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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT ON FOLLOW-UP TO THE MANDATES OF RESOLUTION “COORDINATION OF VOLUNTARY ENLISTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE FOR DISASTER RESPONSE AND THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER AND 
POVERTY – WHITE HELMETS INITIATIVE” AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10)

(Presented by the Department of Sustainable Development of the 

Executive Secretariat for Integral Development)

I. Introduction 

This report was prepared and presented in compliance with the terms of operative paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10).
II. Background

The activities carried out in response to the mandates set forth in AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10) were financed with resources from the Special Fund set up with voluntary contributions from the government of the Argentine Republic, which totaled US$227,985.45 during the 2010-2011 period.

AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10) also refers to the report of the General Secretariat on the White Helmets Initiative, to resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2165 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), and to declarations AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/DEC. 55 (XXXVII-O/07).

In 2010, the White Helmets Commission of Argentina’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, working with technical assistance from the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, through its Risk Management and Climate Change Adaptation Section, drew up a proposal for the OAS White Helmets Program. The proposal was approved by the Project Evaluation Committee that same year. The program guides the actions of the White Helmets Initiative in accordance with the provisions of AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10) and interconnects it with the programmatic vision of the OAS General Secretariat.

III. Compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10) 

This report describes the evolution of the Initiative, from the adoption of the resolution at the fortieth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, held in Lima, Peru, in 2010, and continuing with the series of regular ratifications of the WHI extended by the General Assembly since 1995, when it was first adopted by the OAS General Assembly.

Over this two-year period, the efforts of the White Helmets Initiative included the following: 
1.
Establishing ties between the WHI and various international agencies involved in coordinating international humanitarian assistance; 

2.
Strengthening the subregional agencies involved in disaster risk management, including the creation of their Forum on Coordination and Cooperation; and

3.
Contributing to the creation of regional coordination and response tools.

The White Helmets Initiative strengthened its agreements and strategic alliances with other agencies, organizations, and bodies, and it carried out projects, missions, and humanitarian assistance actions in the Hemisphere.

Of particular note are the permanent assistance rendered by the Helmets Initiative to the Republic of Haiti and the missions deployed since June 2010 in El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, following the passage of Tropical Depression Twelve-E; in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Venezuela, as a result of the floods that affected their territories; and in Jamaica and Saint Lucia, on account of the damage caused by Tropical Storm Nicole and Hurricane Thomas, respectively; together with the projects for the development of risk management volunteers in Guatemala and for strengthening the emergency systems in El Salvador and in the Dominican Republic.
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