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1. Consideration of the Work Plan of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CHS) for the Presentation and Negotiation of Draft Resolutions to be Submitted to the Thirty-Eighth Regular Session of the General Assembly (CP/CSH-966/08)


The Chair presented to delegations a draft Work Plan of the Committee for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the Thirty-Eighth Regular Session of the General Assembly, with the purpose of organizing the work of the Committee and increasing the efficiency of the work carried out for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions. The proposed methodology includes the following series of suggestions: 

a. Limit the time for negotiating each resolution. The timing would depend on the number of resolutions to be considered in each session in order to give each resolution ample time for discussion.

b. Prepare draft resolutions that, if possible:

· Contain less number of preambular and operative paragraphs. 

· Avoid repetition of identical paragraphs in different resolutions.

c. If special sessions are being proposed, take into consideration their timing so that they take place no later than Mid-March of 2009 and preferably that they are distributed evenly throughout the year, scheduling some during the second semester of 2008.

d. During the negotiation process, if considered appropriate, delegations will seek to reach agreements in informal consultations among Member States prior to taking up matters in formal discussions.

e. Establish timelines for submitting draft resolutions to the CSH. The Chair wishes to propose setting April 18, 2008 as a deadline for submitting any additional resolutions for this Committee, this taking into account that the Subcommittee on Agenda and procedures has established May 1st as a deadline for the submission of draft resolutions,

f. Resolutions with financial implications should be negotiated ahead of time so they can be transmitted to CAAP.

g. Identify ways to gather resolutions together by similar thematic areas, combining texts into small omnibus resolutions, when possible.
The Chair also proposed a classification of 7 groups of resolutions, organized according to their thematic areas: Confidence and security related matters; resolutions related to OAS Organs and Organisms; demining activities; non-proliferation; public security: Organized crime and violence; other multidimensional security resolutions; and annual reports from organs, agencies and entities. 


         
This classification was based on the resolutions presented last year to this Committee but it does not mean that this year the same number of resolutions needs to be presented.

The Chair informed that the Committee has 9 available meetings, from April to May, to negotiate the draft resolutions this year prior to the General Assembly. 

· Comments by member states


The delegation of Peru informed that this year they would present a resolution on the issue of humanitarian demining. 

The delegation of Argentina referred to the proposal of having an “omnibus” resolution and reminded the Committee that this resolution was presented in 2006 due to the fact that most of the time was dedicated to negotiating the Statutes of the Inter American Defense Board. The omnibus resolution was created in order to reiterate the mandates established in 2005. Argentina also requested that the meeting scheduled for Group 1 be revised since the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in Preparation for the Conference of the States parties to be held in 2009 was programmed for April 14, 2008.


The delegation of Chile indicated the possibility of grouping resolutions. Also, Chile mentioned that the meeting scheduled for April 1st would have to be revised since CICAD is having their meeting that same week.


The delegation of Venezuela took note of the proposed deadline for the submission of draft resolution and indicated that it did not support the proposal of having an omnibus resolution. 


The delegation of Brazil called for informal consultations, indicating that they are very beneficial in this type of process. Also, referred to the proposal of limiting the time for the consideration of draft resolutions, indicating the need to analyze how mature each resolution is.


The delegation of the United States made reference to two documents from the UN General Assembly (A/Res/59/95 and A/Res58/316) and asked that the possibility of having biannual or triennial resolutions be considered in this methodology. Also, the US indicated the need to limit the number of special sessions of this Committee and highlighted the importance of having stand alone resolutions for the different Conventions.
2. Other business
· The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela informed on the change of dates for the meeting of High Authorities on Natural Disaster. The new proposed dates are June 25-26, 2008. This note is contained in document CP/doc. 4279/08 and will be presented at the next Permanent Council scheduled for April 1st, 2008. 

· The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela informed delegations on their interest in inviting an expert for the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in Preparation for the Conference of the States parties to be held in 2009.

· The Secretariat circulated a revised version of the calendar of activities of this Committee, contained in document CP/CSH-913/07 rev. 6. The changes made to this calendar include the new dates for the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in Preparation for the Conference of the States parties to be held in 2009, to be held on April 14th, 2008; and the Third Forum on Confidence and Security Building Measures, to be held on April 15th.
Also, delegations were advised that the meeting scheduled for March 26 has been cancelled since the Thirty Fifth Special Session of the General Assembly will be held that same day. In this regard a new meeting has been scheduled for May 6th.

· The Secretariat has also circulated the document CP/CSH-970/08 containing a note from the delegation of Argentina informing on the regional workshop on UN resolution 1540 (2004), which will take place on May 13-14, 2008 in Buenos Aires Argentina.
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