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Thank you Chair,

· There have been a few questions posed this week about Canada's position on these negotiations.  We would like to clarify our position with this statement.

· Canada remains committed to protecting and promoting indigenous rights at home and around the world.

· Canada is proud of the concrete measures we have taken to chart a path marked by hope and reconciliation and focused on cherishing the richness and depth of diverse Indigenous cultures.

· Canada will continue to take effective action, at home and abroad, to promote and protect the rights of indigenous people based on our existing obligations and commitments.

· And, Canada will seek practical ways of mainstreaming indigenous issues throughout the broader OAS system.

· Regrettably, the negotiations of this Working Group continue to move in a direction that Canada cannot support.

· Canada withdrew from active negotiations in 2008 and we formally reserved our position on the final text under negotiation.

· Today, we reiterate our position and our reservation and request that this statement be included in the official written record of this session.
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