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BACKGROUND AND EXPENDITURES OF THE SPECIFIC FUND

FOR THE TWELFTH MEETING OF

NEGOTIATIONS IN THE QUEST FOR POINTS OF CONSENSUS
(Report by the Department of International Law)

Pursuant to the mandate of the General Assembly issued in AG/RES. 2498 (XXXIX-O/09), the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus was held at the OAS headquarters from November 30 to December 2, 2009.  It was chaired by Ambassador José Pinelo, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS. There were 125 participants, 85 of which attended as representatives of the Indigenous peoples organized in the Caucus.


The Department of International Law herein submits a report to the Working Group charged with preparing the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (GT/DADIN) on the expenditures made by the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus held on November 27-29, 2009; the support provided for the participation of the Indigenous peoples’ representatives in the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiations and the current status of the Specific Fund to Support the Drafting of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
1. CALL FOR PARTICIPATION AND REGISTRATION OF NOMINATIONS

In September, the Department of International Law of the Office of the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, in the name of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, made a widespread call for participation in the Meeting of Negotiations.

This announcement was disseminated among the Member States through the permanent missions to the OAS of each country and the same data base, which was expanded over the last year with contacts obtained by the Indigenous Fund.

Based on the Working Group’s decision, the Caucus was held between November 30 and December 2, 2009, while the plenary session was held between the 27th and 29th of November, 2009.

In order to ensure the effective participation of the representatives of Indigenous peoples, the Department of International Law received nominations of participant beneficiaries of the Specific Fund, in the Negotiation Session until October 8, 2009. On this date the tally was 131 nominations registered by organizations from 25 Member States.

Specifically, nominations were submitted by organizations of the following 20 countries: Argentina (5); Bolivia (9); Brazil (5); Canada (4); Chile (5); Colombia (5); Costa Rica (4); Ecuador (10); El Salvador (5); Guatemala (8); Honduras (6); Mexico (3); Nicaragua (6); Panama (7); Paraguay (2); Peru (27); Suriname (4); the United States (6); Uruguay (2) and Venezuela (3).  

Individual nominations were submitted by organizations from five countries: Belize, Barbados, the Dominican Republic, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.


No nominations were received from organizations from the following nine countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, and Trinidad and Tobago.

2. SELECTION OF INDIGENOUS REPRESENTATIVES


The Selection Board of the Specific Fund to Support the Drafting of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples met on October 13, 2009 to consider and approve the list of Indigenous representatives and leaders that would participate as beneficiaries of the Specific Fund in the Meeting of Negotiations and in the Indigenous Peoples Caucus of the Americas.

The members of the Selection Board of the Specific Fund were the Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador José Pinelo, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS, and the following regional representatives, who were contacted by teleconference: Jaime Arias, Representative for South America; Carlos Chex, Representative for Central America, Charles Williams, Representative for the Caribbean, and Rex Lee Jim, Representative for North America. The vice chairs of the Working Group, Elizabeth Moreano, Alternate Representative of Ecuador to the OAS and Deborah Jaw, Alternative Representative of Guyana to the OAS, were also present at the Board meeting. The event was organized by the Department of International Law, acting as the Technical Secretariat of the Working Group.

Pursuant to the OAS Permanent Council’s Resolution CP/RES. 873 (1459/04), which regulates the Specific Fund to Support the Drafting of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Board considered all the nominations submitted by the Indigenous organizations of the OAS Member States, and selected 34 representatives.

The Selection Board first selected one Indigenous representative of each country and next, considering Indigenous population density, selected a second representative for Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala, and Peru.

In addition, the Board decided in the same meeting that the costs of participation of the Indigenous members of the Selection Board, as has been customary, would be defrayed by the Specific Fund, as follows:

1. Jaime Arias, of Colombia, Representative for South America, 

2. Carlos Chex, of Guatemala, Representative for Central America,

3. Charles Williams, of Dominica, Representative for the Caribbean, and 

4. Rex Lee Jim, of Arizona, U.S.A., Representative for North America.

Of the 34 persons in all that became beneficiaries of the Specific Fund, the four following cancelled their participation: Adolfo Chávez Beyuma, of Bolivia and Ana María Barbosa Oyanarte of Uruguay, both due circumstances beyond their control, and Azelene Inácio of Brazil and Carlos Eduardo Somera Gómez de Venezuela (for lack of a visa). Regrettably, the money used to purchase the airline tickets for the beneficiaries from Bolivia and Brazil (the latter for the second consecutive year) was lost. It should also be said that the beneficiary Rex Lee Jim, Indigenous representative for North America, paid for his ticket through his Indigenous organization. The Specific Fund only covered his hotel expenses, a 7 day per diem and terminal costs.

The participants who were beneficiaries of the Specific Fund were in the end the following 26, of whom 15 are men and 11 are women:

1. Argentina: Natalia Silvina Sarapura

2. Barbados: Damon Gerard Corrie

3. Belize: Anita Felicia Tzec

4. Bolivia: Sergio Rosario Hinojosa Singuri

5. Brazil: Sebastião Alves Rodrigues Manchinery

6. Canada: Ronald Lameman

7. Chile: Magdalena Choque Blanco

8. Colombia: Ana Manuela Ochoa Arias

9. Costa Rica: Hugo Lázaro Estrada

10. Dominican Republic: Clenis Tavárez María

11. Ecuador: Raúl Clemente Ilaquiche Licta

12. Ecuador: Teresa Jimbicti Pandama

13. El Salvador: Jesús Amadeo Martínez Guzmán

14. Guatemala: Rigoberto Antonio García Maldonado

15. Guatemala: Arnoldo Yat Coc

16. Honduras: Edgardo Benítez Maclin 

17. Mexico: Celerino Felipe Cruz

18. Nicaragua: María Hazel Lau Blanco  

19. Panama: Héctor Huertas Gonzáles

20. Paraguay: Vidal Servin García

21. Peru: Heraclio Hugo Tacuri Huamani

22. Peru: Irinea Bardales Díaz

23. Suriname: Aloema Tokoe Josien.

24. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines: Paul E. Lewis

25. United States: Liselote Naniki Reyes Ocasio

26. United States: June L. Lorenzo

The Department of International Law of the OAS prepared Information Bulletin No. 16 (GT/DADIN/doc.379/09), communicating the decision of the Selection Board. This bulletin was disseminated by E-mail to all the organizations and Indigenous peoples who had nominated representatives for their selection as beneficiaries of the Specific Fund and, especially, included a letter of invitation to each beneficiary organization and Indigenous representative, containing the necessary information and documentation to facilitate their participation in the meeting.


In addition, space was provided in the Department of International Law’s web page (http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/indigenas_la_negociacion_XII_Reunion.htm) for this Meeting of Negotiations, containing detailed information on the process of negotiation on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as well as information bulletins, the methodology to be used, the current status of the Declaration, and the main documents of the process in general and the Meeting specifically.


Likewise, in order to communicate the meeting’s logistics details regarding the venue, coordination, requirements to enter and leave Washington, D.C., lodging, other accommodation expenses, air travel, transportation in Washington, D.C., registration of participants, languages and working documents, the Department of International Law of the OAS prepared Information Bulletin No. 17 (GT/DADIN/doc.380/09), which was widely circulated.

3. EXPENDITURES


The total cost of holding the Indigenous Caucus and enabling the participation of the representatives of the Indigenous Peoples in the Meeting was in the order of US$. 76,654.23, the itemization of which can be found in the table below (for a more detailed itemization of each account belonging to the Specific Fund, see Annex 1.)

ITEMIZED COST DETAIL

	ITEM 
	TOTAL 

	Air travel tickets
	28,387.37

	Per diem 
	14,313.92

	Terminal costs
	1,015

	Hotel 
	18,750

	Board
	1,440

	Interpreting services 
	5,880

	Equipment and supplies
	660

	General services
	1,020

	Professional and administrative services 
	5,033.76

	Unforeseen expenses
	154.18

	TOTAL
	US$. 76,654.23


3.1. AIR TRAVEL TICKETS

The cost of air travel tickets for the Indigenous representatives that came to Washington, D.C. was in the order of US$ 28,387.37.


The Department of International Law made all the necessary arrangements for the purchase of the air travel tickets with the beneficiaries and in some cases with the OAS offices in their countries of origin. There was continuous communication both electronic (from Washington, D.C.) and by telephone (from their countries), and they were kept informed regarding the process of their selection, their reservation number, the airline, and the itinerary, including the purchase of their tickets.

3.2. ACCOMMODATIONS

The Specific Fund provided the beneficiary participants with a per diem of US$70.00 for each day spent in Washington, D.C., from November 26 through December 3, 2009, to cover their board and local transportation, as well as the sum of US$35.00 for terminal costs. The sum total of per diem and terminal costs was US$ 15,328.92.

3.3. FOOD

In addition, the Department of International Law used the Specific Fund to provide refreshments during the three days of the Indigenous Caucus both to the participants who were financed by the fund and to the representatives that financed their own participation. This cost was in the order of US$1,440.

3.4. HOTEL


The representatives of the Indigenous peoples who were selected as beneficiaries of the Specific Fund stayed at the State Plaza Hotel, on 2117 E St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. This hotel was chosen by the Department of International Law for its better accommodations and location for the Indigenous representatives, who were able to attend the event without requiring the use of additional transportation, such as the metro or the bus.

The Specific Fund paid for 17 rooms, including breakfast, for 7 days, at US$155 for a double room, the total of which was US$18,750.


The Department of International Law also made the necessary arrangements so that the participants who attended the Negotiations Meeting using their own funds could also, if they so wished, stay at the State Plaza Hotel at the same special rate.

3.5. INTERPRETING SERVICES

Because the work of the Indigenous Caucus was carried out in two of the official languages of the Organization (English and Spanish), the Specific Fund also covered the costs of simultaneous interpretation during the meetings of the representatives of the Indigenous peoples on November 27, 28, and 29. The Caucus also received interpreting services every morning during the Plenary Sessions so that its members could have the opportunity of carrying out their own deliberations and prepare their speeches. This service was offered before the meetings of the Meeting for Negotiations held from November 30 to December 2, 2009.

The total cost of interpreting services and hall assistants was of US$5,880. The hired interpreters were Kathy Ogle, Carmen Nicholson, Eugenia Ronnie Rodríguez, Rosalinda Meza Steele and Brian Ross. The interpreting equipment for the Caucus was provided every day by the Organization of American States, in Bolívar Hall.
3.6. EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF CONFERENCES

The cost for the use of all equipment and supplies necessary to ensure the meeting’s success, such as laptops, projectors, and office supplies was in the order of US$660.00.

3.7. GENERAL SERVICES

The cost for heating and photocopying was in the amount of US$1,020.

3.8. PROFESSIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

This item includes overtime for the engineers, guards, parking lot guard, telephone management, cleaning and hall assistants, and was in the order of US$5,033.76.


3.9. UNFORESEEN EXPENSES

A consular interview was paid for one of the Fund’s beneficiaries, in order to obtain a visa. There also were reimbursements for medication expenses for one of the participants.  The total was in the order of US$154.18. 

4. CURRENT STATE OF THE SPECIFIC FUND

The overall situation of the original budget, the amounts spent and the monies currently available in the specific fund after the meeting, to be used to finance the Working Group’s activities, is as follows:

SPECIFIC FUND 2009

LEG-DIL/005

	Name of the account
	Deposits received
	Expenditures

	To be paid 
	Balance
18/02/10

	FRANC07/01
	11,700.90
	11,678.12
	
	22.78

	FRANC08/02
	12,384.61
	11,728.95
	
	655.66*

	MEXIC08/04
	30,403.58
	25,939.22
	
	4,464.36

	NICAR08/02
	1,000
	935.00
	
	    65.00

	NICAR09/02
	1,000
	487.90
	
	   512.10

	SPAIN 06/02

GT/DADIN
	107,994.38
	98,989.64
	2,390.73
	6,614.74

	TOTALS: 
	163,827.81
	149,758.83
	2,390.73
	11,678.98


LEG-DIL/010

	Name of the Account
	Deposits received
	Expenditures

	To be paid 
	Balance
18/02/10

	SPAIN07/03
	146,802.48
	72,312.71
	23,385.22
	51,104.55

	TOTALS:
	146,802.48
	72,312.71
	23,385.22
	51,104.55


* Note: On January 15, 2010, the Director of the Department of Financial and Administrative Management Services authorized the transfer of available funds from Award FRANC08/02, in the amount of US$655.66, to be applied towards Haiti disaster aid.
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