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Inter-American Programme for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children AG/RES. 2686 (XLI-O/11)
Amongst the resolutions of the General Assembly which constitute mandates to the IIN in this area, of particular note is AG/RES. 2432 (XXXVIII-O/08) of 3 June 2008, in which it is resolved to note with satisfaction the decision of the Directing Council of the IIN[1] to instruct the Director General to develop an “Inter-American Programme for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children”.

In accordance with the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 2548 (XL-O/10) on the “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children”, issued at the fortieth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, a report was submitted to the Permanent Council (December 2010) and to the forty-first regular session of  General Assembly of the OAS, as an appendix to the IIN’s 2010 Annual Report, through an executive version of the Tenth Report to the Secretary General of the OAS on this subject.

For its part, the General Assembly, meeting in San Salvador (5-7 June 2011), approved resolution AG/RES. 2686 (XLI-O/11) on “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children”, on the basis of a draft resolution submitted by the delegation from Uruguay and jointly sponsored by the delegations of Panama, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Bolivia and Paraguay.

This resolution notes the progress achieved in the implementation of the “Inter-American Programme for the Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Commercial Exploitation, Illegal Trafficking and Trade in Children and Adolescents” and requests the IIN to submit a further report at the next regular session. In compliance with this mandate, a description is provided below of the principal activities carried out within the framework of the programme in 2011.
In order to enhance the clarity of this report, we shall base our outline on the work areas of the Inter-American programme; namely: 
Work area 1:  Compilation and update of information regarding CSEC in the region, to be made available to States Party.

Work Area 2:  Generation of information and knowledge on the subject of CSEC, which will aid States Party in the design and implementation of their policies and action in addressing this problem.
Work area 3:  Training human resources and providing specialized technical assistance to member states.

Prior to the description of activities carried out in each Area, it should be noted that at the 86th Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN, held in Montevideo, Uruguay, a new Action Plan was adopted for 2011-2015. This Plan contains a proposal for the continuity of the activities related to the Inter-American Programme, broadening their scope and improving the protection of children against the new forms of commercial sexual exploitation in the continent. In short, the purpose sought is that the states should develop specific strategies in line with their legislation and with international recommendations in the area–particularly, following up on the Third World Congress–in order to promote, watch over and restore the human rights of children in the face of current forms of commercial sexual exploitation. Action proposed is classified in keeping with the areas mentioned above.


Work Area 1 – Compilation and update of information regarding CSEC in the region, to be made available to States Party.
The following activities have been carried out between March 2011 and February 2012 in this Area:

Launching of the updated version of ANNAObserva, the website of the “Inter-American Programme for the Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Commercial Exploitation, Illegal Trafficking and Trade in Children and Adolescents”. The website redesign was carried out by means of a contribution from the State of Azerbaijan. The updated site enables greater audience interaction and more functional access to available papers. In addition, information was continuously updated during the course of 2011.

Production and dissemination of bimonthly ANNAObserva newsletters (paragraph 7 of the RES): Thematic and informative newsletters have been published since 2010 and are widely circulated over this network in Spanish and in English, but also reach a wider audience through the IIN’s communications database. In 2011, three newsletters were published, addressing different areas (www.annaobserva.org), and were widely circulated through the liaison officer network. At present, Newsletter 1, 2012, is being produced and publication is anticipated for mid-March. It will make possible the broad dissemination of the most significant recommendations and matters arising from the Tenth Report to the SG.

Production and dissemination of the Special Newsletter on Violence. Since 2010, and in view of the growing presence of violence in the region’s childhood policy agenda, the IIN has been publishing a special newsletter on the subject.

The publication for 2011 was published in August and contains articles that attempt to contribute information on the new forms of violence. It includes subjects such as the challenges to juvenile criminal justice, the Internet as a new arena for the expression of violence, recantation as an expression of institutional violence that jeopardizes children’s access to justice and the analysis of new legislation prohibiting violence towards children adopted by the states in the region. 

Work Area 2 – Generation of information and knowledge on the subject of CSEC, which will aid States Party in the design and implementation of their policies and action in addressing this problem.
Eleventh Report to the Secretary General of the OAS on action undertaken by member states to combat sexual commercial exploitation of children in the Americas

In accordance with the mandate received from the General Assembly (AG/RES. 1667 [XXIX-O/99] of 7 June 1999), the Institute submits its report annually to the Secretary General of the OAS, on action undertaken by member states to combat sexual commercial exploitation of children (CSEC) in the Americas. During 2011, the operational version of the Tenth Report on “The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and the Internet” was circulated and the Eleventh Report was produced. In answer to a concern expressed by the states and contained in the Rio de Janeiro Pact (2008), this report refers specifically to the subject of rights restitution for CSEC victims. It is based on a bibliographical analysis and on information contributed by the states through a questionnaire sent to them for that purpose. In turn, the outputs produced in this area provide content to nourish the training of human resources as described in Area 3.


Work area 3 – Training human resources and providing specialized technical assistance to member states.

Semi-distance course on the commercial sexual exploitation of children (Paragraph 7 of the RES).

As in 2010, the course was carried out in two stages. The first stage was online and lasted seven weeks; in the second stage, participating states organized the face-to-face component of the course. In 2011, the states of Chile, El Salvador, Paraguay, and Uruguay took part in this workshop (about 160 people). This activity was very positively evaluated both by participating States and by the operatives who received the training. On March 1the states were sent an invitation to participate in the 2012 version of the course.
Technical assistance for Paraguay in order to produce a National Plan for the Prevention and Eradication of CSEC 2011-2016 (Paragraphs 11 and 12 of the RES).

Paraguay’s Intersectoral Panel to combat abuse and sexual exploitation of children requested the IIN’s support in producing a Second Plan against sexual exploitation in the country. The financial support of the People’s Republic of China made it possible to provide this technical assistance, which led to an Action Plan adopted by the Social Cabinet of the Republic of Paraguay. 

Recently, the IIN made progress regarding an agreement of cooperation with the Republic of Chile in order to provide technical assistance in the training of human resources and the production of a new Action Plan against CSEC.

It is our understanding that other member states may request technical assistance, to which the IIN will respond as its resources allow.

2nd Regional Meeting on the “Prevention, Protection and Restitution of Child Rights against Commercial Sexual Exploitation in the Caribbean” (Paragraphs 6 and 9 RES).
With regard to activities involving the identification, analysis and exchange of experiences, the 2nd Regional Meeting was held on 6 and 7 July 2011, constituting one of the activities which Jamaica is promoting in order to update its National Plan against violence. This 2nd Meeting was organized by IIN, the Child Development Agency (CDA) and the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), and funded by CIDA in the context of the public policy component of the project on the “Promotion and Protection of Child Rights in the Inter-American System”. 

Delegations from 12 member states from the Caribbean participated: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. A total of about 150 people attended.
In addition to the presentations of the delegations, there were speakers from international organizations and agencies such as the UNICEF (TACRO) Regional Office, the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children (ICMEC), as well as national specialists.  

After this 2nd Regional Meeting, work began on the organization of the 3rd Meeting, which will assemble the states in the Southern Sub-Region and is expected to be held in Asunción, Paraguay, during the course of this year. On this occasion, the key subject will be strategies for the restitution of rights for the victims of CSEC and trafficking.
A network of contacts directly related to the issue of commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) (Paragraph 11 of the RES).

The ANNAObserva network now has liaison officers in 30 member states. Namely: Argentina, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Brazil, Belize, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts & Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela. The ANNAObserva network facilitates the activities of the programme, ensuring that the appropriate actors are reached, providing the IIN with information and publishing its activities.

The 3rd Meeting in Jamaica provided an incentive to the network and enabled it to extend throughout the Caribbean states.

“Our Voice in Colours” Portal (Paragraph 10 of the RES). 

This portal, which attempts to foster child participation in the area of public policies that concern them, in keeping with the recommendations of the Third World Congress against Child Sexual Exploitation, has continued its activities throughout 2011. It constitutes an innovative tool in the context of the OAS, where an exclusive and permanent arena for child participation is made available for the first time. In Action Plan 2011-2015, adopted at the 86th Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN, the concept of child participation is reaffirmed as a focal point that is mainstreamed into all action and policies for the protection of children. With this background, the portal has been reorganized and now provides enhanced opportunities for interaction, transmits to groups of adolescents short messages which strengthen the idea of self-care in the face of CSEC-related hazards, and receives feedback from them.

Lastly, the resolution (paragraph 15) urges member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, or adhering, as the case may be, the international instruments related to combating the commercial sexual exploitation of children, and the fight against unlawful smuggling and trafficking in children. States Party are urged to take the necessary steps to fulfil in a timely manner the obligations contained in these instruments, by adjusting their legal frameworks and strengthening comprehensive and interdisciplinary care programmes for children who are victims of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking.

In this regard, the IIN has provided legal advice to the authorities of the states that have requested it. At the same time, the 2nd Sub-Regional Meeting in Jamaica constituted an opportunity to discuss this need among the representatives of the Caribbean states.


With regard to paragraph 15 of the RES, it should be reported that the IIN has received the following contributions to the Inter-American Programme:

Contribution from the Government of the People’s Republic of China to the Specific Fund for the “Inter-American Programme for the Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Commercial Exploitation, Illegal Trafficking and Trade in Children and Adolescents”

Through this contribution, the IIN was able to print and disseminate, in Spanish and in English, the Tenth Report to the Secretary General of the OAS on action undertaken by member states to combat sexual commercial exploitation of children in the Americas[2]. It was also possible to provide support and technical advice to the member state of Paraguay in drafting its National Plan against the commercial sexual exploitation of children, as described above.
On 29 November 2011, the government of the People’s Republic of China delivered to the Organization of American States (OAS) a further contribution in support of the Organization’s programmes, including the IIN’s activities related to the “Inter-American Programme for the Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Commercial Exploitation, Illegal Trafficking and Trade in Children and Adolescents”

This contribution will enable the development of a number of activities and outputs anticipated for 2012.

Contribution from the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Specific Fund for the “Inter-American Programme for the Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Commercial Exploitation, Illegal Trafficking and Trade in Children and Adolescents”
In 2011, this state made a donation of US$10,000 to the IIN. With this contribution, the Institute was able to set up and update the website for the Inter-American programme. In 2012, it is planned to use these resources in order to finance technical assistance to member states requesting it.
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1.	CD/RES. 10 (82-R/07), adopted at the 82nd Regular Meeting, Cartagena de Indias, 26-27 July 2007.


2.	A link is provided in order to access the report online, either in Spanish:


 �HYPERLINK "http://www.annaobserva.org/web/public/pdf/X_Informe_esp.pdf"�http://www.annaobserva.org/web/public/pdf/X_Informe_esp.pdf� or in English:


 �HYPERLINK "http://www.annaobserva.org/web/public/pdf/X_Informe_eng.pdf"�http://www.annaobserva.org/web/public/pdf/X_Informe_eng.pdf� 
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