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1. Follow-up on institutional topics: AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07), “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean”
· Towards the Security of Small Island States in the Caribbean – A Multidimensional Approach


Mr. Cletus Springer, from the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS, delivered a presentation “Towards the Security of Small Island States in the Caribbean – A Multidimensional Approach,” which has been distributed in document CP/CSH/INF. 166/08.  During his presentation, Mr. Springer pointed out that his presentation was influenced by the General Assembly Resolution 2325 on “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean,” as well as the process of designing the OAS Social Charter. Mr. Springer stated that the aim was to look at the security concerns of small island states through the social spectrum.

· Presentation by the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence


Following Mr. Springer’s presentation, Mr. Christopher Hernandez-Roy addressed the Committee to deliver a general presentation on the work carried out by the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence (IACPV).  Mr. Hernandez-Roy noted that the the IACPV was founded in 2000 by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), the OAS, the US Centres for Disease Control (CDC), the World Bank, UNESCO, and USAID (entered in 2003).  Recognizing that violence in the Americas was a growing social and health problem, the members of the Coalition committed themselves to coordinating and contributing to national efforts aimed at preventing and reducing levels of violence in the region.  Importantly, the members recognized that prevention requires a multi-sectorial approach that responds to the multiple causes that generate violence.


Mr. Hernandez-Roy explained that the OAS (specifically within the Department of Public Security) recently assumed the Secretariat of the IACPV (late 2007). Previously, the Secretariat had been hosted by the IDB (2000 to 2002) followed PAHO (2003 to 2007).



Mr. Hernandez-Roy highlighted that as part of the transition of the Secretariat of the IACPV to the OAS, Secretary General Insulza and PAHO Director Mirta Roses held a high level meeting in February 2007 of the members of the coalition, plus new prospective members.  The purpose of the meeting was to begin discussing the re-founding of the Coalition, this time on a firm legal and financial footing.  The meeting led to the ratification of support from all member organizations confirming continued institutional commitment. The Potential new member organizations which participated in the February meeting included UNICEF, UNDP, UNIFEM, UNHabitat, and UNODC, which subsequently all have expressed an interest in becoming members of the IACPV.


Mr. Hernandez-Roy indicated that some of the IACPV’s accomplishments were contained in the Five Year Progress Report (published in 2005), which has been distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 165/08. Mr. Hernandez-Roy noted that the Technical Committee of the IACPV will son be drafting and updated version of the report. Some of the accomplishments of the IACPV, not included in the Five Year Progress Report, are:
· Universal acceptance of the importance of crime and violence prevention and its impacts on development in the Americas;
· Increased coordination between member organizations including joint projects and collaboration on specific program and policy initiatives that have had positive impacts on both the work and the image of all member institutions;
· Positive recognition from governments and civil society actors of the region to this attempt to increase coordination between key members of the international donor community;
· Sub-regional models established fostering greater collaboration, most notably the fully independent Central American Coalition for the Prevention of Youth Violence;
· Increased international awareness of importance of the role of prevention in addressing youth and gang violence as a compliment to control oriented policies;
· Promotion of youth violence prevention projects throughout Central America and facilitation of continued dialogue between key actors;
· Increased implementation of violence observatories at municipal, national, regional, and hemispheric levels to help measure and analyze violence trends and directly affect public policy decision making;
· Publication of Guide for Developing Municipal Violence Observatories and Violence Observatories Best Practices based on work in 16 countries in the Americas.


The speaker highlighted that he current focus of the Coalition is on providing support to the Secretary General’s initiative for a Ministerial Conference on Crime and Violence in the Americas, recognizing that to accomplish a real reduction of crime and violence rates in the region, the coordination of efforts among these organizations is imperative.  At the meeting of the IACPV held on February 7, 2008, its members agreed to write a report on all of the prevention efforts undertaken by each institution over the past few years and on the basis of these experiences formulate recommendations for consideration at the Ministerial Meeting. 


Mr. Hernandez-Roy noted that AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07), “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean,” in its resolutive paragraph 5, urges member states to work in collaboration with the IACPV in sharing of best practices on violence prevention, and to expand the work in this area through a study on violence prevention in the Caribbean.  In this regard, Mr. Hernandez-Roy explained that his Department had begun preliminary discussions with the Caribbean Child Development Centre of the University of the West Indies, on a proposal for a Caribbean-wide study on violence in schools, building on the work that has been done in Jamaica.   

· OAS initiatives to support the security concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean

Ambassador Denneth Modeste, from the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, addressed the Committee with the initiatives undertaken by the OAS to support the security concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean. His remarks have been distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.167/08. 

· Remarks by member states


The delegation of Brazil highlighted that his country has always had solidarity with the special needs of the small island states, setting as an example the assistance provided in the security for the Cricket World Cup.  The delegate also noted that the vulnerabilities that are present in these small island states are also present, perhaps to a lower extent, in larger countries, including Brazil. 

The delegation of Canada expressed its solidarity for the special security concerns of small island states, and reiterated that Canada is a constructive partner in the application of the concept of multidimensional security, stating some examples of collaboration between the Government of Canada and the Caribbean states. 


The delegate of Argentina, as regards the presentation by Mr. Springer, inquired about the political will to address the security concerns from an integral social perspective – bearing in mind the basic elements that can put into practice this social perspective, including its democratic culture, the parliamentary system of government, and the existence of an economic integration system in the region (CARICOM).  To this end, Mr. Springer noted that the idea is to use the social sphere as the sphere of change (as opposed to the economic sphere), with a focus on the way in which societies, the environment, and economies are linked. Mr. Springer also explained the notion of integrated development and integrated policy development, as is being addressed by the Organization (through the OAS Charter). Mr. Springer also noted that CARICOM formulated a Charter on civil society, and that within the current negotiation of the OAS Social Charter there are new ideas in the area of social change and social development. 

The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago thanked the OAS Member States for the support given to the CARICOM region for the organization of the Cricket World Cup, highlighting the contributions of Brazil, Canada, Colombia and the United States.  The delegate of Trinidad and Tobago inquired the extent of collaboration between the IACPV and CIFTA and CICAD, as these are closely connected in the area of violence prevention.  The delegate of Trinidad and Tobago noted two concerns – the first it the non-reference to the Inter-American Defense Board, as it is one of the organs mentioned AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07) “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean” and the fact there was not an opportunity for the Board to present its activities in the Caribbean; the second concern expressed is the limited capacity of Caribbean states in participating in all the events that are programmed and the need for coordination in scheduling events.  

The delegation of Jamaica pointed out that the peculiar characteristics of Caribbean states, such as being disaster prone, are just a few of the issues that underscores the need to pay special attention to the concerns of small island States.  The delegate stated that Jamaica has taken note of 5-year report of the IACPV, and that coincidentally Jamaica has established a violence prevention alliance aimed at repudiating anti-social behavior, and that her delegation looks forward to the work of the IACPV in this sphere. 


The delegation of the United States, as did preceding delegations, welcomed the reports from the Secretariat delivered during the meeting, and noted that the Secretariat is fully engaged and supportive of the issue of the special security concerns of small island States.  The delegate highlighted the work and collaboration being done between the United States and the Caribbean States, noting specifically the joint initiative between the U.S. and CARICOM on combating the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons and ammunition (CP/INF. 5591/07). 

The delegation of Grenada mentioned the importance of the Declaration of Bridgetown (2002), which highlighted the importance of multidimensional security, and has led the OAS in working in cross-cutting areas in terms of addressing security issues, including the importance of building capacity of states to better deal with issues that they are particularly vulnerable to. The delegate noted some of the OAS activities and initiatives that are of particular interest to Grenada. 

The delegate of Haiti pointed out the need to concentrate more on areas that could be decisive for the special security concerns of small island States, and highlighted the importance of avoiding duplication of efforts. The delegate encouraged the OAS to concentrate more on education and training in order to face security challenges, as well as the importance of fostering information exchange to strengthen the capacity of small island states.

The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda welcomed the 5-year report of the IACPV and inquired about the progress made on the study about violence in the Caribbean as one of the activities of the IACPV. To this end Mr. Hernandez-Roy clarified that the Secretariat of the IACPV has been in exploring with the University of the West Indies to work on a proposal to addressing the issue of violence in schools in Jamaica, with of expanding it in the future to other Caribbean States. 
2. Consideration and approval of agendas for some of the special events to be held in first half of 2008
· Meeting of high-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management [resolution AG/RES. 2314/07 (XXXVII-O/07)]

The Chair introduced the agenda item by reminding delegations that this draft agenda was approved at the Committee’s session held on January 22nd ad referendum from the Delegations of Colombia and Mexico.

The delegate of Venezuela explained the new draft of the agenda, contained in document CP/CSH-936/07 rev. 2, which incorporates the suggestions and comments made by the delegation of Mexico. The delegate suggests that in section II. 1. of this draft agenda the terms "prevention and mitigation" be eliminated. 

The delegation of Colombia stated that they were prepared to accept the agenda as presented at this session, but noted with concern that the Inter-American Defense Board is not included in the agenda. The delegate inquired about the status of the initiative that this Committee addressed some months ago in regards to a letter that the Chair would send to the Inter-American Defense Board to carry-out activities in the area of natural disasters. 

The delegation of Mexico agreed to eliminate the terms "prevention and mitigation" in section II. 1. of the draft agenda being considered, as was requested by the delegation of Venezuela.

The delegate of Venezuela echoed the importance of the Board’s participation during this meeting, and assured that his expressed concern will be one of the important aspects of the meeting. 

The delegation of Jamaica requested that, in section I. 2. c. of the agenda (National mechanisms for community and institutional training in disaster preparedness), particular focus is given to building community capacity and that this issue be reflected in the discussion.  


Mr. Pablo Gonzalez, Chief, Natural Hazard Risk Reduction of the Department of Sustainable Development, explained that, in relation to the concern expressed by the Delegation of Colombia, agenda item II. 1. (Mutual assistance, technical cooperation, and coordination mechanisms for natural disaster reduction), would integrate all members of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction, which includes the Inter-American Defense Board.  This particular session would address the existing mechanisms for the coordination oh humanitarian and general assistance that is provided in response to natural disasters.  With respect to the request made by the delegation of Jamaica on building community capacity in disaster preparedness, Mr. Gonzalez noted that building community resilience is a clear concern of the Department of Sustainable Development, and that the program for this meeting will indeed address the issue of institutional capacity building at the local level, As well as addressing particularly the issue of community resilience. 
There being no further comments from delegations on this agenda item, the agenda for the Meeting of high-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management was approved. 

3. Other business

The Chair informed delegations that two special sessions of the Permanent Council were scheduled for March 13th and 14th, coinciding with two special sessions of the Committee:  The Second Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions to Prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties scheduled for March 13th, and the Third Forum on Confidence-and-Security-Building Measures scheduled for March 14th.  The Chair informed the Committee that given the above, the Committee will need to re-schedule its Special Sessions. 


The Secretariat presented two options for re-scheduling these sessions. The first option presented by the Secretariat would re-schedule the Second Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions to Prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties for Monday, April 7th, and the Third Forum on Confidence-and-Security-Building Measures for Tuesday for Tuesday, April 8th. The Second option presented by the Secretariat is to schedule the Second Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions to Prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties for Monday, April 14th, and the Third Forum on Confidence-and-Security-Building Measures for Tuesday, April 15th. To finalize, the Secretariat reminded delegations that at the time when the special sessions would be rescheduled the Committee would have already begun negotiating resolutions, and noted the importance of scheduling these sessions as early as possible. 
Delegations agreed to the second option, which now schedules the Second Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions to Prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties for Monday, April 14th, and the Third Forum on Confidence-and-Security-Building Measures for Tuesday, April 15th

There being no further business, the meeting was called to a close.
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