in accordance with the General Standards and Financial Rules and Regulations of the Organization. 

-- * --

CHAPTER SEVEN
OFFICIAL AND WORKING LANGUAGES
Article 30
Official Languages

English, French, Portuguese and Spanish are the official languages of the CITEL.
Article 31
Working Languages

Spanish and English shall be the working languages. For the Regular and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly, the Executive Secretary shall inquire of the CITEL Members concerned if simultaneous interpretation into French and Portuguese will be necessary. Working documents of CITEL shall be made available in Spanish and English. Delegations may present their proposals to the CITEL Assembly in any of the official languages of CITEL.
Article 32
Documents

The draft resolutions, recommendations and decisions, and any amendments thereto, as well as the decisions of the CITEL Assembly, shall be published in the official languages. The CITEL annual report and the reports of the CITEL Assembly meetings shall be published in the official languages. Other documents emanating from CITEL shall be published in the working languages.
-- * --

CHAPTER EIGHT
GENERAL PROVISIONS REGARDING THE 
STATUTE AND RULES OF PROCEDURES
Article 33
Governing Norms

CITEL shall be governed by the present Statute, by its Regulations, and by the resolutions of the General Assembly of the Organization.
Article 34
Amendment

The present Statute, approved by the General Assembly of the Organization, may be amended only by the General Assembly, at its own initiative or upon CITEL's request as provided under CITEL's Regulations.
Article 35
CITEL Regulations

CITEL shall adopt its Regulations in accordance with this Statute and shall submit them to the General Assembly of the Organization with its first annual report.
Article 36
Entry into force

The present Statute shall enter into force on the date of its approval by the General Assembly.
-- *  --
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Regulations of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission
(CITEL)
Edition 2010
EXPLANATORY NOTES
1.
The Regulations of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission were approved by resolution AG/RES.1259 (XXIV-O/94) and amended by resolution AG/RES. 2159 (XXXVI-O/06).
2.
The text indicates the amendments introduced by resolutions CITEL RES. 29 (II-98), CITEL RES. 34 (III-02) and CITEL/RES.54 (IV-06).
3.
The Articles of the Regulations have been renumbered taking into account the modifications approved during the III CITEL Assembly. By a footnote we indicate at what meeting a modification has been approved. 

4.
The text includes the modifications approved by resolutions COM/CITEL RES. 178 (XIV-04), COM/CITEL RES. 183 (XIV-04), COM/CITEL RES. 200 (XVI-05) and COM/CITEL RES. 206 (XVIII-06).
5.
The text includes the modifications approved by resolutions CITEL RES. 61 (V-10) and CITEL RES. 62 (V-10).
Example: The footnote [CITEL-2002] indicates changes introduced to the original text at the Third Assembly of CITEL held in Washington, DC, USA, August 12 to 16, 2002.
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REGULATIONS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION
CHAPTER I
NATURE, ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP
Article 1
Nature
1.
CITEL is governed by its Statute and these Regulations.  The Regulations complement the Statute which was approved by Resolution of the OAS General Assembly, and serve to provide more specific rules for the operation, administration, and procedures of CITEL for the achievement of its purposes and objectives.
2.
In case of conflict between the Statute and these Regulations, the Statute shall take precedence.
3.
The technical autonomy of CITEL established pursuant to the Statute, includes:
a.
The capacity and competence to freely program its activities within the scope of Article 1 of the Statute;
b.
A direct technical relationship with the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (hereafter "the Organization") notwithstanding its obligation to submit its Annual Report of activities to the Permanent Council of the Organization, so that the Council has the opportunity to present its observations and recommendations to the General Assembly pursuant to Article 91(f) of the Charter of the Organization;
c.
Direct contact with the Secretary General of the Organization for all administrative and budgetary matters;
d.
Competence to establish relations with other international organizations that participate in the development of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICT) (hereinafter telecommunications/ICT) throughout the American States; and
e.
Participation in the planning of technical assistance to CITEL members.
Article 2
/
Organization

CITEL fulfills its objectives through the following organs: the CITEL Assembly, the Permanent Executive Committee (COM/CITEL), the Permanent Consultative Committees, and the Secretariat.  The first three organs shall include such committees, sub-committees, working groups and ad hoc groups, joint working groups and rapporteurs as may be established in accordance with these Regulations.
Article 3
Applications for Membership

Any American State which is not a member of the Organization, must submit its membership request to the Secretary General of the Organization, who shall transmit it to COM/CITEL for study and recommendation before it is considered by the CITEL Assembly and approved by the General Assembly of the Organization.
Article 4
Liaison

Each Member State shall notify the Executive Secretary of CITEL, in writing, within thirty days of the termination of the Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly, the name of the institution and the person within the institution that will serve as the official liaison between CITEL and that Member State with respect to telecommunications/ICT. The person appointed shall serve as the official to whom and from whom, official correspondence shall be addressed and exchanged, including all notices, technical contributions to meetings, reports of meetings, and accreditation letters. 

-- * --

CHAPTER II
CITEL ASSEMBLY
A.  MEETINGS
Article 5
Regular Meetings

CITEL shall endeavor to schedule the Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly, held every four years, during the first quarter of the year. The Regular Meetings shall be numbered consecutively. 

Article 6
Principle of Rotation 


In the application of the principle of rotation in selecting the country where a Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly is to take place, it is understood that the Regular Meeting shall not be held in the territory of a Member State if another Member State in which fewer meetings have been held should offer its territory for this purpose.  Recognized regional affinities shall also be considered when applying the principle of rotation, e.g. North America, Central America, Andean, Caribbean Region, or other distinguishable regional affinities.
Article 7
Special Meetings

In special circumstances, at the initiative of the General Assembly of the Organization, on the recommendation of any Council of the Organization, or at the initiative of COM/CITEL, the CITEL Assembly may hold a Special Meeting to consider specific matters, if those matters are of such importance as to preclude waiting for the next Regular Meeting of the Assembly. COM/CITEL will convene and set the date and place for such Special Meeting, subject to available funding.
Article 8
Alternative Site for the Meetings

If for any reason a Regular or Special Meeting of the CITEL Assembly cannot be held in a selected country, it shall be held at the General Secretariat of the Organization headquarters, unless one of the Member States, with sufficient advance notice, offers to host the Assembly, in which case COM/CITEL may agree to hold the meeting in that country.
Article 9
Notice of Convocation of Meetings

The Secretary General of the Organization, or by delegation, the CITEL Executive Secretary, shall transmit the notice of convocation of the CITEL Assembly Meeting and the invitations to the participants as soon as the country offering to host the Assembly confirms to the CITEL Secretariat the exact date, city and specific location for the meeting, and that it has available sufficient funds for that purpose.  The country offering to host the Assembly shall provide this information to the Executive Secretary, no later than sixty days before the proposed date of the meeting.
B.  PARTICIPANTS

Article 10
Delegations

Each head of delegation may delegate his duties to the alternate head, or if there is none, to any other member of his delegation.  Each Member State shall endeavor to designate to its delegations representatives who are versed in telecommunications/ICT.  Delegations shall have the right to participate with voice and vote, in all public and private meetings of the Assembly, including its committees, subcommittees, working groups and ad hoc groups, in accordance with these Regulations and any special Rules of Procedure adopted for such meetings.
Article 11
Credentials

Accreditation of the members of each delegation shall be made by the respective governments by means of written communications to the Executive Secretary, granting the delegates full powers to participate in the decisions on subjects included in the agenda of the sessions of the Assembly. 

Article 12
Order of Precedence

At the informal session prior to the opening session of the Assembly, the delegations shall establish by lot an order of precedence to be used for the delegations' location in the sessions room, in the voting process and in the use of the floor whenever the delegations are requested to give their opinions on some subject-matter.  The host delegation shall not be included in the "by lot" procedure and shall hold last place in the order of precedence.
Article 13
Permanent Observers to the Organization
1.
States that are Permanent Observers to the Organization shall enjoy the same status in the CITEL and any of its organs.  They shall accredit their respective representatives to participate in the meetings of the CITEL Assembly, by means of a written communication addressed to the Executive Secretary.
2.
The representatives of the Permanent Observers may attend the public sessions of the CITEL Assembly Meetings, and of its principal committees and, when invited by the corresponding presiding officer, the private sessions. With the permission of the presiding officer, Permanent Observers may speak at any meeting.
Article 14
Observers from Inter‑American specialized organizations, Organs of the OAS 
and from Inter-American intergovernmental regional organizations

Representatives of Inter‑American specialized organizations and organs of the OAS, and Inter-American intergovernmental regional organizations may attend the CITEL Assembly as observers.  With the permission of the presiding officer, those representatives may speak at the meeting or address the meeting in writing.
Article 15
Observers from the United Nations

Representatives of the United Nations and its specialized agencies may attend the Meetings of the CITEL Assembly as observers.  With the permission of the presiding officer, they may speak at the meeting or address the meeting in writing.
Article 16
/
Other Observers
1.
International and national organizations that are parties to agreements or arrangements establishing relations of cooperation with the Organization, its organs, organizations or agencies may also attend the CITEL Assembly meetings when such agreements or arrangements provide for the participation of observers.
2.
Subject to COM/CITEL's approval, the following may send observers to the CITEL Assembly:
a.
American States that are not Members or Permanent Observers of the Organization who have asked to participate in the meeting.
b.
Non-American States that are Members of the United Nations or its specialized agencies who have asked to participate in the meeting.
c.
International, regional, subregional, and national agencies and organizations that are involved in telecommunications/ICT activities in the region who have asked to participate in the meeting.
3.
The observers referred to in this Article may speak at the plenary session of the CITEL Assembly or at the sessions of its principal committees, only when invited to do so by the corresponding presiding officer, because of special interest or expertise in a specific topic of discussion.  Similarly, such observers may provide written statements on such topics when expressly authorized or requested to do so by the presiding officer.
4.
The participation of the observers referred to in this Article, before the CITEL Assembly, is without prejudice to the status that they may have, as associate members of the PCCs, in accordance with Article85 of the Regulations.
Article 17
/

Active associate members may attend the public sessions of the CITEL Assembly as observers.  The observers referred to in this Article may speak at the plenary sessions of the CITEL Assembly or at the sessions of its principal committees only when invited to do so by the corresponding presiding officer because of special interest or expertise in a specific topic of discussion.  Similarly, such observers may provide written statements on such topics when expressly authorized or requested to do so by the presiding officer. 

Article 18
/

Unless otherwise specified by COM/CITEL, any State or entity referred to in Article 16 that wishes to participate in a meeting of the CITEL Assembly as an observer, shall apply to attend, in writing, to the Chairman of COM/CITEL, at least sixty days before the anticipated opening of that meeting.  The Chairman of COM/CITEL shall consult such applications with the Members of COM/CITEL, and if they approve, the corresponding invitations shall be extended in accordance with Article 9 of these Regulations.
Article 19
Observer's participation fee
1.
Distribution of documents of the meetings of the CITEL Assembly to the categories of observers identified in Articles 13, 14 and 15 of these Regulations, shall be governed by the applicable principles, practices and rules of the Organization.
2.
Distribution of documents of the meetings of the Assembly to the observers identified in Article 16, shall be conditioned upon payment of a fee to cover the administrative cost of that category of observer's participation in the meeting.  This fee called "a participation fee" shall be equivalent to 15% of the "contributory unit" corresponding to an associate member.
3.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, COM/CITEL may decide to exempt payment of the participation fee by any observer, covered by Article 16, where CITEL is exempted from making similar payments to that observer, on the basis of reciprocity.
Article 20
Guests

Subject to COM/CITEL's approval and in consultation with the government of the host country, any person or entity not covered in Article 16, that is a recognized authority or that has a particular interest in the field of telecommunications/ICT may attend the meetings of the CITEL Assembly as a guest. COM/CITEL will develop guidelines to determine qualifications for guests.
Article 21 


Individuals or entities wishing to participate as guests to a meeting of the CITEL Assembly, under Article20, should apply in writing to the Chair of COM/CITEL no later than forty five days prior to the scheduled start of the CITEL Assembly meeting.  The Chair of COM/CITEL will consult with COM/CITEL members and, with their consent, extend the corresponding invitations pursuant to Article 9 of these Regulations, unless the Government of the host country objects.
Article 22

Guests may attend the plenary meetings and the meetings of the committees for the sole purpose of following the discussions.  However, they may take part in committee discussions only if they are requested to do so by the Chairman of the Committee and there is no objection from any Member State present.  Guests shall not receive copies of contributions, papers or reports of the proceedings, unless COM/CITEL decides to provide the documents to a guest when it approves an invitation.
C.  ASSEMBLY OFFICERS 

Article 23
Election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen

The Assembly Chairman and both Vice-Chairmen shall be elected in the first plenary session, in accordance with the procedures outlined in Article 8 of the Statute.  These officials will remain in office until the Assembly is adjourned. 

Article 24
Duties of the Chairman of the CITEL Assembly

1.
The Assembly Chairman shall:
a.
Convoke plenary sessions;
b.
Establish the order of business of the sessions;
c.
Open and close the plenary sessions and direct their discussions;
d.
Grant the floor to the participants in the order in which they request it, giving precedence to representatives of the Member States when appropriate;
e.
Put the topics under discussion to a vote, and announce decisions taken;
f.
Rule on points of order being submitted to the Assembly for consideration;
g.
Establish the working committees, and
h.
Generally, ensure compliance with these Regulations.
2.
When any speaker departs from the topic under discussion the Assembly Chairman may draw this to his attention.  Likewise, during discussion of a topic, the Chairman may propose limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, limitation of the number of times a participant may speak, closure of the list of speakers, or closure of discussion.  He may also propose the suspension or adjournment of a session, or postponement of discussion of the matter under consideration.
Article 25
Participation by the Assembly Chairman in Voting and Discussion

The Assembly Chairman shall not participate from the chair in a substantive discussion, nor shall vote on any matter before the plenary sessions of the Assembly.
Article 26
Duties of the Vice-Chairmen Acting as Chairman

If the Chairman is absent from a session or from part of it, one of the Vice-Chairmen shall take his place, according to the order of precedence, and shall enjoy the same powers and duties as the Chairman.
Article 27
Absence or Disability of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen

In the event of the absence or disability of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairmen of the CITEL Assembly, the Meeting shall be presided over by one of the Chairmen of the working committees, according to the order of numbering of those committees.  

D.  AGENDA
Article 28
Agenda of the Regular Meetings
1.
COM/CITEL shall prepare a preliminary agenda for each Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly to be provided to the Member States for their consideration at least three months in advance of the anticipated opening of the Assembly.
2.
In preparing the preliminary agenda, COM/CITEL shall take into account the topics proposed by the governments of the Member States, those mandated by the General Assembly of the Organization, and may take into consideration those recommended by other organs of the Organization.
3.
The Member States shall have thirty days to present their observations on the preliminary agenda to the Chairman of COM/CITEL.  On the basis of these observations, COM/CITEL shall draw-up the agenda for the Assembly meeting.
4.
The agenda so approved, may be amended or otherwise modified only during the Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly by a vote of two thirds of the participating Member States.
Article 29
Agenda of Special Meetings

The agenda of each Special Meeting of the CITEL Assembly shall be confined to the subject or subjects for which the Meeting was convoked. The procedures and time periods for the preparation of the agenda of a Special Meeting shall be established in each case by COM/CITEL.
Article 30
/
Reports and Proposals

Generally, the CITEL Assembly shall consider two kinds of papers: reports and proposals. Reports shall be informative in nature, while proposals shall be submitted to the Assembly for its consideration.  During an Assembly meeting, other forms of work or technical contributions may be solicited. The documents thus submitted shall not include any information of a promotional or commercial nature.
Article 31
/
1.
Reports and proposals shall normally be presented to the Executive Secretary fifteen days in advance of the date set for the opening of the CITEL Assembly, in order to permit their distribution to the Member States in CITEL working languages, together with the report of COM/CITEL and that of the Secretariat. Documents that do not meet the deadlines set in this Article will be presented at the meeting of heads of delegation to determine whether they are to be considered as information or working documents during said meeting. The Executive Secretary shall make such documents available to the Member States as they are received, by the most suitable means, before the start of a meeting.
2.
At the beginning of a meeting, the Assembly may establish a period of time in which additional proposals may be submitted to it for consideration.
E.  SESSIONS
Article 32
Informal Meeting of Heads of Delegations

Prior to the inaugural session, the heads of delegations of the Member States or their alternates shall meet informally, upon being called together by the Chairman of COM/CITEL, to agree on the various aspects concerning the organization of the work of the CITEL Assembly.
Article 33
First Plenary Session

The first plenary session shall be held as soon as possible after the CITEL Assembly Meeting has been inaugurated.  At that session, the CITEL Assembly shall elect its officers, and establish the committees referred to in Chapter II section F of these Regulations.  Immediately thereafter the working committees shall be installed and their respective officers elected.
Article 34
Adoption of Decisions

The CITEL Assembly shall adopt its decisions in the form of resolutions, recommendations and declarations, at its plenary sessions.  The Secretariat shall distribute those decisions immediately after their adoption.
Article 35

Decisions with financial repercussions for the Organization shall include an estimate of the corresponding cost.
Article 36
/
Public and Private Sessions
1.
Plenary sessions at the Assembly and of the working committees shall be public. However, if the chairman so provides or any representative Member State so requests, the session shall be private, and shall so continue unless the members participating in the session decide otherwise.
2.
Private Sessions may only be attended by the heads of delegations of the Member States, the members of the delegations designated by those heads and such Secretariat personnel as the Chairman of the respective body may expressly authorize in each case. 

Article 37
/

All decisions taken by the CITEL Assembly in a private plenary session shall be announced at the next public plenary session.
Article 38

No plenary, committee, subcommittee, ad hoc group, or working group session shall be held unless the place and time have been announced to participants sufficiently in advance to permit them to attend.
F.  COMMITTEES
Article 39
Steering Committee
1.
The Steering Committee is made up of the Chairman of the CITEL Assembly, who shall preside over it, the two Vice-Chairmen, and the Chairmen of the working committees.

2.
The Chairman of the CITEL Assembly shall convoke the Steering Committee whenever he deems it desirable for the best performance of the work of the Assembly.
3.
The task of the Steering Committee is to resolve any difficulties that may arise regarding the functioning of the CITEL Assembly and to suggest appropriate solutions to the committees or to a plenary session.  For the effective operation of the CITEL Assembly, it shall coordinate the work of the working committees.
Article 40
Committee on Credentials
1.
The Committee on Credentials is composed of the representatives of three member states elected at the first plenary session of the CITEL Assembly.  The Committee shall elect its chairman.
2.
The Committee on Credentials shall examine the credentials of the delegations and submit a report to the CITEL Assembly forthwith.
Article 41
Style Committee
1.
The Style Committee is composed of the representatives of four Member States elected at the first plenary session of the CITEL Assembly, each of which shall represent one of the four languages.
2.
The Style Committee shall receive the drafts of resolutions and recommendations adopted by committees before they are submitted to a plenary session of the Assembly for its consideration, and shall introduce in them such style changes as it deems necessary.  If the Style Committee notes that a draft suffers from defects of form that it can not correct, then it shall raise the question with the committee concerned, or at a plenary session of the Assembly.
Article 42
Drafting Committee

The Drafting Committee for the working sessions of the Plenary meetings and for the Final Report of the Assembly, shall be designated during the first Plenary Session and shall be composed of the first four delegates by order of precedence who volunteer.  The Drafting Committee shall draft the minutes of the meeting of the informal session, of each Plenary session, of the inaugural and closing sessions, as well as the Final Report.  The Committee shall present to each Plenary Session a draft report of all preceding sessions.
Article 43
/
Working Committees
1.
The CITEL Assembly shall establish such working committees as it deems desirable for consideration of the various topics on the agenda.
2.
A working committee is made up of the delegations of the Member States that advise the Chairman of the CITEL Assembly before the first working meeting of the committee, that they wish to take part in that committee.
3.
The installation meeting of each working committee shall be held with the delegations that up to the time of the meeting, have expressed their desire to form part of it.
4.
Each working committee shall elect a chairman, and may also elect a vice-chairman and a rapporteur.
5.
Each working committee shall study the topics assigned to it by the CITEL Assembly and shall present to the plenary session a report on its discussions, the draft resolutions or proposals considered, and its recommendations.
Article 44
Subcommittees and working groups
1.
Each working committee may establish such subcommittees and/or working or drafting groups, as it considers advisable.  A working committee may also authorize its Chairman to appoint to the subcommittees or groups, members who reflect the different views that have been expressed on the matters which the subcommittee or group is to consider.
2.
Each subcommittee may establish such working or drafting groups as it may consider necessary.  The Chairman of each such group shall present to the body that established it, its conclusions or recommendations.
3.
Delegations that are not members of a subcommittee, working group, or drafting group, shall have the right to participate in the meetings of these bodies with voice but without vote.
G.  QUORUM
Article 45
1.
For Plenary Sessions, the presence of more than half of the Member States shall constitute a quorum.
2.
For the committees, subcommittees, and working groups of the CITEL Assembly, the presence of more than half of the members of the body concerned shall constitute a quorum.
H.  DEBATES AND PROCEDURES
Article 46 

Proposals and Amendments
PROPOSALS
1.
Proposals must be presented in writing to the Secretariat by the Member State delegations no later than the day before the session at which they are to be discussed or submitted to a vote, in order to be distributed in the CITEL working languages to participating Member States before deliberation of them begins. However, if no Member State objects, the Chairman of the body that is required to deal with the matter may authorize discussion of a proposal that was not distributed in time.
2.
The delegation that presents a proposal shall indicate the working committee that should study it, unless the proposal is one that is required to be submitted to a plenary session for discussion. In case of doubt, the Chairman of the Assembly shall decide.
AMENDMENTS
3.
Motions to amend a proposal may be made during the deliberations on the proposal. 

4.
A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from, or revises part of a proposal.  A motion that would totally replace the original proposal, or that is not directly related to it, shall not be considered as an amendment. 

Article 47
Withdrawal of Proposals

A proposal or an amendment may be withdrawn by its proponent before it has been put to a vote.  Any delegate may present again a proposal or amendment that has been withdrawn.
Article 48
Reconsideration of Decisions

Proposals concerning decisions that have already been taken may be reconsidered, if a request to do so is made prior to the adjournment of the session at which the proposal was voted upon, or at the session immediately following.  In the case of a motion for reconsideration, the floor shall be granted to one speaker to second the motion and to two other speakers to oppose it, after which the motion shall be submitted to a vote.  For approval of such a motion, the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of the body concerned is required. When the motion for reconsideration has been approved, the discussion and vote on the substance of the matter shall be governed by the applicable provisions of these Regulations.
Article 49
/
Points of Order

During the discussion of a matter, any delegation may raise a point of order, which shall be decided upon immediately by the Chairman.  Any representative of a delegation may appeal the decision of the Chairman, in which case the appeal shall be put to a vote.  When raising a point of order, a representative may not speak on the substance of the matter under discussion.
Article 50
/
Suspension of Discussion

The Chairman or any representative of a delegation may make a motion that discussion be suspended.  Only two such representatives may speak briefly in favor of such a motion and two against it, after which it shall be immediately put to a vote.
Article 51
/
Closing Discussion
1.
Any representative of a delegation may make a motion that debate be closed when he/she considers that a topic has been discussed sufficiently.  This motion may be opposed by two representatives of delegations, after which it shall be declared approved if it receives the vote of two-thirds of the delegations present at the session.  The Chairman may limit the time allowed to speakers under this Article.
2.
The Chairman may close the debate if he/she considers that it has become repetitive, or if it no longer addresses the issue at hand. In which case, the Chairman shall take into consideration the issues which have up to then obtained consensus and establish the way in which the meeting shall proceed. Two delegations may speak briefly against such a decision, after which it shall be declared approved if it receives the vote of two-thirds of the delegations present at the session.
Article 52
/
Suspension or Adjournment of a Session

During the discussion of any topic, a representative of a delegation may make a motion that the session be suspended or adjourned.  Such motions shall be put to a vote immediately, without discussion.  The Chairman may limit the length of the remarks of the representative who proposes suspension or adjournment of the session.
Article 53
Order of Procedural Motions

Except as provided in Article 48, the following motions shall have precedence over all other proposals or motions, in the order set forth below:
a.
Suspension of the session.
b.
Adjournment of the session.
c.
Suspension of discussion of the topic under consideration.
d.
Close of the debate of the topic under consideration.
Article 54
General Provisions for All the Deliberative Bodies of the CITEL Assembly Meeting

The general provisions relating to discussion contained in this chapter shall be applicable to the plenary sessions, and to the committees, subcommittees, and working groups of the CITEL Assembly.
I. VOTING
Article 55
Voting on Proposals

After debate is closed, and if the proposals presented are not approved by consensus, those proposals, together with any proposed amendments, shall be put to a vote.  Proposals shall be voted upon in the order in which they are presented, unless the respective body decides to the contrary.  After the chairman has announced the start of the voting, no representative may interrupt it, except for a point of order relating to the manner in which the voting is being conducted.  The process of voting and vote-counting shall end when the chairman announces the result.
Article 56
Abstentions

For the purpose of establishing the necessary majority, abstentions shall be counted as votes cast.
Article 57
Ties

In the event of a tie, the proposal voted on shall be considered to have been rejected.
Article 58
Repeat Vote

Should any doubt arise as to the results of a vote, any delegation may request that the vote be repeated immediately. The new vote shall be limited to the same delegations that took part in the original vote. 

Article 59

When an amendment to a proposal is presented, the amendment shall be voted on first.  When two or more amendments to a proposal are made, the vote shall be taken first on the one that departs furthest from the original text.  The other amendments shall be voted upon in like order.  In case of doubt in this regard, they shall be voted upon in the order of their presentation.
Article 60

When the fact that one amendment has been adopted necessarily implies the exclusion of another, the latter amendment shall not be put to a vote.  If one or more of the amendments are adopted, the complete proposal as amended shall be put to a vote.
Article 61

If any delegation so requests, a proposal or amendment shall be put to a vote by parts.  If any delegation is opposed to that request, the body concerned shall decide whether the voting should be by parts. If the request for voting by parts is accepted, the various parts of the proposal or amendment that are accepted shall be voted upon as a whole.  If all the operative parts of a proposal or amendment are rejected, it shall be deemed that it has been rejected entirely.
J.  ELECTIONS
Article 62

In cases where only one Member State or one person is to be elected, if no candidate obtains the vote of an absolute majority of the participating Member States on the first ballot, a second, or if necessary a third ballot shall be taken, limited to the two candidates receiving the largest number of votes.  If after the third ballot no candidate has obtained the required majority, the election shall be suspended for a period of up to twenty-four hours.  When the election is resumed, up to two additional ballots shall be taken.  If neither of the two candidates is elected, the balloting procedure established in this Article shall be started again, with respect to the candidates who are presented.  

Article 63

When two or more elected posts are to be filled at the same time and under the same conditions, the candidates obtaining the vote of an absolute majority on the first ballot shall be declared elected.  If the number of candidates obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or members to be elected, there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining posts, the voting being limited to the candidates who have received the most votes on the previous ballot, in such a way that the number of candidates will not be more than twice the number of posts remaining to be filled. 

Article 64

In case of a tie among two or more candidates or Member States, as the case may be, who have received at least the required majority, if the number of places to be filled is less than the number of candidates or Member States who have received the same number of votes, another ballot shall be taken.  If the tie is not broken in this second ballot, the elections shall be decided by lot.
K.  DOCUMENTS
Article 65
Summary Minutes

Summary minutes shall be kept of the open plenary sessions and of the open committee meetings of the CITEL Assembly.  The Secretariat of CITEL shall distribute the summary minutes to the delegations as promptly as possible.  The delegations shall present to the Secretariat, within twenty-four hours following the distribution of the summary minutes, any corrections of style they consider necessary.  The minutes so corrected and the appendices shall be published as part of the official documentation of the CITEL Assembly.  The appendices of the summary minutes shall contain the complete statement of a delegation if the delegation so requests.
Article 66
Summary of the Activities

After the termination of the Assembly Meeting, the Secretariat shall prepare and distribute the final report of the Assembly, containing a summary of the activities carried out by it, which shall include background information on the Assembly; the list of officers of the Assembly and of the Committees, Subcommittees, Working groups and ad hoc groups; the official list of participants; a brief summary of the sessions held, and the decisions adopted by the Assembly in their final form.  This document shall be prepared in the four official languages.  For this purpose, the Secretariat may request the advice of the delegations to the Permanent Council of the Organization that represent the countries where those languages are spoken, and of COM/CITEL.
Article 67
Filing of Documents

The Secretariat shall be the custodian of the official documents and files of the meetings of the Assembly.  The Chairman of COM/CITEL shall keep in his possession copies of all these documents and files.
-- * --

CHAPTER III
THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (COM/CITEL)
Article 68
Length of Term

The Officers and members of COM/CITEL shall occupy their positions until the election of the new members at the next Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly.
Article 69
Appointment of Representatives of COM/CITEL

The institution designated to act on behalf of each Member State elected to COM/CITEL, shall appoint a principal representative and an alternate representative, both of them specialized in telecommunications/ICT matters, and the Member State may replace them as it deems advisable.  The names of the representatives shall be communicated in writing to the Executive Secretary as they are appointed.
Article 70
Functions

The functions of COM/CITEL are set out in Article 17 of the Statute.
Article 71
/
Work Program
1.
At each installation session, COM/CITEL shall prepare its work program for the intervening period until its next meeting, and shall set the date and place for its meetings. 

2.
COM/CITEL may establish technical committees, subcommittees, working groups and ad hoc groups, joint working groups and rapporteurs to perform its functions.
Article 72
Duties of the Chairman

The Chairman of COM/CITEL is an ex officio member of all committees of CITEL and shall have the following duties in addition to those identified in the Statute:
a.
To preside provisionally over the Regular and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly until the Chairman of the Assembly is elected.
b.
To represent CITEL before other organs of the Organization, the governmental telecommunications/ICT entities of the CITEL Members, and other organizations that participate in telecommunications/ICT development activities in the American States.
c.
To see that the functions of COM/CITEL as provided in Article 17 of the Statute are performed.
d.
In cooperation with the Executive Secretary, to draw up the agendas for the meetings of COM/CITEL, in consultation with the other members.
e.
To speak for COM/CITEL to the Secretary General of the Organization, and to communicate to him the decisions that COM/CITEL has adopted.
f.
To communicate through the Executive Secretary with the governments of the Member States of CITEL and institutions interested in the objectives of CITEL regarding matters relating to the functioning of CITEL.
g.
To represent CITEL, when COM/CITEL so authorizes him, at public functions and at meetings of international organizations, with authority to delegate this representation to another member of COM/CITEL.
h.
Through the Executive Secretary of CITEL, to present to the Secretary General of the Organization an annual progress report on the activities of CITEL to comply with Article 91 (f) of the Charter of the Organization.
i.
With the assistance of the Executive Secretary, to make known and to coordinate on behalf of COM/CITEL, the work of the technical committees, and working groups established by COM/CITEL and see that it is carried out.
j.
To coordinate the work of the Permanent Consultative Committees, and to see that it is carried out.
Article 73
/
Order of Succession

In the event of temporary impediment of the Chair of COM/CITEL to serve, the Vice-Chair shall replace him/her.  In the event of impediment of both, the eldest of the Chairs of the Permanent Consultative Committees shall exercise the duties of the Chair while the impediment lasts.
Article 74
Headquarters of COM/CITEL
1.
The Member State elected to preside over COM/CITEL shall organize and maintain during its term, at its sole expense, and under the exclusive responsibility of the Chairman, an office composed of a full‑time assistant to the Chairman, and all necessary technical and administrative personnel.  In addition, that Member State shall provide premises for the office and for meetings, as well as other suitable work facilities for the best possible performance of COM/CITEL's duties and responsibilities.  For all purposes, the office shall be responsible exclusively to the Chairman of COM/CITEL, and shall not be dependent upon the General Secretariat of the Organization.  

2.
The Chairman of COM/CITEL shall maintain close cooperative and working relations with the Executive Secretary for purposes of coordination and liaison, as well as for the best possible performance of the various tasks of COM/CITEL.  The Chairman of COM/CITEL shall send copies of all official correspondence sent or received by him to the Executive Secretary.
Article 75

When COM/CITEL establishes a technical committee, subcommittee, a working group, or an ad hoc group, that committee, subcommittee or group shall have its headquarters in the country selected to preside over it.  As in the case of the headquarters of COM/CITEL, the country concerned shall provide, at its expense, the staff and the necessary facilities for the performance of its functions.
Article 76
/
Rules governing COM/CITEL meetings, quorum, voting and travel expenses are as contained in Articles 18 to 21 of the Statute.
Article 77
/
1.
The COM/CITEL shall adopt its decisions in the form of resolutions, recommendations, or decisions at its plenary sessions.
2.
In order to ensure their due deliberation, all draft resolutions, recommendations or decisions presented must be distributed in writing in the CITEL working languages to participating delegations, before the start of the session in which they are to be debated or submitted to a vote. However, if there is not objection on the part of any COM/CITEL Member State present at the meeting, a proposal written in only one of the working languages of CITEL may be discussed and decided upon.
3.
If for any reason a regular Meeting of COM/CITEL cannot be held in the country of the Chairperson, it shall be held at the General Secretariat of the Organization headquarters, unless one of the Member states, with sufficient advance notice, offers to host the meeting, in which case COM/CITEL may agree to hold the meeting in that country.
4.
The General Secretary of the Organization, or by delegation, the CITEL Executive Secretary, shall transmit the notice of the convocation of the Meeting and the invitations to the participants as soon as the country offering to host a meeting confirms to the CITEL Secretariat the exact date, city and specific location for the meeting, and that it has available sufficient funds for that purpose. The country offering to host the meeting shall provide this information to the Executive Secretary no later than sixty days before the proposed date of the meeting.
5.
Observers in the categories stipulated in Articles 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 may attend COM/CITEL meetings as observers on the same conditions as those established in the Regulations for their participation in the CITEL Assembly meetings.
Article 78
/

When, in view of their urgency, matters to be resolved cannot be left until its next meeting, COM/CITEL may approve resolutions, recommendations, or decisions by correspondence.  Such resolutions, recommendations, or decisions shall be approved in keeping with such procedures as may be adopted by COM/CITEL for that purpose.  The CITEL Secretariat shall keep a written record of the consultation made and its results, and shall inform the Chair and the other members COM/CITEL thereof.
Article 79
/

COM/CITEL may invite representatives of associate members to participate in its Working Groups because of a special interest or expertise in a specific topic pertaining to the mandate of the working group.
--* --

CHAPTER IV

PERMANENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES (PCCs)
A.  ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS
Article 80
/
1. The CITEL Assembly shall establish the Permanent Consultative Committees (PCCs) that it considers necessary to attain the objectives defined in Article 3 of the Statute together with specific terms of reference for each PCC. For the selection of countries to host meetings of the PCCs, the principles of rotation and equitable geographic distribution shall be observed to the extent possible. A PCC shall continue in force until such time as the CITEL Assembly itself, or COM/CITEL, deems its functions and purpose to be concluded. The names of the PCCs are listed in Annex 1 of these Regulations.
2.
The host countries of the PCCs may submit their candidacy for one re-election only.  A Member State may not submit its candidacy for a second re-election, if another Member State – which has been elected fewer times – should present its candidacy.
3.
Each PCC shall be presided over by a Chairman who shall be the representative appointed by the government of the host country for the PCC.  The PCC may establish one or two Vice Chairman positions to assist the Chairman in the performance of his duties. The Chairman of each PCC shall recommend to the PCC the number of Vice Chairmen he deems appropriate, taking into account insofar as possible an equitable geographical distribution.  The country from which a Vice Chairman is appointed, may host an additional meeting of the PCC in a given year, and in such case, will be responsible for providing meeting sites, personnel, and administrative support for the meeting.
Article 81
/
Duties of the Chairman of a PCC

The Chairman of a PCC shall:
a.
Convene through the Executive Secretary the PCC at least once a year and designate the place and date for the meeting.
b.
Direct the work of the PCC, prepare the material for meetings, as well as studies, decisions, and draft resolutions, and send them to the Chairman of COM/CITEL for information and to the Executive Secretary for processing.
c.
Report PCC work results, in writing, every six months, to the Executive Secretary and to the Chairman of COM/CITEL.
d.
Report to the CITEL Assembly on matters within the competence of the PCC.
e.
Ensure that the Working Groups, Ad Hoc Groups, and Rapporteurs established as well as the coordination tasks assigned operate in accordance with the working procedures that govern PCC activities, as provided in Article 96.
f.
Seek to ensure that all decisions taken by the PCC Plenary are consensus decisions.
g.
Confirm that the quorum provided for in the regulations is present at the meeting.
Article 82
Chairman's Office

The Member State elected to preside over a PCC shall organize, and maintain at its sole expense, and under the exclusive responsibility of the Chairman, an office composed of the necessary technical and administrative personnel.  For all purposes, this office shall be responsible exclusively to the Chairman of the PCC and shall not be dependent in any way upon the General Secretariat of the Organization.
Article 83
/
Working groups and ad hoc groups
1.
Each PCC may establish working groups and ad hoc groups in accordance with Article 96.  Those groups shall submit reports of their activities to the PCC.
2.
PCCs shall also appoint rapporteurs for their working groups and ad hoc groups in order to deal with the issues entrusted to said groups.  The rapporteurs shall submit their reports to the working groups or ad hoc groups to which they belong.

B.  PARTICIPATION IN THE PCC
Article 84
Members

Each CITEL Member State may appoint a representative who is a specialist in telecommunications/ICT to a PCC in accordance with the method set out in Article 4.  A Member State may remove or replace its representative by notifying the Executive Secretary, in writing, of its decision to do so.
Article 85 

Associate members
1.
Associate membership on a PCC is open to:
a.
Any entity, organization or institution related to the telecommunications/ICT industry, that has legal personality (hereinafter "entity"), provided that the entity's associate membership is approved by the corresponding Member State of CITEL. The expression "corresponding Member State of CITEL" means the country where the "entity" was constituted or has its principal office.
b.
An international or regional inter-governmental organization with multiple membership of States of the Americas that is related to telecommunications/ICT and has legal personality (hereinafter “the organization”), with the approval of COM/CITEL. 

2.
Applications from entities wishing to become associate members of a PCC must be forwarded to the corresponding Member State, together with an indication of the elected contributory unit and the pertinent information of a contact person to whom procedural information may be sent. The corresponding Member State shall be responsible for examining and approving such applications based on such criteria or procedures for sponsoring associate members as it deems appropriate.
3.
In the case of an organization, the application procedures for acquiring the status of associate member of a PCC will be made to COM/CITEL
4.
Where appropriate, the corresponding Member State or COM/CITEL will notify the Executive Secretary of its approval of an application received from an entity or organization, indicating the elected contributory unit and the pertinent information of the contact person appointed by the entity or the organization to whom procedural information may be sent.
5.
The Executive Secretary will notify the requesting entity or organization of the decision taken with respect to its application and the procedures which associate membership entails.
6.
The Executive Secretary will notify the Chairman of COM/CITEL and the Chairman of the respective PCC about the admission of the entity referred to in number 5 of this Article. In the case of the admission of an organization, the notification shall be sent only to the Chairperson of the respective PCC.
7.
A list of all entities and organizations granted associate membership in each PCC shall be compiled and maintained by the Executive Secretary.  The Executive Secretary shall provide the Secretary General of the Organization, all Member States of CITEL and the Chairs of the PCCs with a copy of that list.
8.
An entity shall cease to be an associate member in the event that approval is withdrawn by the corresponding Member State. An organization shall cease to be an associate member in the event that approval is withdrawn by COM/CITEL.

Article 86
/
Participation of associate members
1.
Each associate member has the right to participate in any of the meetings of the PCCs to which the associate member is affiliated by sending one or more representatives.  To that end, associate members shall provide in writing to the Executive Secretary the names of their representatives before the opening of each PCC meeting.
2.
Associate members of a PCC may fully participate in all the activities of that PCC with voice but without vote; nevertheless, without the support of the respective Member State, they shall not be able to take the floor to request the PCC to consider a proposal for the purpose of taking a decision.  An associate member of any PCC shall also be entitled to participate in the work of any joint working group to which its PCC belongs, without being requested the payment of additional fees.
3.
In order for an associate member to speak on behalf of and in representation of the corresponding Member State, he shall:
a.
Have been previously accredited as part of that Member State delegation, and
b.
be presented by his/her delegation, before speaking, indicating that his/her verbal statements are as a representative of that member State.
Article 87
/
Associate membership Fee
1.
Associate members shall share in the costs of operation of the PCC in which they participate by voluntarily choosing a contributory level.  The minimum contribution shall be "one" unit, which may be increased in levels of half a unit, as a minimum.
2.
The monetary value of the unit, stated in U.S.A. dollars, shall be established by the CITEL Assembly, and shall cover membership payment for one calendar year or, as the case may be, for the prorated corresponding part.
3.
Associate members shall have until October of each year to notify the Executive Secretary of CITEL of any change in the level of their contributions, which must comply with the provisions of this Article.  Any such change shall take effect as of the year immediately following.  Associate members that do not indicate any change shall continue to be considered as being at the previously selected contributory level.
4.
Funds derived from associate membership fees shall be allocated to the budget of the corresponding PCC and used as directed by the respective PCC Chairman to defray expenses of PCC meetings, their groups, and relevant activities of the corresponding PCC.
5.
Associate members shall pay their annual contribution in advance.  The due date for the payment of the annual membership fee is January 1 of the corresponding year; however, for a new associate member, the due date during the first year of membership is thirty days after that Member receives notice of its acceptance as an associate member.  Associate members who pay their membership fees within sixty days after the due date shall be deemed active associate members. Those who do not pay within this time without informing the Executive Secretary on the reasons for such delay shall be deemed passive associate members, and shall have their membership privileges suspended by the Executive Secretary until such time as their accounts are paid up to date. If the Executive Secretary is satisfied with the justification of the delayed payment of fees by a Member, he may extend the deadline for payment up until June 30 of the corresponding year.
6.
Any associate member may renounce membership in any PCC by written notification of such intention to the Executive Secretary. Such renunciation will become effective ninety days from the date of notification.  In such a case, membership fees will be prorated on a yearly basis. Passive associate member that is more than two years in arrears in the payment of membership fees shall be deemed to have implicitly renounced membership effective immediately.
7.
In case of resignation, associate members shall be liable for their fees up until the effective date of renunciation, and likewise, those who are up to date in their fees shall be considered active associate members up until that same effective date.
8. The Executive Secretary shall make all reasonable efforts to collect past due membership fees and shall report on those efforts annually to COM/CITEL.   Membership fees past due for more than three years shall be considered uncollectible and shall be treated accordingly on CITEL’s financial statements. 

9. Fee incomes shall be credited against the outstanding balance of the earliest fiscal year, as is the practice in the OAS.
Article 88
/
Observers and Guests
Observers
1.
Observers in the categories set out in Articles 13, 14, 15, and 16, paragraph 1 may participate as observers to the PCCs on the same terms as prescribed in Regulations for their participation in the meetings of the CITEL Assembly, by appointing their representatives in a written notice addressed to the Executive Secretary, who will inform the Chairman of the corresponding PCC.
2.
Observers in the categories referred to in Article 16, paragraph 2 may participate as observers of the PCCs, subject to the approval of their request to participate by the Chair of the corresponding PCC.  The request to participate shall be presented in writing to the Executive Secretary of CITEL forty-five days in advance of the corresponding meeting. 

3.
Observers referred to in Article 16, paragraphs 1 and 2 may speak at the PCC meetings only when invited to do so by the corresponding presiding officer, because of a special interest or expertise in a specific topic of discussion.  Similarly, such observers may provide written statements on such topics when expressly authorized or requested to do so by the presiding officer.
Guests
4.
An entity involved in telecommunications/ICT or a person with a specific interest in telecommunications/ICT may attend as a guest the meetings of PCCs, its Working Groups, and Ad Hoc Groups under the following conditions:
a.
The person or entity must request the Executive Secretary in writing their interest to participate in a meeting at least forty five days before the meeting.
b.
The Executive Secretary shall inform the corresponding Chairman and the Member States that participate in the group.
c.
If there is no objection and on the instructions of the respective Chairman, the Executive Secretary will extend the corresponding invitation.
5.
The guests, with the authorization from the Chair, and if there is no objection from a Member State attending the meeting, may receive copy of the documents of the meeting and make verbal or written presentations at the meeting.
C.  MEETINGS
Article 89
/
1.
Each PCC shall meet at least once a year at a time and place determined by its respective Chairman.  The meetings of a PCC shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of these Regulations corresponding to the CITEL Assembly, to the extent that such provisions are applicable.
2.
Papers, studies, decisions, and draft resolutions of a PCC which require the consideration of the CITEL Assembly shall be submitted to COM/CITEL at least four months before a meeting of the CITEL Assembly is held.
3.
A PCC may hold private sessions restricting participation solely to Members and associate members. The Chairman of a PCC, a Working Group, or an Ad Hoc Group may convene private sessions during a meeting at his discretion or at the request of a Member State.  However, on the basis of reciprocity, observer organizations may be invited by the Chairman to attend these private sessions, if there is no objection from a Member State.
4.
If for any reason a Regular Meeting of a Permanent Consultative Committees cannot be held in the country chosen by the Chairperson, it shall be held at the seat of the General Secretariat of the Organization, unless one of the Member States, with sufficient advance notice offers to host the meeting, in which case the Chairman of COM/CITEL may agree to hold the meeting in that country.
5.
The Secretary General of the Organization, or by delegation, the CITEL Executive Secretary, shall transmit the notice of convocation of the meeting and the invitations to the participants as soon as the country offering to host the meeting confirms to the CITEL Secretariat the exact date, city and specific location for the meeting.  The country offering to host a meeting shall provide this information to the Executive Secretary, no later than sixty days before the proposed date of the meeting.
Article 90
/
Decisions
1.
In the absence of consensus in the deliberations of the PCCs, draft resolutions shall be adopted in accordance with the Regulations on voting established in Article 97 of these Regulations. In order to approve a resolution, decision or recommendation by vote or consensus, the PCC meeting must have a quorum of one third of the Member States of CITEL.
2.
The approval of any PCC resolution will require the affirmative vote of at least one third of all CITEL Member States.
3.
In addition, PCCs may adopt resolutions, decisions, or recommendations by correspondence provided there are no negative responses from the CITEL Member States and applying such procedures as may be established by COM/CITEL.
--* --
CHAPTER V
THE SECRETARIAT
Article 91

The Secretariat shall be composed of the Executive Secretary, appointed by the Secretary General of the Organization, in consultation with the members of COM/CITEL, and the professional and administrative staff that the Secretary General appoints in accordance with the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.  

Article 92
/
The Executive Secretary of CITEL
1.
The Executive Secretary of CITEL shall be a person highly versed in the subject matter.  The post of Executive Secretary of CITEL is a position of trust, regulated by the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.
2.
In addition to the functions established in the CITEL Statute, the Executive Secretary shall have the following duties:
a.
To prepare the technical documents assigned to him by the organs of CITEL and the working documents for CITEL meetings.
b.
To serve as Technical Secretary of the meetings of the CITEL Assembly and of COM/CITEL.
c.
To see that the minutes, decisions, papers, and draft resolutions of all the organs of CITEL are in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the Organization, the mandates of the General Assembly, the Statute of CITEL, and these Regulations.
d.
To receive official correspondence relating to CITEL, to deal with it appropriately, and to handle communications regarding the work of the Secretariat, informing the Secretary General of the Organization thereof.  Copies of such correspondence shall be sent to the Chairman of COM/CITEL.
e.
To carry out the decisions and tasks that the different organs of CITEL may request.
f.
To cooperate with the Chairman of COM/CITEL in the preparation of the draft agenda for each CITEL Assembly Meeting, as well as in the preparation of the agenda for each COM/CITEL meeting.
g.
To prepare documents, studies, and reports necessary for each CITEL Assembly and COM/CITEL meetings, taking into account the guidelines established in this regard by COM/CITEL.
h.
Once COM/CITEL has decided upon the date and place for the regular and special meetings of the Assembly, to so inform the Member States immediately in writing.
i.
To prepare notices of convocation for the meetings of all CITEL organs.
j.
To cooperate with COM/CITEL in the preparation of the annual report of CITEL to be presented through the Secretary General to the Permanent Council of the Organization for its consideration.
k.
To keep CITEL Member States permanently informed of technical activities in the telecommunications/ICT field, in accordance with the instructions received from the Chairman of COM/CITEL and taking into account the information received by COM/CITEL.
l.
To provide information on the resolutions and decisions of the CITEL Assembly on telecommunications/ICT matters to world or regional governmental or non governmental agencies specializing in telecommunications/ICT, for which purpose a periodic newsletter may be utilized.
m.
To provide a periodic information service, with widespread coverage on the progress of telecommunications/ICT and their development in the American States.
n.
To maintain custody of the files containing the official documentation of all the meetings of the CITEL organs.
o.
To represent the Chairman of COM/CITEL at public or private functions and at meetings of international organizations, when the Chairman so decides.
p.
After consultation with the Chairmen of the Permanent Consultative Committees, to prepare and submit to COM/CITEL an annual preliminary draft budget taking into account the directions given by the previous CITEL Assembly Meeting. 

q.
To supervise the staff of the CITEL Secretariat, in order to ensure the most effective use of personnel.
r.
To prepare and make available to the Member States and associate members by electronic means the resolutions, recommendations, decisions, and declarations of the organs of CITEL.
s.
To prepare annually, for submission to and approval by COM/CITEL, a schedule of meetings covering the coming two-year period. In preparing the schedule of meetings, the Secretariat should take into consideration the schedule of pertinent OAS, ITU and Regional Organizations meetings, and should also coordinate beforehand with the chairpersons of the various committees.
t.
Regularly to prepare and distribute to the Chairman of COM/CITEL and the Chairpersons of PCCs a report on the expenditures paid with CITEL financial resources, including associate membership fees.
-- * --

CHAPTER VI
GENERAL PROVISIONS
A.  TRAVEL EXPENSES
Article 93

Travel expenses for staff members of the General Secretariat of the Organization attending any meeting of the CITEL organs, in order to be charged to CITEL's budget, must be expressly provided for and approved in that budget.
B.  WORKING METHODS OF CITEL
Article 94
/
Schedule of meetings and agendas
1.
Meeting dates should be set well in advance.
a.
COM/CITEL shall set and distribute a calendar of proposed meetings for all CITEL organs, including specific dates and venue.
b.
The calendar of proposed meetings should be drawn up to minimize conflict with major activities of the ITU, and as appropriate, with regional meetings of related standards or development organizations.
c.
To the extent practicable, meetings of CITEL organs provided for in the Statute should be regularized. Additional meetings may be scheduled at the discretion of the Chairmen.
2.
Information about the calendar meetings and meeting notices should be published regularly.
3.
COM/CITEL shall prepare a draft preliminary agenda for each Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly one year in advance.
4.
Chairmen of the PCCs, with the assistance of the Executive Secretary, shall send proposed agendas for the PCC meetings to all participants of the respective committees at least two months prior to the meeting.
Article 95
/
Conduct of meetings and administrative support
1.
The Secretariat shall provide administrative support to prepare for, conduct, and follow up on all the meetings of the CITEL Assembly, COM/CITEL and each of the PCCs in accordance with the budget, and taking into account the level of support provided by the host country to the meetings.
2.
The Chairman’s reports and the technical contributions or proposals to be considered at each PCC Plenary meeting should be made available to all members as they are received, by the most suitable means, prior to the meeting.  Additional technical contributions may be submitted up to the date of the meeting at the discretion of the Chairman.
3.
The Chairman may limit the time for the presentation and discussion of documents, taking into account whether they are information documents or proposals. Information documents shall not be submitted for discussion, but rather comments will be requested thereon which will also be subject to a time limit.  The Chairman will have to respect at all times the right to speak of the Member States and the associate members.
4.
All documents for meetings of the CITEL Assembly and COM/CITEL are to be translated and distributed by the Secretariat to members in final reproducible form, if possible in English and Spanish, as soon as they are available.
5.
Members are encouraged to use modern means of communication to conduct business to the extent possible.  This should be the normal way for working groups and ad hoc groups to work to minimize the number of meetings.
6.
Seminars, ad hoc groups and working groups meetings of each PCC should be scheduled in as much as possible, in conjunction with a relevant PCC Plenary meeting.
7.
Member States or associate members who host seminars, ad hoc groups or working groups that meet independently of a regular PCC meeting shall bear the costs of such meetings, if there are not resources approved for that purpose in the CITEL program-budget.
Article 96
/
Working Procedures governing the activities of the PCCs
1.
The process that determines areas of priority interest among the participants involves holding seminars on topics of interests, and forming ad hoc groups to explore areas that may be subject of permanent working groups.  This process should be used at the PCC level.
2.
Seminars and discussions on topics of interest should be held in conjunction with PCC meetings, with the meetings of Working Groups or Ad Hoc groups, or whenever necessary as agreed with the PCC.
3.
For a Working Group to be created, at least six Member States should undertake to actively participate in its work. The establishment of the Working Group shall be approved by a PCC resolution indicating its scope of interest and mandate.
4.
For an ad hoc group to be created, at least three Member States shall undertake to actively participate in its work.  The establishment of an ad hoc group shall be approved by a resolution indicating its specific tasks, its mandate, its duration, and its working schedule. The same resolution shall include the proviso that the findings of the group shall be reflected in a technical report attaching a draft resolution, decision, or recommendation.
5.
Ad hoc groups shall work up to two consecutive years, their term may be exceptionally extended by the corresponding Committee or by the Assembly when applicable, for a limited period to allow for the completion of tasks.  Eventually, the PCC may transform the ad hoc group into a Working Group, pursuant to the procedure described in paragraph 3 above.
6.
Every Working Group and ad hoc group shall have a Chairman and one or more Vice-Chairmen appointed by the Chairman of the PCC. The Chair and Vice-Chair may be held by either a Member State or an associate member. In the selection of a Chair or Vice-chair, equitable geographic distribution should be taken into account in as far as possible.
7.
All PCC members may attend the meetings of the Working Groups and the ad hoc groups.  However, only those that specifically register as members of the Working Group or ad hoc group may be assured of getting working documents and would be expected to participate actively in the work of the group. The discussions on the working documents and the reports arising there-from shall take place within the meetings held by the Group and shall at all times observe the provisions of the mandate.
8.
The Chairpersons of the Working Groups and Ad Hoc Groups must provide reports in writing and/or verbally at each PCC meeting. The final report presented by any Group shall reflect its results and must be distributed by the Executive Secretariat to the PCC members. The final report cannot be amended by the PCC.  Nevertheless, any proposal for action that might arise as a result of the report must be dealt with by the PCC.
9.
Any actions proposed to the PCC in the form of resolutions, recommendations, or decisions from a Working Group or Ad Hoc Group must be clearly identified and supported in the  Group report.  The report shall state whether the action being proposed has received approval from all the participating members of the Group.
10.
With a view to ensuring their due consideration by the Member States, all draft resolutions, recommendations, or decisions presented to the PCC Plenary meeting by a Working Group or Ad Hoc group shall be distributed, in the working languages of CITEL, to the Member States present at the PCC meeting before the start of the meeting, where they shall be discussed or submitted to a vote.
11.
The plenary of the PCC shall adopt the resolutions or recommendations of the Working Groups by consensus and with the presence of one third of the Members; those measures can be adopted also by correspondence provided that there are not negative answers.
12.
PCCs are allowed to change and adapt their work methods to most efficiently meet the needs of their members, provided they do not contravene the provisions of the CITEL Statute and Regulations.
13.
COM/CITEL shall routinely review the work programs of PCCs and provide advice to the PCC chairmen regarding areas where there is overlap or redundancy and where more coordination among the PCCs is required.  In this regard, the chairmen of the PCCs should routinely coordinate to avoid duplication and to identify areas where formal cooperation between of among PCCs would be useful. Likewise, efforts should be made to ensure that new Working Groups or Ad Hoc groups do not duplicate the work that is being performed by already existing groups.  This may be achieved by reviewing the mandates of the existing groups and taking such actions as may be necessary to effectively coordinate the work of the corresponding Working Groups, Ad Hoc Groups, or PCCs.
14.
PCCs shall regularly evaluate the need to retain their Working Groups and Ad Hoc groups depending on their activities and on the effectiveness of their work, in particular those having failed to submit their report at two consecutive meetings of the PCC. This evaluation may result in a draft resolution whereby:
a.
The group is required to continue its tasks.
b.
The group’s work is terminated.
c.
The group’s scope of activities, mandate or duration is changed.
d.
A new Chairman and/or Vice-Chairman are/is appointed for the group.
e.
Any other action is taken to contribute to achieving the goals sought.
15.
Work shall be performed, insofar as possible, with the use of electronic documents transmission systems.
16.
Both the CITEL Assembly and COM/CITEL may apply the above procedures or any part thereof in establishing their Working Groups or Ad Hoc Groups.
C.  VOTING RULES
Article 97
1.
Where the Statute or these Regulations requires that a decision be taken and a consensus is not reached, there shall be a vote by secret ballot.  The secret ballot rule may be suspended temporarily on a case by case basis, provided that, before the secret vote is begun, a motion is made to suspend the rule, and an absolute majority of the participating Member States approves that motion by a show of hands.
2.
The Chairman may permit a delegate to explain his vote, either before or after the voting, and he may limit the time for such an explanation.
D.  RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Article 98
1.
With a view to maximizing cooperation and coordination in its activities and work, CITEL shall collaborate, through such agreements as it deems pertinent, with technical, governmental, nongovernmental and intergovernmental agencies engaged in activities similar to those contemplated in the objectives and functions of CITEL, set out in Article 3 of the Statute.
2.
When the activities of CITEL are germane to the technical competence of an inter-American specialized organization, the subsidiary organs, agencies, and other entities of the inter-American System, CITEL shall request their cooperation in carrying out those activities.
E.  OTHER PROVISIONS
Article 99
Entry into Force

These Regulations shall enter into force on the date of their approval by the CITEL Assembly and shall govern all meetings of all CITEL organs.
Article 100
Amendments to the Regulations
1.
Proposals to amend these Regulations shall be submitted to the CITEL Assembly for adoption.  Adoption of amendments shall be by an absolute majority of the participating Member States.
2.
When COM/CITEL determines that an amendment is urgent, it may decide to apply that amendment provisionally pending final decision by the CITEL Assembly at its next Regular or Special meeting, in accordance with Article 17(g) of the Statute.
3.
Amendments to these Regulations, once adopted by the CITEL Assembly, shall be presented to the General Assembly of the Organization at its next regular session for its information.
Article 101
Suspension of provisions from Chapter II

The provisions of Chapter II of these Regulations shall apply to all meetings of the CITEL Assembly.  However, in exceptional circumstances, the Assembly may decide by a two-thirds majority vote of the participating Member States to suspend temporarily any provision of Chapter II of these Regulations for the more efficient functioning of the Assembly. This suspension shall not contravene any provision of the Statute.
Article 102
Unregulated matters

Situations and matters not provided for in these Regulations shall be decided by COM/CITEL by an absolute majority vote of the Member States participating in the CITEL Assembly or COM/CITEL members if the Assembly is not in session.  Should the Assembly or COM/CITEL not be in session, they shall be dealt with provisionally by the Chairman, after consulting with the other members of COM/CITEL, until COM/CITEL ratifies this decision at its next meeting.  COM/CITEL shall report all decisions adopted under this Article, to the next Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly.  No decision adopted under this Article can contradict the provisions of the CITEL Statute.
-- * --

ANNEX
/
NAMES OF THE PCCs

In reference to Article 80 of these Regulations, CITEL has the following Permanent Consultative Committees (PCCs):
Permanent Consultative Committee I (PCC.I): Telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICT) (Telecommunications/ICT) 
Permanent Consultative Committee II (PCC.II):
 Radiocommunications including Broadcasting
-- *- -
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: French/English

_________________________________________________________________________________

DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONTRIBUTING TO THE RECONSTRUCTION PROCESS IN HAITI 
IN THE WAKE OF THE JANUARY 12, 2010, MASSIVE EARTHQUAKE

(Approved ad referendum of Brazil at the meeting held on May 7, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING its resolutions, and those of the Permanent Council, on the situation in Haiti; 

recalling also Permanent Council declaration CP/DEC. 44 (1740/10) of February 17, 2010: “Support for the People and Government of Haiti in the Aftermath of the January 12 Massive Earthquake”;

NOTING the needs and priorities established by the Government of Haiti in the “Action Plan for National Recovery and Development of Haiti: Immediate key initiatives for the future,” presented in March 2010 at the International Donors’ Conference Towards a New Future for Haiti, held at United Nations Headquarters in New York and encouraging member states and the Inter-American System to align their activities with the Action Plan; 

REAFFIRMING the importance of the principles adopted at the Montreal Conference in January, 2010 (coordination, sustainability, effectiveness, inclusiveness, accountability and especially, Haitian ownership and leadership);
RECOGNIZING the conclusion of the successful meeting of the Haitian Diaspora held at the OAS in March of 2010;

COMMENDING the support of the members states and the Inter-American System in their response to the earthquake; and

CONSIDERING the mission and expertise of the OAS, particularly in promoting democracy, peace, security, and socioeconomic development, as well as the need to support the rebuilding process in Haiti in the wake of the January 12 massive earthquake,

RESOLVES:

1. To support reconstruction in accordance with the Action Plan presented by the Government of Haiti at the New York Donors’ Conference and the principles adopted at the Montreal Conference, within the OAS mandates in Haiti.

2. To urge Member States to fulfill pledges they have made at the International Donors’ Conference in New York and to coordinate their reconstruction and development initiatives under the leadership of the Haitian Government to ensure optimal coherence and effectiveness.

3. To continue supporting political stability and democracy, in order to facilitate socioeconomic development with equity that takes into account the crosscutting dimension of disaster prevention and mitigation.

4. To request the General Secretariat to focus OAS cooperation with Haiti on capacity building, institutional strengthening, and governance.

5. To request also that the General Secretariat:

a. Continue its work in support of the Government of Haiti in relation to electoral processes and the establishment of the Permanent Electoral Council;  

b. Continue to support the Haitian authorities, especially the National Registry Office (Office National de l’Identification), as part of the process of modernization of civil registration and the issuance of national I.D. cards, and continue to work on transferring the required technical skills to that institution in order to make that process permanent and sustainable;

c. Assist the Haitian authorities upon their request in modernizing the cadastral systems and land-titling processes in order to facilitate development planning, zoning, and security of land ownership with a view to fostering socioeconomic development; and


d. Assist the Haitian authorities, upon their request, with strengthening the process of inclusive and open dialogue on the need for, and scope of constitutional reform and other major governance-related reforms.

6. To request further the General Secretariat to consider adjusting its structures dealing with Haiti, to better respond to OAS mandates in light of the new challenges facing this country and to strengthen internal coordination within the Secretariat, as well as coordination with other partners of the inter-American system

7. To request finally the General Secretariat to report on its activities in Haiti and on the implementation of this resolution.

8. To request the OAS Secretary General to forward this resolution to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

_________________________________________________________________________________

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
AND SMUGGLING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN MINORS 

(Approved at the meeting held on May 12, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:
Resolutions AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09), “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors”; AG/RES. 2432 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors”; AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07), “Hemispheric Cooperation Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons and Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons”; AG/RES. 2240 (XXXVI-O/06), “Combating the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children in the Hemisphere”; AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/O3), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents and Children”; and all other General Assembly resolutions on the subject of trafficking in persons;
The Rio de Janeiro Declaration and Call for Action to Prevent and Stop Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, which arose from the III World Congress against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from November 25 to 28, 2008;
The First World Congress on Restorative Juvenile Justice, held in Lima, Peru, from November 4 to 7, 2009; and 

The outcomes of the XX Pan American Child Congress, held in Lima, Peru, from September 23 to 25, 2009, as well as of the First Pan American Forum of Children and Adolescents in the framework of the “Program to Promote and Defend the Human Rights of Children and Adolescents”;

The XII United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, held in Salvador, Brazil, from April 12 to 19, 2010;

CONSIDERING:

That, in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), the member states reaffirm that the education of peoples should be directed toward justice, freedom, and peace, and promote the strengthening of the civic conscience of the American peoples, as one of the bases for the effective exercise of democracy and for the observance of the rights and duties of man;

The importance of all children having access to education, and the importance of programs that promote enrollment and the retention of the student population in the school system and prevent their dropping out, and of programs that support children who would otherwise be marginalized, discriminated against, and without access to school programs, including aboriginal and other minority children, children with disabilities, working children, and children affected by conflict and other humanitarian emergencies;

That resolution AG/RES. 2240 (XXXVI-O/06), “Combating the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children in the Hemisphere,” specifically includes the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) and other entities of the OAS in the request that work on this subject be coordinated with the Department of Public Security of the General Secretariat;

That the aforementioned resolution takes into account the conclusions and recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held on Isla Margarita, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, from March 14 to 17, 2006, which recall “the governments’ commitment to improve their capacity to identify, investigate, prosecute, and punish those responsible for trafficking in persons, especially in women and children, and to provide due assistance and protection to the victims”;

That resolution AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07), “Hemispheric Cooperation Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons and Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons,” states that “poverty, inequity, and social exclusion in the Hemisphere are factors that make people, especially women and children, more vulnerable to becoming victims of traffickers, who often belong to organized criminal groups operating at both domestic and transnational levels”; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, co-sponsored by the Governments of the Argentine Republic and the Eastern Republic of Uruguay and held in the City of Buenos Aires, from March 25 to 27, 2009, which underscored the need to call attention to the negative action of so-called clients or users of trafficking for sexual exploitation; and the Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, held on February 26, 2010, in Brasilia, Brazil, the final document of which encourages member states to consider, within the framework of their respective national legislation, sanctions or other measures for so-called clients, consumers, or users of trafficking for sexual exploitation and other forms of exploitation of persons;

BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), in Cartagena, adopted the Action Plan 2007-2011, which refocuses the work of the Institute on meeting current challenges faced by society;

RECALLING the resolutions adopted by the Directing Council of the IIN on the prevention and eradication of child commercial sexual exploitation and the smuggling of and trafficking in minors, particularly resolution CD/RES. 10 (82-R/07), adopted at the 82nd Regular Meeting, held on July 26 and 27, 2007, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, which established the “Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Illegal Trafficking,” entrusted the Director General of the IIN with developing a joint work proposal within the framework of that initiative, and supported the creation of an observatory in this area;

RECOGNIZING:

The progress already made in the IIN in fulfillment of its mandates in the framework of implementation of the Action Plan 2007-2011, which has been reported on in the Institute’s annual reports to the General Assembly and to the Permanent Council; and

That for several years the OAS General Secretariat has been implementing programs to combat trafficking in persons and that it has staff devoted to this task; and

BEARING IN MIND that the IIN has implemented the first and the second phase of the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Illegal Trafficking, and that it is beginning the third phase,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the progress made in implementing the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Illegal Trafficking; and to urge the Institute to continue to implement that Program, in keeping with the schedule established therein.

2. To entrust the Secretary General with continuing to coordinate the implementation of this program directly with the IIN, the Trafficking in Persons Section of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and, where appropriate, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and additionally with receiving support and advice from other competent organs and agencies of the Organization of American States.

3. To acknowledge the work carried out by the Inter-American Institute to modernize the Inter-American Observatory on Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Other Forms of Violence against Children and Adolescents, including the publication of a virtual newsletter titled “Annaobserva,” which enables states to receive periodic updated news in this area.

4. To take note of the document resulting from the Virtual Course-Workshop on best practices in dealing with the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents,” held in 2009, which covers the experiences of Argentina, El Salvador, and Guatemala; and to urge the IIN to continue promoting the dissemination of this type of activity.

5. To welcome the creation, in 2009, of a Special Electronic Newsletter on Violence, in keeping with the goals of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as the portal titled “Our voice in colors,” an innovative tool within the OAS that, for the first time, provides an exclusive, permanent forum for children’s participation.

6. To request the IIN to continue to provide advice to member states that so request in their efforts to adopt or amend their domestic legislation, regulations, and procedures to combat commercial sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control, as well as in human resource training and technical assistance to national committees and other entities that seek to prevent and eradicate this crime.

7. To urge the member states, permanent observers, international financial institutions, regional and subregional organizations, and civil society organizations to contribute to financing this Program and to the Specific Fund of the Inter-American Observatory on Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Other Forms of Violence against Children and Adolescents.

8. To urge the member states to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the international instruments relating to the fight against commercial sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors in the Hemisphere, among them the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention), adopted in 2000, and the Protocol thereto to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, adopted in 2000; the Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted in 1989, and the Optional Protocol thereto on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, adopted in 2000; the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, adopted in 1980; the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors, adopted in 1994; and the Inter-American Convention on the International Return of Children, adopted in 1989; and to urge the states parties to take the necessary measures to fulfill in due course their obligations under these instruments.

9. To promote among the member states the adoption and implementation of protocols for the repatriation of minors who are victims of trafficking, defining the procedures to be followed by governments as guarantors of the best interest of children, based on principles enshrined in domestic and applicable international law.

10. To urge the member states to establish and, where appropriate, strengthen, programs for comprehensive and inter-disciplinary care for child victims of commercial sexual exploitation, smuggling, and trafficking, especially those that have contracted HIV/AIDS, as measures to be considered in order to mitigate its varied consequences.

11. To request the IIN to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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_________________________________________________________________________________

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Approved at the meeting held on May 12, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2336 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere;”

RECALLING previous resolutions adopted by the General Assembly on the subject of promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere, AG/RES. 2483 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2336 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2194 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2123 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2013 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1953 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 1871 (XXXII-O/02);

BEARING IN MIND the commitment made by the Heads of State and Governments in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, in which they recognized that “sustained economic growth, with equity and social inclusion, is an indispensable condition to create jobs, fight extreme poverty, and overcome inequality in the Hemisphere. To achieve these ends, it is necessary to improve transparency and the investment climate in our countries, build human capital, encourage increased incomes and improve their distribution, promote corporate social responsibility, and foster a spirit of entrepreneurship as well as strong business activity”; 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the private sector, civil society organizations, indigenous groups, local communities, and academic institutions play a central part in and may benefit from efforts by member states to promote, disseminate, and encourage the principles and guidelines advancing corporate social responsibility; 
RECOGNIZING that member states are responsible for good governance and the promotion and implementation of legislation that meets the needs of their citizens;

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that while companies and civil society play an important part in and share responsibilities for promoting and respecting the observance of human rights within their spheres of influence, governments have the ultimate responsibility for upholding the rule of law and implementing their human rights obligations;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that a number of multilateral forums, including the Group of Eight (G8), the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the Summit of the Americas, and the United Nations, are taking important steps to foster and promote responsible corporate practices;

RECOGNIZING as well the ongoing efforts of the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank to encourage and advance good corporate practices with stakeholders and governments; and

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION ALSO the implementation by the Organization of American States (OAS) through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of programs promoting corporate social responsibility (CSR) in small and medium-sized enterprise (SMEs) and other participating stakeholders,

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the holding of the VII Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility:  “Facing Challenges with Responsibility,” held in Punta del Este, Uruguay, (December 1-3, 2009),  and regional workshops and roundtables on corporate social responsibility, organized by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS), in which international experts on different aspects of corporate social responsibility, as well as private sector representatives, government officials, civil society organizations, and academics participated “…with a focus on how CSR in tough times, can contribute to overcome challenges as well as to capitalize on unforeseen business opportunities.”

2. 
To take note of the holding of the regional workshops and round table dialogue on corporate social responsibility organized by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS), including most recently “Promoting Corporate Social Responsibility in Small and Medium Enterprises in the Tourism and Extractive Sectors,” held in Cancun, Mexico  (February 23-25, 2010).

3.
To encourage member states to support OAS/SEDI CSR programs and initiatives to promote CSR principles and guidelines that contribute to information exchange and capacity-building and enable member states to promote CSR in their own private sector communities, as well as capacity-building and promotion of corporate social responsibility among the private sector communities of the member states.

4. 
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to report to the member states on programs and initiatives on corporate social responsibility (CSR) that it seeks to develop for the implementation of this resolution, thereby contributing to the exchange of information on the subject.

5.
To urge member state governments to promote corporate social responsibility programs and initiatives, with special emphasis on their respective value chains and on community engagement; to become more knowledgeable about existing internationally recognized voluntary principles and guidelines, as well as private-sector initiatives in this area; and to support and join in the implementation of such principles and initiatives.

6.
To further urge member states to promote the use of applicable corporate social responsibility initiatives, guidelines, tools, and best practices, including: the Organization of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, the Tripartite Declaration of Principles concerning Multinational Enterprises and Social Policy of the International Labour Organization (ILO), the United Nations Global Compact, the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights, and the principles contained in the ILO Resolution on the Promotion of Sustainable Enterprises, and all those in fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals (UN).

7.
To invite the member states to promote as appropriate, best corporate practices in environmental stewardship and social responsibility with stakeholder engagement, particularly in the natural resource extraction and manufacturing sectors; to promote the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights; and to participate in the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), as appropriate.

8.
To invite the member states to support initiatives aimed at strengthening their capacity to manage and develop natural resources in an ecologically sustainable and socially responsible manner.
9. 
To request the Secretary General to work through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to join the efforts of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the World Bank, and other international organizations that contribute to information exchange and capacity-building on existing internationally recognized principles and guidelines to enable member states to be in position to promote CSR initiatives among their own private sector communities.
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_________________________________________________________________________________

DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

(Approved at the meeting held on May 17, 2010)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 2441 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women,” which urged the Secretary General to take measures to support the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and to promote gender equity and equality within the Organization of American States (OAS) and in the Hemisphere;

RECOGNIZING the importance that has been assigned by the Secretary General to the issues of women and gender equality, as well as the support provided to the CIM;

WELCOMING WITH SATISFACTION the future holding of the Thirty-fifth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women, in November 2010, in Mexico, D.F., Mexico;

CONSIDERING:

That resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), which adopted the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), requested the General Secretariat to strengthen the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM by providing it with the necessary human and financial resources, and to help it obtain funds from private sources; and

That resolutions AG/RES. 1451 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1592 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2124 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2161 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2441 (XXXIX-O/09) have repeatedly instructed the General Secretariat and the Permanent Council to make every possible effort to allocate technical, human, and financial resources to the CIM so it would be better equipped to perform its essential activities; and

That the human and financial resources allocated to the CIM are still insufficient for it to comply effectively with all its mandates;

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the Secretary General to support the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its role as a specialized organization of the Organization of American States (OAS) with adequate human and financial resources to strengthen its ability to carry out its growing mandates, in particular those recognized as priorities by the member states.

2. To urge the Secretary General to include in the request for resources CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding, and his invitation to member states and permanent observers, as well as to individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.

3. To ask member states and permanent observers to identify ways and means of supporting the CIM in the fulfillment of its mandates, including through the provision of human resources.

4. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present a work plan including the financial resources needed to fulfill the Commission’s mandates, including those related to the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP).

5. To ask the Secretary General to report, via the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY
(Approved at the meeting held on May 17, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (OEA/Ser.L, CIM/doc.108/10) and that, at its thirty-seventh regular session, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States adopted resolution AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07), in which it proclaimed 2010 the Inter-American Year of Women;

RECALLING:
That, through the adoption of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) [AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00)], the governments of the Hemisphere committed to developing decisive strategies to integrate a gender perspective in all spheres of public life as a way of attaining the ultimate goal of promoting and protecting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, and achieving equality of rights and opportunities between women and men;
That international forums such as the Summits of the Americas, the Special Conference on Security, held in Mexico, and the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Bolivia, have reiterated the mandate to promote gender equity and equality in all areas; and

That this year marks the tenth anniversary of the adoption by the General Assembly of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, through resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), of June 2000; as well as the commemoration of the Inter-American Year of Women; and

CONSIDERING:
The mandate emerging from the aforementioned resolution for the Organization of American States (OAS) to facilitate the integration of a gender perspective into all the work of its organs, agencies, and entities, and to provide support to governments in the systematic compilation and dissemination of statistical data disaggregated by sex;

Resolutions AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2023 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2124 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2192 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2425 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2454 (XXXIX-O/09) which took note of the reports presented by the Secretary General on compliance with the IAP, and, as reflected in those reports, of the results of the actions taken in this respect by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS; and

The efforts that have been made by the Secretary General, with the support of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), to launch the OAS Gender Program and ensure that all OAS staff, especially senior staff in management positions and new staff members who work in priority areas, are given the opportunity to raise their awareness and build their capacity on gender issues,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note with appreciation of the Secretary General’s ninth report on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), submitted in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2454 (XXXIX-O/09); and to urge him to continue with its implementation.
2. To reaffirm its support for the work of the CIM as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on gender equality and women’s rights; and to continue to support the CIM’s efforts at follow-up and implementation of the IAP, including measures and recommendations for continued gender mainstreaming in the ministerial meetings on labor, justice, education, social development, science and technology, and sustainable development, in matters related to leadership, migration, conflicts and peacebuilding, and natural disasters, among others, as well as in the follow-up to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas process, in particular the Fourth Summit of the Americas.
3. Once again to request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by this Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, and the IAP, to continue its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into the work of its special committees, working groups, resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as the case may be, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis.
4. To thank the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for the funds allocated to the project to promote the incorporation of gender analysis into the subsidiary bodies of the OAS General Secretariat and into the Ministries of Labor in the region, including the organization of a series of subregional workshops on gender-responsive strategic planning for personnel of the Ministries of Labor and Gender, within the framework of the 2008-2011 OAS/CIDA Cooperation Plan.

5. To urge the member states to:
a. Continue their efforts to develop public policies, strengthen institutional mechanisms for the advancement of girls and women, including young women, and enforce laws that promote respect for their human rights and gender equity and equality, including equal opportunity for women and men at all levels;
b. Begin or continue, in accordance with their domestic law in all sectors, so as to better understand and address the differentiated impact of policies, programs, and projects on specific populations, among them girls and women, including young women; 
c. Support the CIM in the identification of new and emerging areas to be included in the IAP, within the framework of the four pillars of the OAS, subject to the availability of financial resources, and collaborate with the CIM in developing approaches to address them; and

d. Implement at the national level the agreed actions, in the framework of the Inter-American Year of Women.

6. To urge the Secretary General to:
a. Continue, with support from the CIM, promoting and working on full implementation of the IAP so as to achieve integration of a gender perspective into all programs, activities, and policies of the Organization of American States (OAS);
b. Request the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly their initiatives to mainstream the gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities; and to forward that information to the CIM so that it may be included in the annual report to the General Assembly that is drawn up pursuant to this resolution;
c. To continue to implement, with the support of the CIM, the OAS Gender Program and to give priority, when allocating external resources, to activities that facilitate its expansion.
7. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONSUMER PROTECTION – NETWORK FOR CONSUMER SAFETY 
AND HEALTH IN THE AMERICAS

(Approved at the meeting held on May 21, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:

That Article 39 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that the member states should make efforts to obtain adequate and dependable supplies for consumers, and stable prices that are both remunerative to producers and fair to consumers; and
That at the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, in 2004, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote consumer protection, fair competition, and improved functioning of markets through clear, effective, and transparent regulatory frameworks;

CONSIDERING ALSO the importance of information sharing and the exchange and dissemination of best practices in consumer and health protection among competent organs and agencies, for better integration of public policies related to these areas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That in resolution AG/RES. 2494 (XXXIX-O/09), “Consumer Protection,” the OAS General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to “support . . . reinforcement of existing cooperation mechanisms and other kinds of joint activities among governmental consumer protection agencies” and to coordinate “its activities with those of national consumer protection agencies and other organizations”;

That, in light of aforementioned resolution AG/RES. 2494 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Secretariat convened and held, together with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), a technical consultation on “Consumer Health in the Americas,” on September 14 and 15, 2009;

That on April 15 and 16, 2010, the General Secretariat convened and held, with PAHO, another technical consultation with experts, thus forming a nucleus for assistance to the project for creation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas, in order to share experiences and discuss technical aspects of the project Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas;

That the project Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas consists of three strategic components:  (i) sharing of relevant data on consumer safety and health; (ii) establishment of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System (IAPSWS); and (iii) training and education of agents in consumer safety and health; and 

That the IAPSWS will be implemented in three stages: (a) creation of a Website that will make it possible, in a permanent and secure manner, for health and consumer protection authorities to share, compile, and publish relevant data, that will enable them to promote the right to consumer safety, and that will include principal regional and global warnings about unsafe products; (b) development of a pilot project for implementation of the IAPSWS; and (c) expansion of the IAPSWS; and

MINDFUL that efforts must be coordinated between countries and institutions, both regional and global, in order to ensure more effective protection of consumers and of the right to consumer safety and health, in order to ensure more effective protection of consumer safety and health,
RESOLVES:

1. To thank the General Secretariat, in particular the Department of Special Legal Programs of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) for holding the aforementioned technical consultations and for their cooperation in furthering the topic of consumer health in the Americas. 

2. To request the General Secretariat, in light of the outcomes of the aforementioned technical consultations, to coordinate actions with PAHO, in coordination with other interested international organizations with experience in the field and civil society organizations.
3. To request the General Secretariat to continue making efforts to promote consumer protection and, in particular, to coordinate its activities with those of national consumer protection agencies and other organizations. 

4. To request the General Secretariat to present the results of the first phase of implementation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas to the Permanent Council before the next regular session of the General Assembly.

5. To invite member states, permanent observers, and other donors to support through voluntary contributions the activities undertaken by the General Secretariat in field of consumer protection.

6. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

RECOGNITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR FOR PEOPLE
OF AFRICAN DESCENT 

(Approved at the meeting held on May 21, 2010)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes as one of the principles of the Organization recognition of the fundamental rights of the individual without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex;
That the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man establishes that all men are born free and equal, in dignity and in rights, without distinction as to race, sex, language, creed or any other factor; and

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter proclaims that respect for ethnic, cultural and religious diversity in the Americas contributes to strengthening democracy and citizen participation;

AWARE of the historical bonds and shared experiences which tie together the American and African continents, the fundamental contributions of persons of African descent and their communities in the Americas, and the importance of recognizing and preserving that heritage;
BEARING IN MIND that in February 2005, in recognition of the racial discrimination that persists against persons of African descent in the Americas, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) established a Special Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons of African Descent and on Racial Discrimination, in order to promote the recognition and the rights of those persons;
RECALLING the relevant provisions on people of African descent contained in the declarations of the Summits of the Americas, as well as in the Declaration of the Regional Conference of the Americas (Preparatory meeting for the Third World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance), held in Santiago, Chile, in 2000; and

RECALLING FURTHER the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in 1993, and the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance in 2001;

CONSIDERING that the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution 64/169, “International Year for People of African Descent,” which proclaimed 2011 the International Year for People of African Descent, with a view to strengthening national actions and regional and international cooperation for the benefit of people of African descent in relation to their full enjoyment of economic, cultural, social, civil, and political rights, their participation and integration in all political, economic, social, and cultural aspects of society, and the promotion of greater knowledge of and respect for their diverse heritage and culture; and

CONSIDERING that countries of Africa and the Americas, in the framework of bilateral and multilateral forums, have committed themselves to encourage regional and interregional initiatives to promote democracy, human rights, the rule of law, and the eradication of poverty, hunger, inequality, and social exclusion through the exchange of experiences among their regional organizations and subregional organizations, including the African Union and the Organization of American States, in matters of strengthening democracy and integral development at regional and interregional levels; and

WE REAFFIRM our steadfast commitment to address the scourge of racism, discrimination, and intolerance in our societies as a problem affecting society in general.  To that end, we will continue our efforts to conclude the negotiations for the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/169, “International Year for People of African Descent,” which proclaimed 2011 the International Year for People of African Descent. 

2. To reaffirm the importance of the full and equal participation of people of African descent in all aspects of political, economic, social, and cultural life in the countries of the Americas. 

3.
To reiterate the instructions given to the Permanent Council through resolution AG/RES. 2489 (XXXIX-O/09) to convene a second special meeting on cooperation between the Americas and Africa, with the participation of the African diplomatic corps and representatives of the African Union Commission as well as OAS permanent representatives.

4. To instruct the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting to celebrate International Year for People of African Descent that includes on its agenda, before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, the topic of people of African descent in the Americas.

5. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

COORDINATION OF VOLUNTARY ENLISTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE FOR
DISASTER RESPONSE AND THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER AND POVERTY – 
WHITE HELMETS INITIATIVE 

(Approved at the meeting held on May 21, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Report of the General Secretariat on the White Helmets Initiative and resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2165 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), and declarations AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/DEC. 55 (XXXVII-O/07);

TAKING NOTE of the report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (CP/CSH-926/07); the report on the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (CP/doc.4290/08); the Permanent Council report (CP/INF.5758/08) and the report of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CP/CSH-1039/08), as well as the conclusions and recommendations of the Disaster Aid and Management Workshop, held on February 10, 2009 at OAS headquarters;
RECALLING that the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the First Summit of the Americas, held in Miami in 1994, pledged to create, organize, and finance White Helmets voluntary corps to work at the national level while at the same time being at the disposal of other countries of the Hemisphere and that, during the Fourth Summit, held in Mar del Plata in 2005, they expressed their concern over the increasing intensity of disasters and the impact on human life, infrastructure, and the economy and called for a strengthening of disaster management programs, reaffirming their commitment to combating poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion;

RECOGNIZING the efforts made under the White Helmets Initiative in the pursuit of these objectives and that they were consistent with the principles of the Charter of the Organization of American States, preserving the non-political, neutral, and impartial nature of humanitarian aid;

REAFFIRMING the need to expand and improve networks and mechanisms for cooperation and mutual assistance among member states and subregional, regional, and international organizations, as well as the importance of the involvement of the community and its organizations in the diagnosis of its problems and preparing the tools for prevention and response actions;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the projects promoted by the White Helmets Initiative helped to strengthen the regional humanitarian volunteer corps network and to establish partnerships and enhance cooperation with international and regional organizations such as the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), the General Secretariat of the Ibero-American Summit (SEGIB), and the Association of Caribbean States (ACS);
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO the advisability of fostering coordination and the exchange of experiences in subregional initiatives to establish emergency volunteer corps networks; 
UNDERSCORING the concern of member states regarding the magnitude, frequency, and consequences of natural and man-made disasters, which demonstrate the need to prevent their impact and for rapid and coordinated humanitarian response, with a focus on development and the role White Helmets played in forming the Joint Working Group of OAS member states to discuss the existing regulatory and coordination mechanisms in the area of natural disasters and humanitarian assistance, established by resolution AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09); as well as in the process that led to the creation of the “MERCOSUR Specialized Meeting on Socio-Natural Disaster Reduction, Civil Defense, Civil Protection, and Humanitarian Assistance (REHU)” as a forum for ongoing consultation and cooperation to strengthen and deepen the process of subregional coordination, joining the efforts being carried out by the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), the Coordination Center for the Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC), and the Andean Committee for Disaster Prevention and Relief (CAPRADE);

OBSERVING that the White Helmets Initiative is an effective mechanism that fosters local community partnership in the planning, training, mobilization, and immediate disaster response efforts through the organization of affected communities and the training of local volunteer corps, which was recognized in 2009 by the United Nations General Assembly, through the adoption of resolution 64/75; and 

BEARING IN MIND the assistance provided by the White Helmets Initiative and by other actors in the international community, to Cuba and Haiti in the aftermath of Hurricanes Gustave, Hanna, and Ike during the latter half of 2008, and to Honduras and Guatemala as a result of floods and landslides during the same period of 2009, and the assistance also provided to El Salvador because of the damage caused by Hurricane Ida, to Guatemala as a result of the food crisis, and in the wake of the fires in Saint Lucia and the epidemic outbreaks in Bolivia and Honduras; as well as their supportive presence and that of the international community in Haiti and Chile after the earthquakes that affected those countries in January and February 2010,

RESOLVES: 
0. To reiterate its support for the White Helmets Initiative as an invaluable mechanism in the Hemisphere for disaster prevention, mitigation, and response and the fight against hunger and poverty, instructing the General Secretariat to continue coordinating efforts between the White Helmets Initiative and competent OAS bodies and mechanisms, promoting as well the establishment of working alliances and agreements between other agencies and institutions of the region and the White Helmets Initiative.

1. To encourage the White Helmets Initiative, meanwhile, to continue to foster regional humanitarian cooperation and to share its experiences and best practices in disaster response and preparedness.

2. To reiterate the importance of promoting coordination of subregional emergency volunteer corps initiatives and of strengthening national volunteer corps to enhance the regional humanitarian volunteer corps network, inviting member states interested in doing so to designate focal points for the White Helmets Initiative.

3. To invite member states, should they see fit, to contribute to the OAS Special Fund-White Helmets, recalling that the Fund facilitated the holding of national and international seminars, training workshops, the development of local capacity-building projects, and humanitarian assistance missions in Latin America and the Caribbean in recent years.

4. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
PROMOTION AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY:
FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER
(Approved at the meeting held on May 21, 2010)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
REAFFIRMING the provisions and essential purposes and principles identified in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS);
SHARING the conviction expressed in the Declaration of the Latin American and Caribbean Unity Summit that democracy is one of our region’s most valued conquests and that the peaceful transmission of power through constitutional means and in strict compliance with the constitutional rules of each of our states is the product of a continuous and irreversible process in which the region admits no interruptions or setbacks;

AWARE that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes in its preamble “that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace and development of the region” and that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is “[t]o promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of non​intervention”;
AWARE ALSO that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[e]very State has the right to choose, without external interference, its political, economic, and social system and to organize itself in the way best suited to it, and has the duty to abstain from intervening in the affairs of another State.  Subject to the foregoing, the American States shall cooperate fully among themselves, independently of the nature of their political, economic, and social systems”; 
RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “[t]he peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it” and that “[d]emocracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas”;
RECALLING ALSO that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society and recognizes the importance of the continuous development and strengthening of the inter-American human rights system for the consolidation of democracy;
AWARE that Article 34 of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[t]he Member States agree that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development”;
RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[e]ssential elements of representative democracy include, inter alia, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, and the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government”;
REAFFIRMING that the participatory nature of democracy in our countries in different aspects of public life contributes to the consolidation of democratic values and to freedom and solidarity in the Hemisphere;

RECOGNIZING ALSO the importance for the OAS to continue developing programs and activities oriented to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, as well as the convenience for the OAS to consult and cooperate on a continuous basis with member states;
RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[t]he promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere”;
BEARING IN MIND that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights express the values and principles of liberty, equality, and social justice, which are inherent to democracy;
RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of its Fifth Anniversary”; AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2480 (XXXIX-O/09) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”;
HAVING SEEN the reports of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/doc.4024/05), AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/CISC-182/05), AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O-05), and the reports of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/CISC-174/05) and AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), as well as the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08);
TAKING NOTE that the Declaration of Mar del Plata, “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, reaffirmed the “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”;
RECALLING that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, the Heads of State and Government reiterated their “commitment to the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter” and reaffirmed their “resolve to strengthen their full and effective implementation”;
RECALLING ALSO that in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability,
/ of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to “uphold the principles of and fully implement the Inter-American Democratic Charter”;
CONSIDERING that the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas reaffirmed the Hemisphere’s commitment to democracy and reiterated the commitment to the full application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which constitutes an element of regional identity, and, projected internationally, is a hemispheric contribution to the community of nations; and also recognized that corruption and impunity weaken public and private institutions, erode social values, undermine the rule of law, and distort economies and the allocation of resources for development;
REAFFIRMING solidarity and inter-American cooperation as an effective means of promoting and strengthening democratic governance in the respective countries;
BEARING IN MIND the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas [AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03)];
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2195 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening Political Parties and Other Political Organizations for Democratic Governance”;
CONSIDERING the report of the special meeting of the Permanent Council on the topic “Civil society and strengthening a democratic culture,” which that took place on March 14, 2008, as mandated by resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07);
RECALLING that the Declaration on Security in the Americas reaffirmed the commitment of states to full observance of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, to its values, and to its system for the protection of human rights, and recommended that action be taken to promote democratic culture in keeping with the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
TAKING NOTE of the three forums on democratic stability organized by the General Secretariat, which took place in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic (June 2006), Santiago, Chile (January 2007), and Lima, Peru (December 2007); and
TAKING NOTE ALSO of the report “Best Practices in OAS Electoral Observation, 2004-2007” (CP/CG-1739/08), presented by the General Secretariat to the General Committee on May 1, 2008, as mandated by resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07),
RESOLVES:
1. To continue promoting democratic cooperation in order to support member states, at their request, in their efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, values, practices, and governance, fight corruption, enhance the rule of law, bring about the full exercise of human rights, and reduce poverty, inequity, and social exclusion.
2. To reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human rights is a prerequisite for a democratic society, and that it is important to continue to develop and strengthen the inter-American human rights system.
3. To reaffirm, as applicable, the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and, in this context, to reiterate the request to the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is called for in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
4. To recognize the importance of promoting the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture; and to request the General Secretariat to continue supporting this objective through training programs to promote the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture, on the basis of Articles 26 and 27 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  In this context, to instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting the Permanent Council and the member states in the execution of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices and its Plan of Action.
5. To reaffirm, as applicable, the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of Its Fifth Anniversary.”
6. To instruct the General Secretariat to support programs designed to prevent and fight corruption, contributing to foster accountability, efficiency, and integrity in the exercise of public service, with a view to strengthening a culture of transparency and ensuring more efficient public management.
7. To highlight the substantive contribution made by the OAS to the strengthening and development of electoral processes and systems in the member states, through OAS electoral observation missions, electoral advice, and technical cooperation, upon the request of a member state and consistent with the Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation.
8. To request the General Secretariat to provide assistance to member states that so request in the implementation of recommendations contained in the reports of OAS electoral observation missions.
9. To encourage donors to pursue, through the General Secretariat, a coordinated donor approach to the support of OAS electoral observation missions in order to facilitate the early planning of missions.
10. To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so request, and promote cooperation and dialogue between these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the field of information and communications technology (ICTs) and e-government.
11. To encourage member states to design and implement educational programs that promote a culture of dialogue and communication, as well as civic education programs that include concepts such as ethics, transparency, and public information, with a view to contributing to the strengthening of a democratic culture.
12. To request the General Secretariat and the member states to continue to promote a hemispheric discussion of issues related to democratic governance, through dialogue, forums, and seminars.
13. To recognize the important role of participation of all sectors of society, including civil society, in the consolidation of democracy, and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies; and, in that regard, to instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with broad participation by all sectors of society, including civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as well as the themes, outcomes, and recommendations of the meetings held at the OAS in March 2008 under the theme “Partnering with civil society.”
14. To instruct the Permanent Council to organize and carry-out a dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to submit the results and/or progress of the same during 2011, to commemorate the 10th anniversary of its adoption.

15. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
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_________________________________________________________________________________

DRAFT RESOLUTION

TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES ON THE YOUTH
OF THE AMERICAS 

(Approved at the meeting held on May 21, 2010)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

WELCOMING the appointment of a Focal Point on Youth and the establishment of an Inter-Departmental Working Group on Youth within the General Secretariat; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That, through resolution A/RES/64/134, the United Nations declared the year beginning August 12, 2010, the “International Year of Youth: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”;

That the Government of Suriname hosted the Special CARICOM Summit on Youth Development on January 29 and 30, 2010, in Paramaribo, Suriname;

That the Government of Brazil hosted the Pre-conference of the Americas in Salvador, Bahía, from May 24 to 26, 2010, in preparation for the World Youth Conference; 
That the Government of Mexico will host the World Youth Conference from August 23 to 27, 2010, in León, Guanajuato, Mexico; and
That in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain,
/ the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to the 2008 Declaration of Medellin on Youth and Democratic Values [AG/DEC. 57 (XXXVIII-O/08)]; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values, the member states declared their commitment to foster among the youth of the Americas the values set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so as to strengthen their political, social, and economic participation in the framework of a democratic society; 
NOTING that in the Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values, the member states requested the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider convening an Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities responsible for Youth before the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration of Medellin, the member states requested the General Secretariat to mainstream the youth perspective into the programs and activities of the OAS; and

TAKING NOTE of the results of the Special CARICOM Summit on Youth Development, held on January 29 and 30, 2010, in Paramaribo, Suriname, and of the Pre-conference of the Americas, held in Salvador, Bahía, from May 24 to 26, 2010, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To continue to attach a high priority to youth development in the Americas; and to take all necessary steps to mainstream the youth perspective into the programs and activities of the Organization of American States.

2. To follow with attention and support the World Youth Conference, which will be held in León, Guanajuato, Mexico, from August 23 to 27, 2010. 

3. To request the General Secretariat to compile and present to a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), the results of the Special CARICOM Summit on Youth Development, the Pre-Conference of the Americas, and the World Youth Conference, and initiate consultations with member states on the implementation of said priorities. 

4. To request the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), to consider the possibility of convening an Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities responsible for Youth before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in 2011, taking into account the report by the General Secretariat containing the compilation of priorities and the results of the consultation process.

5. To further request the General Secretariat to pursue collaboration and partnerships on youth development issues with member states, as well as regional and international organizations. 

6. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
DRAFT RESOLUTION

HUMAN RIGHTS AND OLDER PERSONS

(Approved at the meeting held on May 21, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:

That the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaims that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in that instrument, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or other status; and

That the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man establishes that every human being has the right to life, liberty, and the security of his person;

REAFFIRMING the importance of the principles of universality, indivisibility, and interdependence of human rights;

CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States proclaims that the historic mission of the Americas is to offer to man a land of liberty and a favorable environment for the development of his personality and the realization of his just aspirations and that the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income, and the full participation of peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, inter alia, basic objectives of integral development;

RECALLING the results of the Second World Assembly on Ageing (Madrid, 2002) and the two regional intergovernmental conferences (Santiago, 2003, and Brasilia, 2007), and resolution AG/RES. 2455 (XXXIX-O/09), Human Rights and Older Persons;

EMPHASIZING that in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain,
/ the Heads of State and Government of the Americas pledged to continue “working to incorporate issues of aging into public policy agendas” and to promote “in the regional framework and with support from PAHO and ECLAC, a review of the feasibility of preparing an inter-American convention on the rights of older persons”;

NOTING that population aging is a complex age-related reality that poses new challenges for states as to the particular way in which the specific needs of older persons are addressed, and that therefore their rights warrant special international promotion and protection;

RECALLING that many countries have special laws and regulations to benefit older persons and that specific needs and concerns have been incorporated into public policies, which could be shared and articulated through dialogue and through more intensive and more effective cooperation;

REAFFIRMING full respect for the rights of all persons, with inclusion and equity, and without discrimination by reason of age; and
HAVING SEEN the draft agenda for the special meeting of the Permanent Council on human rights and older persons (CP/CAJP-2801/10 rev. 1), 

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate its request to the Permanent Council to convene for the second half of 2010 the special meeting of national representatives and experts from the academic sector and civil society, as well as from international organizations, for the purpose of sharing information and best practices and examining the feasibility of preparing an inter-American convention on the rights of older persons.
2. To encourage the Pan American Health Organization to continue its cooperation with the OAS General Secretariat to promote regional cooperation, inter alia by identifying best practices for designing public policies that address the specific needs of older persons in the Hemisphere. 

3. To reiterate its concern over the lack of studies and reports at the hemispheric level on specific institutions and mechanisms related to the problems of older persons, especially violations and infringements of their rights, which makes it necessary to move forward in the creation of international instruments for proper evaluation of their problems and in the adoption of measures for their protection. 
4. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24287E01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24432E04�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24430E03�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24431E03�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24427E05�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24492E01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24567E04�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24568E05�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24714E01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24657E03�








� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24647E06�











� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24654E03�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24659E09�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24716E01�








�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.
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�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.
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