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Following is a report on the current status of the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We also report on the contacts maintained by the Department of International Law with indigenous representatives and on fundraising efforts. 
1.- Statement of account and review of logistics

Pursuant to the General Assembly mandate contained in resolution AG/RES.2368 (XXXVIII-O/08), the Department of International Law, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of this Working Group and Advisor to its Chair, proceeded to make all the necessary preparations for holding a Meeting of Negotiations that was, in principle, to have taken place in January 2009. However, for extraneous reasons and despite a series of formal meetings convened to that end, it was not possible to hold that meeting. 


In fulfillment of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2498 (XXXIX-O/09), adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2009, two Meetings of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus are now planned. The Department of International Law has begun logistical preparations for the next such meeting, which will be the Twelfth of the series. To that end, there have been meetings with the Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador José Pinelo and contact has been made with the Indigenous Peoples' Caucus, which has been officially notified of the resumption of the Working Group's activities. 
Following a tradition established by the units of the General Secretariat responsible for relations with indigenous peoples, the Department of International Law maintains direct contact with the representatives of indigenous organizations registered in our database, mainly via e-mail.  In June 2009, for instance, we transmitted the contents of the resolution “Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” adopted by the General Assembly (document AG/RES. 2498 (XXXIX-O/09); while last week we transmitted information regarding the election of the Chair of the Working Group, the resumption of the Working Group’s activities, and the dates proposed by the Chair for the next Meeting of Negotiations.
These communications permit an exchange of ideas and provide insight into the indigenous representatives’ views regarding the actions taken by the Working Group.   Every week we receive messages from indigenous peoples’ organizations showing interest in the subject, reiterating their desire to participate, and asking questions about the process.  
We take this opportunity to announce the expansion of our database to include delegates of indigenous peoples to the Fund for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean, a list we obtained thanks to the good offices of the Chair of the Working Group.  Finally, as regards dissemination of information, the Department has reserved a slot on its website for documents referring to the negotiation process, including those that emerged from the most recent Special Meeting of December 2008: http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/indigenas_grupo_de_trabajo.htm.  That information is constantly updated and is available to all states, peoples and indigenous organizations.

As for budgetary matters, and as we reported at the time, the last meeting held from December 9 to 12, 2008 cost US$82,034 and was financed with contributions from Spain, Nicaragua, Mexico, and France. There were 101 participants, 23 of them financed by the Specific Fund. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the above-mentioned states once more for their respective donations to the Fund.  
As soon as this Working Group determines the date for the Meeting of Negotiations, we will send out the corresponding notice convening it and spread news of it through our database and through the Offices and Units of the General Secretariat in the Member States. We trust that the states, too, will help to disseminate the convocation. 
For this year’s meeting, all expenses incurred for the participation of indigenous representatives will be defrayed by the Specific Fund. In principle, the idea is to finance one representative per country, except in the cases of Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, and Guatemala, where two representatives per country will be chosen, considering the density of their indigenous populations. 
The Department of International Law will provide teleconference facilities for the meeting of the Selection Board.  The Technical Secretariat plans to allow indigenous representatives financed by the Specific Fund to arrive on the Thursday prior to the meeting, so that they can have three days for their deliberations (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday).  For that purpose, the idea is to earmark approximately US$30,000 for air fares, US$12,000 for per diem and terminal expenses, US$18,000 for lodging in a hotel close to OAS Headquarters, US$1,000 for meals, US$8,000 for interpretation and document translation, and US$13,000 for professional and administrative support, which adds up to US$82,000: an amount similar to that used to hold the December 2008 meeting. 
This year the Specific Fund was amended  to enable it to consolidate an indigenous presence in the American Declaration negotiation process. At its meeting of May 13, 2009, the Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 951 (1691/09), which recognizes and establishes the need to ensure that the Selection Board includes one member from the Caribbean and fosters the effective participation of indigenous peoples at the Working Group’s Meetings of Negotiation.  For their part, the indigenous representatives of the Caribbean sent the Department of International Law a letter addressed to the Chair of the Working Group regarding the appointment of the Caribbean member on the Selection Committee.

The Selection Board thus comprises the following regional representatives: Jaime Enrique Arias, for South America; Carlos Chex for Central America, Rex Lee Jim for North America, and the new member from the Caribbean, Charles Williams, who represents the Kalingo Community in Dominica.
2.- Information regarding the funds administered by the Department of International Law  
For the past two years, the Specific Fund has received substantial support from the Government of Spain, as part of a program on “Promoting the Participation and Human Rights of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas.”  The Department is the body that centralizes and administers that program. It also engages in activities designed to facilitate the process of negotiating the Declaration, disseminate information on the rights of indigenous peoples, and develop the strategy for participation of the indigenous peoples  (in this last-mentioned activity, the Department works in cooperation with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat). The Secretariat for Foreign Relations also plays a part in this project through its lecture series on the Americas regarding indigenous issues, along with the Secretariat of the IACH, which has strengthened its Special Rapporteurship for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
This funding makes it possible for indigenous representatives to take part in the meetings of negotiations, as well as in special meetings.

As most delegates are aware, the Specific Fund was established by the Permanent Council in May 2002, since when it has received contributions from several governments. We would like to urge the states to continue supporting it, to ensure the ongoing participation of indigenous representatives in the Working Group.

Finally, we wish to thank you for your attention and remain at your disposal for any explanation to further information you may require.
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