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The member states of the Organization of American States (hereinafter the states),
RECOGNIZING that the rights of indigenous peoples are both essential and of historic significance to the present and future of the Americas;

RECOGNIZING ALSO the important presence in the Americas of indigenous peoples who strengthen cultural diversity in our countries; 

RECOGNIZING AS WELL that preserving American indigenous cultures and peoples is important to humanity;
BEARING IN MIND the progress achieved at the international level in recognizing the rights of indigenous peoples, especially the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which was adopted by the OAS member states;
REAFFIRMING that indigenous peoples are original societies that form an integral part of the Americas and that their values and cultures are inextricably linked to the identities of the countries they inhabit and of the region as a whole;
RECALLING the commitments undertaken by the heads of state and government at the Summits of the Americas, and those assumed by all OAS member states, to guarantee, promote, and protect the rights and institutions of indigenous peoples;
CONVINCED that recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples in this Declaration will foster among states and indigenous peoples harmonious and cooperative relations based on the principles of justice, democracy, respect for human rights, nondiscrimination, and good faith;
CONSIDERING the progress made in nations of the Americas, at the constitutional, legislative, and jurisprudential levels, to safeguard, promote, and protect the rights and institutions of indigenous peoples, as well as the political will of states to continue their progress toward recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples in the Americas,
Declare:
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